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COMMENTS  ON  THE  NEWS 
KENNEDY  DYNASTY  TO  BE  INSTALLED 

On  January  20,  the  United  States  will  inaugurate  its  first  Reman  Catholic 
dynasty.  John  Kennedy  will  be  the  first  of  the  line.  Brother  Bobby  is  already 
bring  groomed  as  a  possible  successor ;  and  an  heir  apparent  has  arrived  on  the 
scene.  The  principal  political  payoffs  to  the  Judases  of  the  Democratic  Tarty 
have  been  made  in  the  form  of  Cabinet  and  sub-Cabinet  appointments.  This  is  a 
motley  bunchj  and,  if  we  were  looking  for  a  pirate  crew 

The  significant  appointments  will  be  those  in  the  lower  echelons,  where  the 
replacements  for  the  top  positions  will  be  incbtrusively  inserted  and  where  pre- 
parations for  the  future  can  be  finagled  without  coming  under  public  scrutiny. 
Mike  Mansfield  will  become  majority  leader  in  the  Senate.  We  can  anticipate  that 
Georgetown  University  will  become  the  Powerhouse  of  the  U.S.A.  Under  this  setup, 
the  appointment  of  an  ambassador  to  the  Vatican  would  be  redundant,  and  it  can  be 
dispensed  with  —  as  an  act  of  misdirection. 

That  the  new  dynasty  is  out  to  build  itself  up  through  ballyhoo  was  indicated 
clearly  by  the  manner  in  which  the  maximum  amount  of  fanfare-publicity  was 
squeezed  out  of  the  appointment  of  a  Cabinet.   It  is  to  be  expected  that  the 
comings,  goings,  and  standings  still  of  the  Kennedy  Family  will  be  reported  with 
far^more  minutiae  of  detail  than  has  ever  been  accorded  any  royal  family  of  Europe. 
It  is  the  type  of  thing  that  American  publicity  agents  love  to  exploit,  including 
such  rags  as  LIFE  magazine  and  the  Hearst-type  newspapers.   It  also  helps  to  use' 
up  time  on  the  alleged  news  broadcasts,  thereby  obscuring  from  the  public  view  the 
more  important  things  that  are  going  on  in  the  world. 

ANOTHER  DIP  IN  THE  BUSINESS  CYCLE 

What  could  not  be  fully  concealed  by  the  Republican  administration  until 
after  election  came  bouncing  into  the  public  spotlight  immediately  thereafter  — 
the  I960  recession.  The  professional  economists  can't  quite  understand  what  has 
happened,  so  they  glibly  attribute  it  to  a  routine  dip  in  the  business  cycle. 
That  puts  it  into  the  realm  of  the  mysterious  and  indefeasible.  The  joker  is  that 
the  bugaboo  of  Business  Cycles  was  supposed  to  have  been  superseded  by  Planned 
Prosperity.  So  the  witch  doctors  of  debt  are  understandably  a  little  apprehensive 
about  the  whole  development.  The  economy  does  not  follow  the  formula  which  they 
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prescribe  for  it,  hence  there  is  a  chance  that  their  expert  'services'  may  be 
considered  'inadequate  to  the  need*' 

When  the  Trice  System  is  climbing  merrily  upward  on  debt  expansion,  the  Wise 
Men  of  the  social  order  proclaim  the  potency  of  their  magic ;  they  claim  we  have 
entered  into  a  New  Era  of  perpetual  prosperity,  and  they  take  plaudits  for  it. 
We  have  entered  into  a  New  Era,  al  right,  but  it  is  not  the  kind  of  new  era  the 
economists  have  had  in  mind.   It  is  the  area  of  technological  abundance.  Under 
abundance,  the  rules  of  scarcity  fail  miserably.  The  subsequent  hysteria  of  the 
bourgeoisie  over  the  collapse  of  their  scarcity  values  is  one  of  the  greatest 
hazards  that  faces  the  world  at  this  time;  for,  the  bourgeoisie  tend  to  go  insane- 
ly berserk  when  frightened;  and  they  would  rather  take  the  world  down  with  them 
than  adapt  to  a  new  social  order.   In  comparison,  the  fanatical  intransigence  of 
devout  segregationists  (in  New  Orleans,  in  Little  Rock,  in  Cape  Town,  for'  example) 
provides  nothing  that  the  bourgeoisie  can't  match  and  better.  War  is  the  answer 
that  comes  most  readily  to  their  deranged  minds  under  circumstances  that  threaten 
their  investment  values;  suicide  seems  preferable  to  change. 

Because  of  the  power  they  wield  in  our  Price  System  society,  a  frightened 
bourgeoisie  is  a  serious  potential  menace  in  time  of  economic  crisis.  Values  have 
now  become  so  inflated,  the  people  have  become  so  dependent  on  society  for  sur- 
vival, and  costs  of  upholding  the  status  quo  have  become  so  great  that  a  collapse 
of  values  could  happen  with  unprecedented  rapidity.   In  the  meantime,  the  flow- 
lines  will  clog  up  and  the  economy  become  constipated.  What  happens  next  could  be 
unpleasant. 

HAPPY  NEW  IKAR!? 

The  Year  1961  begins  on   a  sour  note  for  the  disciples  of  the  Old  Order. 
Trouble  is  brewing  all  around  the  world,  threatening  the  things  which  have  been 
held  most  sacred.  The  poor  people  of  the  world  have  become  discontented  with 
being  perennially  poor.  They  are  turning  on  those  who  would  fatten  on  their 
misery.  The  right  of  the  big  operators  to  leach  the  wealth  of  the  world  for  them- 
selves is  being  challenged  by  those  whom  they  most  despised.  They  are  being  out- 
smarted diplomatically;  they  are  being  outmaneuvered  economically;  and  they  are 
being  outmatched  militarily.  The  disciples  of  the  Old  Order  are  frightened,  and 
well  they  might  be.  Their  financial  wizardry  is  deserting  them;  the  three  billion 
abject  toiler-customers  which  they  anticipated  for  the  near  future  are  ceasing  to 
be  abject;  their  gods,  who  are  strangers  to  the  majority  of  the  world's  people, 
seem  to  be  losing  their  potency;  the  wheel  of  fortune  is  no  longer  rigged  in  their 
favor.  They  are  being  weighed  in  the  scale  and  found  wanting.  The  societies  of 
the  world  are  in  turmoil,  and  more  changes  are  being  hatched  than  were  ever 
dreamed  of  by  prophet  or  feared  by  king.   Modern  technology  permits  social  change 
to  come  at  a  rapid  pace;  and  backward  nations  can  advance  forward  in  ways  that 
were  impossible  only  a  few  decades  ago.   China,  in  the  period  of  only  ten  years, 
has  advanced  from  the  state  of  a  backward  territory  to  a  highly  advanced  indus- 
trial nation.   In  this  hemisphere,  Mexico,  Brazil,  and  Venezuela  are  showing 
similar  tendencies. 

"RIT-TT  OR  LEFT? 

All  major  continents  of  the  world  have  trouble  spots  where  controversy  rages 
between  ideologies  of  the  right  and  those  of  the  left.  The  social  principles 
which  are  applied  to  the  furtherance  of  these  ideologies  are  so  aligned  that  the 
leftists  are  on  the  side  of  social  progress  and  the  rightists  are  on  the  side  of 
social  stagnation  or  even  retrogression.   In  this  respect,  the  Vatican-Washington 
axis  is  on  the  extreme  right.  Hence,  whether  it  be  in  Laos,  Viet  Nam,  Korea, 
Lebanon,  the  Congo,  Germany,  Cuba,  or  Guatemala,  United  States  officialdom  is  on 
the  side  of  rabid  reactionism  —  and  that  is  the  losing  side! 


The  social  problems  of  the  world  will  not  be  resolved  through  a  struggle  of 
the  right  versus  the  left;  that  can  lead  only  to  disaster.  They  can  best  be 
resolved  through  a  social  strategy  that  is  above  and  beyond  both  —  in  which 
rightism  and  leftism  become  null  and  void.  That  strategy  is  Functional  Control  — 
Technocracy.   In  a  functional  society,  there  is  no  place  for  politicians,  witch 
doctors,  money  changers,  or  thieves.   In  it,  the  individual  will  have  freedom  to 
consume^  freedom  from  toil,  freedom  of  self-expression,  freedom  from  oppression, 
and  personal  security  far  beyond  anything  that  is  possible  under  the  old  orders 
of  th~  right,  center,  or  left.  However,  one  freedom  will  be  lost,  the  freedom 
to  chisel  one's  fullowmen. 

—  Techno  Critic 

NEW  CAR  INVENTORIES  ALMOST  TWICE  THA.T  OF  LAST  YEAR'S 

Wall  Street  Journal,  December  19,  I960,  Detroit — Dealers  of  U.  S.-made  cars 
had  an  inventory  of  99k, 535   new  autos  on  their  hands  last  week,  up  from  972,000 
units  December  1,  it  was  learned.  .The  figure  is  a  record  for  this  time  of  year. 

A  year  ago  dealers  had  an  estimated  500,000  cars  on  hand.  But  stocks  last 
year  were  curtailed  because  of  the  steel  strike  which  sharply  cut  output. 

The  current  dealer  inventory  is  just  under  70,000  cars  fewer  than  the  record 
for  new  car  stocks.   In  August,  dealers  had  1,063,000  unsold  cars  on   their  lots. 

CANADIAN  WHEAT  SURPLUS  ABOVE  1959  TOTAL 

Edmonton  Journal,  November  16,  I960,  Winnipeg  (CP) — Supplies  of  Canadian 
wheat  in  store  and  in  transit  at  North  American  position  totalled  Ij.214.,900,000 
bushels  for  the  week  ending  Nov.  9 — reflecting  a  drop  of  2,900,000  bushels  from 
the  previous  week  but  still  55*800,000  bushels  more  than  the  total  at  the  corres- 
ponding date  last  year.  .  .  . 

APPLE  COMPETITION  FROM  EUROPE 

Saskatoon  Star-Phoenix,  November  28,  I960,  London  (CP) — R.  D.  Webb,  a  market- 
ing company  director,  warned  fruit  growers  that  they  must  expect  keen  competition 
from  Europe.  He  says  that  in  the  next  three  years  Continental  apple  production 
will  exceed  American  and  Canadian  production  by  300  per  cent. 

JAPAN'S  ABUNDANT  RICE  CROP 

Wall  Street  Journal,  November  22,  I960 — Japan  reaches  self-sufficiency  in 
ricuj  U.S.  exports  may  suffer. 

Japan  will  harvest  13  million  tons  of  rice  this  year,  setting  an  output 
record  for  the  sixth  consecutive  year.  For  the  first  time,  the  harvest  is  enough 
to  feed  its  population,  now  9l|  million.   Spurred  by  price  supports,  farmers 
produce  an  average  of  i;,[j.00  pounds  per  acre,  up  1,000  pounds  in  five  years.   Japan 
plants  better  varieties,  nurses  seedlings  more  carefully,  uses  more  fertilizer 
and  raises  two  crops  a  y*-ar. 

Japan's  rice  imports  dwindlej  they're  maintained  chiefly  to  ease  the  economic 
blow  for  long-time  Southeast  Asia  suppliers.  Imports  of  1,250,000  tons  five  years 
ago  have  dropped  to  less  than  300,000  tons  a  year  recently.  Asian  rice-growers 
must  look  elsewhere  for  trade. at  a  time  when  the  U.S.  seeks  new  outlets  to  make  up 
for  its  vanishing  Cuban  market.  This  country's  August-September  rice  shipments  to 
Cuba  last  year  were  56  million  pounds j  this  year  thuy  totaled  only  about  7  million. 
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NO  CHANCE  DOWN  ON  THE  FARM 

San  Francisco  News  Call  Bulletin,  December  15,  I960,  Washington — Fawn  problems 
will  get  worse  in  the  1960s,  giving  the  new  Kennedy  administration  even  greater 
headaches  on  this  issue  than  those  that  have  faced  previous  administrations. 

This  i3  indicated  by  conclusions  reached  at  conferences  between  Agriculture 
Department  employes  and  the  nation's  farmers,  plus  new  forecasts  made  by  the 
government's  top  agricultural  men. 

The  unemployment  side  effects  of  rising  surpluses  and  increasing  technology 
and  research  are  particularly  baffling. 

If  agricultural  specialists  are  correct,  the  nation  must  absorb  more  than  a 
million  wage  earners  moving  off  the  farms  in  the  next  five  years.  Techq>3logy  is 
displacing  unskilled  workers  on  farms.  Since  industry  also  needs  fewer  unskilled 
laborers,  displaced  workers  will  have  a  tough  time  finding  other  jobs. 

What  then  is  the  farm  outlook: 

Farmers  will  face  a  continuing  income  squeeze  in  the  next  five  years. 

With  only  average  weather  needed,  annual  farm  production  will  continue  to 
exceed  demand.   Stocks  of  surplus  crops  will  grow  larger. 

Boosting  exports  to  the  limit,  cutting  back  moderately  in  farm  acreage,  in- 
creasing domestic  consumption  won't  rid  the  U.  S.  of  food  surpluses.  Evef  heavy 
population  gains  won't  offset  them. 

New  scientific  research  rapidly  absorbed  by  farmers  in  the  1960s  will  boost 
the  yield  per  acre  at  a  pretty  fast  clip. 

That  growing  surplus  of  farm  production  will  keep  farmer  selling  nrices  down. 
At  the  same  time,  it  appears  the  farmer's  costs  will  continue  to  go  up. 

Farms  will  get  larger.  Mechanization  will  increase  at  a  faster  clip,  the 
experts  predict.  These  changes  will  be  forced  by  the  need  to  help  keep  costs  down. 
But  farm  wages  are  expected  to  keep  rising. 

Labor  will  flow  away  from  the  farms  into  other  occupations  at  a  quickening 
pace.  Perhaps  three-fourths  or  more  of  the  farm  youths  will  move  away  as  they 
reach  their  16th  to  21st  birthdays. 

Here's  whyt  About  a  quarter  million  male  farm  youths  will  be  looking  for 
gainful  employment  each  year  in  the  next  decade,  as  they  grow  to  maturity.  Oppor- 
tunities for  gainful  employment  as  farm  operators  may  average  less  than  25,000 
annually  during  the  1960s. 

In  the  next  six  years,  the  number  of  people  working  on  farms  is  expected  to 
decrease  \$  pet.,  bringing  the  farm  employment  down  to  6  pet.  of  our  total  labor 
force.  An  estimated  six  million  workers  will  be  on  farms  in  1967,  only  a  little 
over  half  the  number  in  19l|0. 

The  number  of  migratory  workers  especially  may  be  sharply  reduced. 

There  will  be  a  half  million  fewer  farms  by  1967.  Practically  all  this  reduc- 
ti(  n  will  be  made  on  farms  that  sell  less  than  $2500  a  year. 

The  average  farm  is  expected  to  be  10  pet.  larger  in  1965.  The  production 
assets  per  farm  are  expected  to  average  25  pet.  more,  exclusive  of  real  estate. 

This  increase  in  equipment  and  mechanization  means  that  more  skilled  workers 
will  be  required  on  the  farms.   Output  per  man  hour  in  1965,  as  a  result,  is 
expected  to  hit  30  pet,  above  1959,  *r  2j  times  the  19h7-h9   level. 

CANADA  HAS  SAME  PROBLEM 

Western  Producer,  November  17,  I960 — Canada's  farm  labor  force  has  been 
dropping  38,000  a  year,  but  the  decline  won't  continue  for  ever,  the  federal  labor 
department  reports, 

Farm  workers  last  year  totalled  some  692,000  and  the  figure  may  drop  to  less 
than  500,000  by  1980,  the  department  estimated. 
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Farm  employment,  which  hit  a  peak  in  1939,  declined  by  1+0  percent  between 
19U6  and  1958.  But  with  increasing  national  population,  this  rate  of  decline 
should  taper  off  "as  the  agricultural  labor  force  reaches  a  minimum  level. " 

Farmers  are  getting  less  and  less  help  from  unpaid  family  members.  This 
unpaid  family  help,  which  represented  30. 1+  percent  of  the  farm  labor  force  in 
191+6,  had  dropped  to  20.7  percent  in  1958. 

"The  farm  labor  force  today  consists  primarily  of  farm  operators,"  the 
report  said. 

It  contained  these  other  facts: 

More  than  1+2  percent  of  all  male  farm  workers  now  are  k5   years  old  or  over. 

Working  hours  on  the  farm  in  1958  averaged  58  hours  a  week  compared  with  1+0 
hours  in  other  industries. 

Wages  for  farm  help  have  risen  to  an  average  $120  a  month  with  board  from 
$35  in  191+1,  but  this  still  is  "lower  even  than  many  unskilled  jobs  in  other 
industries. " 

A  POLITICAL  SOLUTION  TO  UNEMPLOYMENT 

Saskatoon  Star-Fhoenix,  December  3,  I960,  Toronto  (CP) — Instead  of  crying 
about  being  out  of  work,  unemployed  city  dwellers  with  farm  experience  and  back- 
ground should  return  to  the  farm  where  there  are  jobs,  Public  Works  Minister 
Connell  of  Ontario  said  Friday. 

Speaking  in  the  Ontario  legislature,  Mr.  Connell  said  he  has  often  advertised 
for  experienced  help  for  his  own  farm  but  to  no  avail. 

"Wages  on  many  farms  are  comparable  to  wages  in  industry,"  he  said.   "Let  any 
man  with  a  farm  background,  who  is  unemployed,  take  a  good  look  out  in  the 
country — there  might  be  an  opportunity  there  which  he  never  realized  existed. " 

1+  MILLION  IDLE  —  PEAK  NOVEMBER  MARK  SINCE  «30s 

Long  Beach  Press-Telegram,  December  12,  I960,  Washington  (AP) — Unemployment 
topped  four  million  in  November — the  highest  idle  figure  for  the  month  since 
depression  days  of  the  f30s.  The  number  at  work  was  also  a  record. 

The  government  reported  today  that  job  changes  between  October  and  November 
were  mainly  seasonal  except  for  a  further  decline  of  150,000  in  factory  employment. 

These  are  the  November  figures: 

Employment — down  by  300,000.  The  totals  were  67,1+90,000  in  October  as  com- 
pared  with  67,182,000  in  November.  The  November  total  is  still  a  record  for  the 
month  despite  the  decline. 

Unemployment— up  1+50,000.  The  totals  were  3,579,000  in  October  and  1+, 031,000 
in  November. 

The  rate  of  unemployment  declined  slightly  from  6*1+  per  cent  in  October  to 
6.3  per  cent  in  November,  but  the  Labor  Department  said  the  change  was  insignifi- 
cant. 

The  number  of  the  long-term  unemployed,  those  idle  for  15  weeks  or  longer, 
remained  unchanged  in  November  at  about  one  million.  This  is  one-fourth  of  the 
total  unemployed. 

There  are  about  200,000  more  long-term  unemployed  now  than  a  year  ago. 

The  Labor  Department's  monthly  appraisal  of  the  job  situation  said  the  150,- 
000  decline  in  the  manufacturing  sector  is  about  twice  the  expected  drop  for  the 
month. 

The  report  said  that,  whereas  job  declines  had  earlier  been  confined  largely 
to  steel  and  auto  industries,  they  now  extend  to  virtually  all  industries. 


INDUSTRIAL  CUTBACKS 

San  Francisco  Chronicle,  December  lk,    I960,  Washington,  Dec,  13 —  The  Federal 
Government  has  come  up  with  disturbing  evidence  that  the  recession  is  spreading. 

The  clues  are  in  a  bleak  job  report  made  public  by  the  Labor  Department.  The 
agency  said  it  discovered  that  15  major  industries  laid  off  workers  during  Nov- 
ember. 

The  finding  confirms  other  indications  that  the  business  slump  no  longer  is 
confined  to  the  heavy  metal  industries  that  have  been  taking  the  brunt  of  the 

downturn. 

"This  thing  is  chockful  of  minuses,"  Seymour  Wolfbein,  the  Labor  Department's 
manpower  chief,  told  a  reporter. 

Tho  lumber  industry  laid  off  17,000  workers  in  November,  the  stone,  clay, 
glass  plants  laid  off  9000  men  and  the  furniture  factories  fired  7000. 

Similar  small  cutbacks  showed  up  in  the  soft-goods  industries  that  tradition- 
ally remain  busy  long  after  the  dynamic  heavy-goods  lines  have  started  to  hurt. 

The  tobacco  companies  suspended  13,000  workers.  The  textile  mills  laid  off 
7000,  while  the  apparel  makers  gave  notices  to  5000. 

The  chemical  companies  trimmed  2500  workers  from  their  payrolls.  The  rubber 
companies  sliced  off  2000  and  so  did  the  petroleum  refineries. 

There  were  additional  cutbacks  in  the  hard-hit  steel,  fabricated  metals,  and 
machine-tool  plants,  and  total  manufacturing  employment  fell  lli5,000  in  November. 

The  Labor  Department  said  there  has  been  a  "steady  attrition"  in  manufactur- 
ing payrolls  since  the  beginning  of  the  year.   It  reported  that  its  seasonally 
adjusted  employment  barometer  shows  that  there  are  500,000  fewer  manufacturing 
jobs  than  there  were  in  January. 

The  steel  mills  have  laid  off  160,000  workers  during  the  past  11  months.  The 
automobile  and  machinery  industries  have  each  laid  off  100,000  persons. 

The  manufacturing  slump  has  spread  to  mining  and  transportation.  Another 
100,000  workers  have  lost  their  jobs  in  those  industries  since  January  1. 

The  Labor  Department  expert  said  there  are  no  new  cheering  signs  in  the  job 
report.  The  employment  situation  worsened  substantially  in  October  and  the 
November  survey  has  shown  that  the  drop  was  not  a  one-month  phenomenon,  Wolfbein 
said. 

The  number  of  people  who  have  been  unemployed  for  15  weeks  or  more  continued 
to  hug  the  1,000,000  mark. 

The  average  hours  worked  during  a  week  in  manufacturing  industries  slipped  18 
minutes  to  39  hours  13  minutes. 

Another  closely  watched  job  barometer  is  the  number  of  pecple  who  work  less 
than  full  time  because  of  slack  conditions.   The  total  rose  to  l,i|00,000  in 
November. 

CANADIAN  DNEMELOTMENT 

Saskatoon  Star-Phoenix,  December  lii,  I960,  Ottawa  (CP) — The  ranks  of  the 
unemployed  in  Canada  jumped  to  lj.29,000  at  mid-November,  an  increase  of  61,000  from 
mid-October,  the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics  reported  today.   It  was  the  worst 
November  jobless  figure  in  the  last  15  years. 

Unemployment  at  Nov.  12  was  6.6  per  cent  of  the  labor  force,  compared  with 
5.1  per  cent  a  year  earlier  and  6.2  per  cent  in  November,  1958. 

The  official  unemployment  figure  was  50,000  higher  than  the  previous  post-war 
November  record  of  379,000,  set  in  1958.  .  .  . 

JOBLESS  FUNDS  MAY  RUN  SHORT 

Wall  Street  Journal,  December  13,  I960,  Washington — About  halfway  through 
this  winter,  the  already-long  lines  of  jobless  workers  at  unemployment  compensation 
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offices  across  the  country  may  stretch  out  a  lot  farther  than  they  do  now.  The 
cold-weather  tableaux  they  create  will  dramatize  an  intensifying  national 
problem: 

It's  touch. and  go  whether  the  Federal-State  Unemployment  Compensation  Funds 
have  enough  money  available  to  pay  all  the  benefits  the  jobless  will  have  coming. 
The  funds,  bled  of  ^k.S   billion  in  the  1957-58  recession,  have  failed  to  regain 
enough  strength  to  weather  a  sharp  rise  in  unemployment,  which  now  appears  likely; 
yesterday  the  Government  reported  November  joblessness  topped  k   million,  highest 
for  the  month  since  19U0.  .  .  . 

EXTENSION  OF  JOBLESS  AID  ON  OHIO 

Wall  Street  Journal,  November  23,  I960,  Columbus,  Ohio — Gov.  Michael  7. 
DiSalle  called  a  special  session  of  the  Ohio  Legislature  for  next  Monday  to  extend 
unemployment  compensation  coverage  to  39  weeks  from  the  present  26  weeks. 

Gov.  DiSalle  told  House  and  Senate  leaders  that  if  the  13  weeks  of  additional 
benefits  are  passed  they  would  cover  persons  who  exhausted  their  benefits  as  far 
back  as  January  1,  I960,  and  those  who  exhaust  them  up  to  March,  1961.  .  .  . 

RELIEF  ROLLS  UP  22$  IN  CALIFORNIA 

Los  Angeles  Times,  December  18,  I960,  Sacramento  (UPl) — The  State  Department 
of  Social  Welfare  has  reported  that  the  number  of  general  relief  recipients  in 
California  had  risen  22$  over  last  year. 

Director  J.  M.  Wedemeyer  said  there  were  about  73,500  Calif ornians  on  general 
relief  last  month  compared  with  60,000  in  November,  1959. 

RICH  NATION— POOR  PEOPLE 

Labor  Herald,  November  25,  I960 — In  a  quest  for  prosperity,  let  us  not  get 
off  on  the  wrong  1'oct.  Let  us  consider  first  things  first.  The  United  States  is 
the  richest  country  in  the  world  but  its  people  (the  vast  majority)  are  poor.  The 
government  is  unable  to  guarantee  each  worker  a  job,  and  there  is  much  unemployment. 

Let  us  look  at  the  nation  as  a  businessman  looks  at  his  business.  He  strikes 
a  trial  balance  and  he  finds  his  present  worth.  How  can  we  find  the  present  worth 
of  the  United  States? 

American  agriculture  has  produced  and  continues  to  produce  more  food  than  the 
people  can  consume.   It  produces  more  feed  and  fodder  than  the  livestock  of  the 
nation  can  consume.   It  has  reduced  the  acreage  of  its  fertile  farms;  and  agri- 
cultural surpluses  continue  to  pile  up  and  up. 

Vie  cannot  sell  the  surpluses  abroad  in  competition  with  other  agrarian  nations 
which  are  exporting  similar  surpluses. 

Why,  then,  is  not  the  nation  prosperous?  Why  are  people  unemployed  as  land 
is  taken  out  of  use?  Why  are  so  many  lacking  earning  power  to  buy  the  surpluses 
of  the  farms?  Both  the  Democratic  Tarty  and  the  Republican  Party  pledged  them- 
selves to  a  program  of  high  prices  for  farm  products  without  guaranteeing  workers 
sufficient  income  to  pay  for  them.  Surely,  this  is  not  a  balanced  economy. 
Surely,  if  workers  were  regularly  employed  at  adequate  wages  they  would  earn 
enough  money  to  buy  the  products  of  the  farms  which  would  result  in  enough  income 
for  farmers  to  be  prosperous. 

Those  in  high  places  who  profess  to  fear  inflation  if  wages  are  further  raised, 
actually  boost  prices  of  food,  fodder,  meats,  and  fiber  for  clothing  thus  forcing 
the  need  for  higher  and  higher  wages.   Is  it  right  to  use  government  to  increase 
income  of  farmers  without  at  the  same  time  supporting  the  right  of  the  industrial 
worker  to  his  true  share  of  the  abundant  wealth  of  the  nation?  The  nation  has  idle 
land  and  idle  workers,  unemployed  through  no  fault  of  their  own.  At   the  same  time 
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the  store  houses  are  full  of  food.  There  are  surpluses  of  feed  for  stock,  and  of 
materials  for  making  clothing. 

In  Baltimore,  alone,  the  Welfare  Department  expects  to  spend  $21  million  on 
the  poor.  The  Community  Fund  will  give  charity  totaling  $6  million.  The  Unem- 
ployment Fund  will  dispense  to  Baltimoreans  more  than  $30  million.   All  of  the 
foregoing  is  but  part  of  eleemosynary  payments  for  just  one  year.  According  to 
one  claim,  this  is  peace  and  prosperity  in  the  richest  nation  of  the  world. 

What  sense  is  there  in  improving  the  land  to  produce  two  blades  of  grass 
where  but  one  blade  now  grows?  Why  should  we  preserve  and  improve  the  capacity 
of  our  forests  to  increase  their  products'?  Why  preserve  our  fisheries  and  take 
steps  to  increase  fish  for  food?  Why  raise  more  cotton  and  other  clothing  fibers? 

Today,  we  are  cursed  with  too  much  of  everything.  We  have  barred  the  poor 
from  consuming  those  surpluses,  and  we  cannot  export  themj  so  we  have  poor  people 
and  a  rich  nation.   Intelligent  use  of  the  land  and  the  forests  will  make  them 
more  and  more  productive.  We  can  make  the  nation  richer  and  richer.  We  can i in- 
crease its  present  worth.  And,  all  the  while  more  and  more  people  cannot  find 
jobs,  and  they  join  the  great  army  of  unemployed. 

Why  not  let  us  strike  a  trial  balance  so  we  shall  find  the  present  worth  of 
our  nation?  What  will  the  answer  be?  It  will  be  rich  nation — poor  people.  And 
this  in  an  era  touted  as  one  in  which  peace  and  prosperity  have  reached  their 
peak. 

(Many  questions  are  being  raised  by  an  ever  increasing  number 
of  people  as  to  what  can  be  done  to  lift  us  from  our  present 
social  quandry. 

We  cannot  expect  to  find  a  solution  within  the  framework  of 
the  'P'ricc  System. '  Its  concept  of  monetary  evaluation  is 
outmoded  due  to  the  lack  of  scarcity  of  goods  and  services; 
both  real  and  potential. 

What  is  needed  is  a  scientific  system  of  production  and 
distribution  based  on  energy  determinants,  rather  than  on 
a  monetary  remuneration  basis (in  exchange  for  man  hours  of 
work)  totaly  dependent  on  business  profits. 
Read  'The  Energy  Certificate'  —  15#.) 
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COMMENTS  ON  THE  NEWS 
FIASCO  IN  CUBA 

President  John  F.  Kennedy  hailed  an  attempt  of  rightist  rebels  to  wrest  Cuba 
from  the  control  of  the  Castro  Regime,  giving  his  blessing  to  a  re- establishment  of 
democracy  in  Cuba.  The  attempt  to  'take  over'  Cuba  ended  in  a  debacle  —  the "pre- 
destined fate  of  all  rightist  counter-revolutionary  attempts  in  this  modern  world. 
The  participants  in  the  'rebellion, '  including  President  Kennedy,  were  thrown  into 
a  state  of  near-hysterics,  vowing  an  even  greater  attempt  later  on.   For  the 
present,  they  are  crying  in  their  beer. 

During  the  political  campaign  of  last  aut  mn,  Candidate  Kennedy  chided  Vice 
President  Nixon  and  President  Eisenhower  on  their  sinking  the  prestige  of  the  United 
States  to  an  'all-time  low.*  During  the  ninety  days  of  the  Kennedy  Administration, 
the  prestige  of  the  U.S.  has  plunged  even  farther  downward  —  Kennedy  has  out-done 
Nixon  in  this  respect.  Now  Kennedy  is  running  back  to  Nixon  and  Eisenhower  in  an 
effort  to  spread  the  responsibility  for  his  incompetence. 

Allen  Dulles  and  the  CIA,  which  rarely  makes  a  correct  appraisal  of  world 
circumstances,  led  the  anti-Castro  Cubans  and  Americans  to  believe  that  the  island 
was  ripe  for  revolt  (in  the  same  way  they  led  the  anti-red  Hungarians  and  others  in 
1956  to  believe  that  Hungary  was  ready  for  revolt,  not  to  mention  Poland,  East 
Germany,  et  al).  Nothing  has  been  learned  by  our  Intelligence  agencies  since  the 
days  of  November  1917,  when  they  predicted  the  early  downfall  of  the  Bolshevik 
regime  in  Russia ;   they  merely  change  names  in  the  same  old  script.  In  July,  19h0, 
they  estimated  that  the  Russian  armies  would  be  crushed  in  six  weeks. 

BACKGROUND  IN  CUBA 

The  viciousness  of  the  anti-Castro  elements  is  based  on  two  factors:  (1)  Loss 
of  lush  financial  take  by  certain  parties  from  the  economy  and  rackets  of  pre-Castro 
Cubaj  (2)  conflict  between  the  Castro  regime  and  the  reactionary  Church  hierarchy  of 
Cuba.  The  U.S.  State  Department,  always  on  the  side  of  clerical  fascism  in  its 
controversies  with  whatever  enemies  it  may  have,  is  gravely  irked  over  the  develop- 
ments in  Cuba,  (in  this  connection,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  American 
official  criticism  of  Dictator  Trujillo  of  the  Dominican  Republic  began  with 
Trujillo's  incipient  program  of  education  through  public  schools.)  Many  of  Castro's 
early  supporters  were  anti-Batista  but  not  anti-clericalj  hence,  when  Castro  took 
issue  with  the  Church,  they  have  turned  on  him  and  joined  the  reactionaries. 
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Evidently  Castro  has  no  fixed  program  but  is  following  the  lines  of  greatest 
compulsion,  which,  in  the  face  of  violent  opposition  from  the  United  States,  means 
a  steady  shift  to  the  left  and  against  clerical  fascism.  He  is  far  from  communist 
yetj  but  he  may  be  forced  into  it  (if  he  survives)  as  a  consequence  of  the  United 
States'  insistance  on  making  Cuba  a  battleground  in  the  Cold  War  between  Roman 
Catholic  clerical  fascism  and  communism.  The  imminent  'export1  of  some  700  alien 
priests  (mostly  Spanish)  is  a  must  for  any  successful  revolution  in  Cuba. 

As  it  is,  Castro  has  been  elevated  to  the  stature  of  a  world  figure  and 
President  Kennedy  has  been  demoted  to  a  pip-squeak  on  the  world  scene.   In  the  fear 
and  anger  of  bitter  frustration,  desperate  and  dangerous  thoughts  must  be  brewing 
in  the  minds  of  American  reactionaries.  The  usual  reaction  under  such  circumstances 
is  to  do  something  violent  and  stupid. 

ANTI-CLIMAX  IN  LAOS 

The  rabid  preparations  for  war  in  Laos  fizzled  in  the  face  of  unenthusiasm 
for  war  on  the  part  of  the  Laotians  and  criticism  from  all  parts  of  the  world.  The 
U.S.  hasn't  given  up  yet,  but  we  are  forced  to  mark  time  while  an  excuse  for  further 
belligerency  in  Laos  can  be  concocted. 

In  the  meantime,  the  situation  in  South  Vietnam  is  attracting  our  attention. 
In  that  corrupt  fascist  puppet  state,  there  is  a  great  deal  of  popular  revulsion 
against  Dictator  Ngo  Dinh  Diem  and  the  coddling  of  his  clique  by  the  U.S.A.  They 
also  have  rebels  in  South  Vietnam,  who  have  sufficient  force,  popular  support,  and 
organization  to  hold  several  large  areas  and  to  conduct  successful  guerrilla 
warfare  against  the  puppet  government.   Hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  have  been 
poured  into  South  Vietnam  from  the  U.S.  Treasury,  with  the  usual  results.  The  next 
move,  if  we  follow  the  routine  pattern,  is  to  declare  the  rebels  to  be  Communists, 
then  send  the  Navy,  Marines,  and  Airforce  into  the  area  to  harass  them. 

NO  PROSPERITY  CORNER  IN  SIGHT 

The  much  hoped  for  upturn  in  the  North  American  economy  during  the  Second 
Quarter  of  196 1  is  failing  to  show  evidence  of  materialization.  There  may  be  no 
statistical  upturn,  but  there  are  plenty  of  hopeful  expressions  about  the  next  few 
months  —  just  like  in  the  spring  of  1932.   It  happened  that  the  'downturn'  of 
1929-1932  could  be  bottomed  out  in  1933  with  the  expansion  of  politically-concocted 
jobs.   It  may  be  noted  that  the  philosophy  of  doing  jobs  with  gangs  of  workers  was 
still  valid  and  in  vogue  in  1933.  But  that  'solution'  is  out  of  the  question  for 
1961.   Gangs  of  workmen  are  becoming  passe  on  the  North  American  Continent.  The 
present  Mode  calls  for  the  elimination  of  jobs  of  work,  not  the  creation  of  new 
jobs. 

Hence,  any  philosophy  of  recovery  based  on  making  more  jobs  for  more  workers 
is  unrealistic  and  doomed  to  frustration.   In  other  words,  all  programs  proposed 
so  far  under  the  Kennedy  Administration  to  relieve  the  distress  of  unemployed 
American  citizens  are  no  good.  What  is  more,  no  positive  and  viable  solution  for 
the  problem  is  possible  within  the  framework  of  our  present  political  and  economic 
system.  Simulated  prosperity  can  be  achieved  only  through  large  scale  deficit 
spending  by  the  government,  such  as  during  World  War  IIj  but  even  that  would  be  of 
short-term  effectiveness  due  to  recent  changes  in  North  America's  ways  of  doing 
work. 

SHORT  NOTE  ON  THE  NEWS 

Fidel  Castro  prophesied  that  Cuba  would  be  invaded  by  the  United  States  and 
our  officials,  with  tongue  in  cheek,  pooh-poohed  the  thought.  Now  we  have  made  him 
into  a  prophet  as  well  as  a  statesman. 

—  Techno  Critic 
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IRON  MINE.  SHIPMENTS  LOWEST  SINCE  1938 

Wall  Street  Journal,  April  k,   1961 — The  steel  industry  is  steadily  recovering 
from  its  protracted  slump.  But  the  mills  guessed  far  too  high  on  their  winter  ore 
needs.  So  stocks  of  Lake  Superior  ore,  the  major  type  used  in  steel,  now  total 
about  38  million  tons,  16  million  more  than  were  piled  at  lower  Great  Lakes  furnaces 
and  docks  a  year  ago. 

Shipments  of  newly-mined  ore  from  Lake  Superior  ports  this  season  probably  will 
drop  to  hO  million  tons,  the  lowest  since  1938.  Last  year,  66  million  tons  moved 
down  the  lakes.  Although  ice  is  already  gone  in  most  lake  areas,  the  first  ship 
isn't  expected  to  load  ore  until  May,  a  full  month  later  than  in  I960.  Many  under- 
ground mines  won't  operate  this  year;  their  costs  top  those  of  open  pits.  U.S. 
Steel  plans  to  keep  its  Coleraine,  Minn.,  ore  concentrating  plant  closed  throughout 
the  season. 

Mounting  competition  from  low-cost  foreign  ore  will  tighten  the  pinch  on  U.S. 
producers,  but  even  imports  will  be  cut.  U.S.  Steel  plans  to  cut  back  output  of 
its  Venezuelan  mines  by  2$%   this  year. 

FARM  GLUT  SWELLS 

Wall  Street  Journal,  March  28,  1961 — Big  Government  takeovers  from  1961  crops 
by  late  this  year  are  expected  to  push  the  Federal  price-support  holdings  above  the 
November,  1959,  record  of  $9.5  billion;  the  last  reported  total,  for  January,  is 
only  $100  million  short  of  that  figure.  A  near-record  wheat  crop  promises  a  big 
new  contribution  to  the  surplus  heap.  The  new  Federal  officials  think  the  feed 
grain  program's  higher  support  prices  may  pull  an  added  250  million  bushels  of  corn 
into  the  Federal  larder  before  the  program's  acreage  curbs  can  bring  supply  into 
line  with  demand. 

Uncle  Sam's  burden  of  i960  products  still  grows.  Farmers  got  price  prop  loans 
on  It 7 5  million  bushels  of  last  year's  corn  during  the  five  months  ended  in  February, 
the  most  in  history  for  the  period.   Officials  expect  up  to  100  million  bushels 
more  before  the  May  31  deadline.  The  total  will  easily  top  the  1957  record  of  550 
million  bushels,  the  most  received  from  any  one  corn  crop. 

101  OF  150  TOP  INDUSTRIAL  ARMS  ARE  LABELED  DISTRESS  AREAS 

Sacramento  Bee,  March  2l|,  1961,  Washington,  UPI — The  labor  department  reported 
today  101  of  the  nation's  15? 0  major  industrial  centers  are  distressed  areas  with  un- 
employment of  6  per  cent  or  more. 

Twenty  five  leading  cities — including  Chicago,  Miami,  San  Francisco-Oakland, 
New  Orleans,  Indianapolis,  and  Seattle — were  added  to  the  list  for  March. 

The  new  total  of  101  areas  with  "substantial"  joblessness  is  an  all  time  high. 
The  previous  peak  was  89,  reached  during  the  low  point  of  the  1958  recession.  The 
figure  a  year  ago  was  33.  The  classification  was  not  made  during  the  great  depres- 
sion of  the  1930s. 

On  the  brighter  side,  the  department  said  that  90  per  cent  of  the  key  produc- 
tion centers  expect  a  pickup  in  employment  between  now  and  May. 

It  also  forecast  modest  gains  in  auto  and  steel  industry  employment  and  a 
sizable  upsurge  in  construction  jobs  in  the  next  two  months  with  the  return  of 
warmer  weather. 

Other  major  areas  added  to  the  list  are: 

Fresno,  San  Jose  and  Stockton,  Calif.,  New  Haven,  Conn,  Wilmington,  Del., 
Tampa-St.  Petersburg,  Fla.,  Rockford,  111.,  Wichita,  Kan.,  Kalamazoo,  Lansing  and 
Saginaw,  Mich.,  Cincinnati  and  Dayton,  Ohio,  Tulsa,  Okla.,  Milwaukee,  Kenosha  and 
Racine,  Wis.,  Manchester,  NH  and  Syracuse,  NY. 

Seven  areas  were  reclassified  to  signify  an  unemployment  rate  of  12  pur  cent 
or  more. 
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They  ares  South  Bend,  Ind.,  Detroit,  Flint,  Mich.,  Erie  and  Scranton,  Pa., 
Youngstown-Warren  and  Lorain-Elyria,  Ohio. 

Two  cities — Water bury,  Conn.,  and  Battle  Creek,  Mich. — were  shifted  into  a 
category  denoting  unemployment  of  from  9  to  12  per  cent. 

The  department  also  added  32  smaller  areas  to  a  separate  list  of  communities 
with  "substantial  unemployment  to  bring  the  total  on   that  list  to  l8Iu 

Ukiah,  Calif,  is  listed  "chronic"  unemployed  center  eligible  for  federal  aid 
under  senate  passed  legislation. 

TEXTILE  INDUSTRY  'BEING  DESTROYED' 

Greenville  News,  March  1,  1961,  Washington— Commerce  Secretary  Luther  H. 
Hodges  says  government  policies  are  "destroying"  the  textile  industry  but  he's 
uncommitted  to  import  quotas  as  a  solution  to  the  problem. 

Hodges,  who  heads  President  Kennedy's  cabinet-level  committee  studying  textiles, 
told  a  press  conference  Tuesday  that  cotton  export  subsidies  and  imports  from  Hong 
Kong  and  other  low-wage  foreign  producers  are  the  chief  causes  of  this  country's 
textile  decline.  .  .  . 

.  .  .  Hodges  conceded  that  the  administration's  decision  boosting  the  export 
subsidy  from  six  cents  to  eight  and  a  half  cents  a  pound  on  the  1961  cotton  crop 
gives  foreign  mills  an  additional  advantage  over  the  American  mills. 

The  only  alternative  to  protecting  the  injured  industry,  he  asserted,  "is  to 
run  the  industry  completely  out  of  business,  which  is  what  is  happening  at  the 
moment."  .  .  . 

ALL  AT  ONE  TIME  —  WONDERS  NEVER  CEASE 

Los  Angeles  Times,  April  15,  1961 — For  the  first  time  since  January,  all  of 
Los  Angeles  area's  automobile  assembly  plants  will  be  in  production  simultaneously 
next  week,  a  plant  survey  showed  Friday. 

Chrysler  Corp.  announced  it  is  recalling  2000  workers  to  its  Maywood  plant 
here  Monday.  Production  also  is  scheduled  at  Ford  Motor  Co.'s  Pico  Rivera  plant 
and  at  General  Motors'  Buick-Oldsmobile-Pontiac  assembly  facility  in  South  Gate 
and  the  Chevrolet  and  Fisher  body  plants  in  Van  Nuys .  Total  employment  of  a  little 
more  than  10,000  workers  is  involved. 

Since  January,  auto  employment  here  and  throughout  the  nation  has  been  spotty. 
Plant  officials  here  said  the  simultaneous  scheduling  of  production  for  next  xreek 
reflects  improved  car  sales  trends  in  March  and  April. 

IMPACT  OF  AUTOMATION  ON  'PRICE  SYSTEM' 

Los  Angeles  Times,  April  16,  1961,  New  York  (AP) — The  story  of  automation 
begins  with  the  invention  of  the  wheel  in  history's  dim  past.   It  is  still  unrolling. 

In  one  form  or  another,  automation  has  always  been  part  of  man's  economic  act- 
ivity. But  the  current  high  joblessness  in  the  United  States  has  placed  it  under 
new  scrutiny.  In  February  5,705,000  were  unemployed,  the  largest  number  since  19l;l. 

Is  automation  the  answer  to  man's  dream  of  more  leisure  time,  inexpensive 
goods  and  a  continually  growing  economy? 

Or  a  Frankenstein's  monster  destroying  jobs  and  men? 

Says  an  unemployed  auto  worker  in  Detroit:   "Automation  has  kicked  me  out  in 
the  street  for  good."  .  .  . 

(Automation  is  not  a  Frankenstein's  monster,  but  the  social 
institution  in  charge  of  it  might  be  referred  to  as  such. 
More  jobs  are  not  the  solution.  What  is  needed  is  greater 
purchasing  power  along  with  an  efficient  system  of  distribution.) 
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MILITARY  BASES  TO  BE  CLOSED  DOW 

Long  Beach  Independent,  March  31,  1961,  Washington  (UPI)--The  Armed  Services 
disclosed  Thursday  that  at  least  13,1|55  civilian  jobs  will  be  abolished  in  sweeping 
economy  moves  topped  by  the  closing  of  52  military  bases  in  2$   states  from  Maine  to 
California. 

None  in  the  Long  Beach  Calif.,  area  was  affected. 

Defense  Secretary  Robert  S.  McMamara  said  9,000  jobs  would  be  eliminated  during 
the  next  three  years  by  shutting  down  the  domestic  bases  as  part  of  President 
Kennedy's  efforts  to  build  a  "lean  and  fit"  military  establishment. 

Another  21  bases  in  eight  foreign  countries  will  be  closed.  They  will  be 
identified  after  final  negotiations  with  the  foreign  governments  involved,  perhaps 
in  two  to  three  weeks. 

McNamara's  statement  was  followed  by  these  additional  announcements  affecting 
civilian  employment; 

The  Air  Force  said  2,755  jobs  in  six  states  t^ouM  be  abolished  by  the  Presi- 
dent's order  halting  development  of  an  atomic-powered  plane.  Most  of  the  workers 
arc  employed  by  the  Pratt  &  Whitney  Division  of  United  Aircraft  Corp.  and  by 
General  Electric  Co. 

DOUGLAS  LAY  OFF 

The  Sacramento  Bee,  March  30,  1961,  Santa  Monica  (AP)— The  Douglas  Aircraft 
Company  has  announced  1,380  employes  will  be  laid  off  at  its  Long  Beach  plant 
tomorrow. 

Company  officials  said  the  reduction  is  part  of  a  continuing  program  to  main- 
tain employment  at  a  level  consistent  with  DCS  jetliner  delivery  schedules,  tem- 
porarily at  a  lower  monthly  rate. 

CANADIAN  UNEMPLOYMENT  —  POST-WAR  HIGH 

The  Western  Producer,  March  30,  1961 — The  number  of  unemployed  in  Canada  in 
February  rose  by  26,000  to  a  post-war  record  of  719,000,  the  Dominion  Bureau  of 
Statistics  reported  March  22. 

The  previous  record  was  693,000  at  mid- January.  A  year  ago  there  were  599,000 
unemployed. 

The  number  of  men  and  women  out  of  work  and  seeking  work  in  mid-February 
represented  11.3  percent  of  the  labor  force,  up  from  10.8  in  January. 

At  the  same  time  the  size  of  the  labor  force— people  available  for  jobs — 
dropped  by  33,000  from  January. 

The  percentage  of  the  labor  force  unemployed  was  about  equivalent  to  the  year 
1938  when  the  figure  was  11. k.     In  1933,  when  the  depression  was  at  its  lowest 
depth,  it  stood  at  19.3.  .  .  . 

.  .  .  Canada's  highest  unemployment  rate~l8  percent  of  the  labor  force — was 
in  the  Atlantic  provinces  where  unemployment  rose  in  the  month  to  101,000  at  mid- 
February. 

The  jobless  rate  in  British  Columbia  hit  13.9  percent  with  80,000  unemployed, 
3000  more  than  in  January. 

In  Canada's  other  two  major  areas  the  unemployment  rate  was  below  the  national 
figure — 8.6  percent  in  Ontario  and  7.1  percent  in  the  Prairie  provinces.  Ontario 
unemployment  remained  unchanged  in  the  month  at  202,000  and  in  the  Prairies  the 
jobless  total  declined  to  76,000  from  81,000.  .  .  . 

POVERTY  IN  THE  MIDST  OF  PLENTY 

Saskatoon  Star-Phoenix,  April  8,  1961,  Regina — The  high  number  of  Saskatchewan 
residents  on  relief  is  not  likely  to  drop  in  the  next  12  months,  Social  Welfare 
Minister  A.  M.  Nicholson  said  Friday. 
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The  minister  told  the  legislature,  during  review  of  welfare  spending  in  this 
fiscal  year,  that  his  department  estimated  21, 825  persons  would  be  on  social  aid 
rolls  throughout  the  province,  at  a  cost  of  $5,500,000. 

That  amount  worked  out  to  a  per  capita  cost  of  $21  a  month,  up  from  an  average 
cost  of  $20.30  a  month  last  year. 

However,  Mr.  Nicholson  explained,  it  was  difficult  to  ascertain  exactly  how 
many  persons  would  need  relief.  • 

"We've  been  wrong  on  estimates  before  and  we  could  be  wrong  again,"  he  said. 

The  1960-61  fiscal  year  was  an  example  of  his  point .  The  Welfare  Department 
estimated  prior  to  the  start  of  the  fiscal  year,  that  16,300  persons  would  draw 
welfare  benefits. 

A  total  of  $3,971,300  was  budgeted  to  cover  the  cost. 

But  there  were  actually  more  than  22,000  on  relief  rolls  and  it  cost  the 
government  $5,971,000. 

Mr.  Nicholson  said  there  were  about  22,000  persons  receiving  social  aid  now. 

The  minister  noted  there  was  a  direct  relation  between  the  number  of  unemployed 
and  the  number  receiving  social  aid. 

THE  'PRICE  SYSTEM'  NEEDS  10.5  MILLION  JOBS 

Los  Angeles  Times,  April  9,  1961,  Minneapolis  (UPI) — Labor  Secretary  Goldberg 
said  Saturday  a  $60  billion  "effort  of  wartime  magnitude"  will  be  needed  within  the 
next  year  if  the  nation  is  to  bring  record  unemployment  to  a  halt. 

He  said  7  million  new  jobs  must  be  created  to  hold  unemployment  down  to  k%   of 
the  work  force— President  Kennedy's  target.   In  March  the  rate  was  1.1%. 

The  secretary  and  other  party  leaders  spoke  to  a  Jefferson-Jackson  Day  dinner 
of  the  Democratic  Farmer-Labor  Party  here. 

He  said  the  first  returns  for  March  "showed  record  employment  levels  accom- 
panied by  seriously  high  unemployment."  There  were  65§  million  people  at  work  but 
5-|  million  out  of  jobs. 

The  crux  of  the  problem  facing  the  nation,  he  said,  is  this: 

"If  we  provide  jobs  for  those  now  without  work,  provide  jobs  for  those  enter- 
ing the  labor  force,  provide  jobs  for  those  displaced  by  technological  change,  pro- 
vide full  employment  for  those  now  working  part  time  involuntarily — we  will  have  to 
create  over  7  million  new  jobs  in  order  to  hold  unemployment  down  to  k%,   and  10-|- 
million  jobs  to  reach  full  employment." 

Seven  million  new  jobs  in  12  months  "would  require  a  $60  billion  increase  in 
our  national  production,  an  effort  of  wartime  magnitude,"  Goldberg  told  the  dinner. 

He  added  that  "the  forward  progress  of  the  economy  rests  primarily  with  private 
industry  in  the  United  States  and  its  ability  to  provide  good  jobs  at  good  wages," 

The  Kennedy  administration,  he  said,  "will  move  forward  with  broad  policies  to 
create  a  climate  of  business  opportunity  that  will  fuel  a  higher  rate  of  economic 
growth. " 

Goldberg  also  said  he  would  visit  Sweden  this  June  "to  study  their  system  of 
handling  unemployment  problems  and  encouraging  the  mobility  of  their  labor  force." 
The  invitation  was  extended  by  the  Swedish  government. 

Such  trips  are  good,  he  said,  because  "from  such  studies  and  ideas,  circulating 
in  the  modern  world,  we  may  get  a  sharper  and  clearer  idea  of  our  own  system. "... 

(The  unemployment  problem  facing  our  incompetent  political 
'leaders'  is  of  such  magnitude  (within  a  Price  System)  that 
we  find  them  desperately  and  futilely  tracing  across  the  globe 
in  search  of  an  answer. 

The  solution  to  our  problem  will  not  be  found  in  communism, 
fascism,  socialism,  conservatism,  liberalism,  autocracy, 
democracy,  or  any  other  social  philosophy.  So  why  go  half 
way  around  the  globe  when  the  answer  is  right  here  in  North 
America  with  Technocracy  Inc.) 
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CANADIAN  BUSINESS  FAILURES  UP 

Hamilton  Spectator,  March  Ik,   1961,  Ottawa,  (CP)— The  number  of  Canadian 
businesses  gone  bankrupt  last  year  was  21  per  cent  higher  than  in  1959  and  the 
defaulted  liabilities  that  resulted  were  up  by  more  than  half. 

The  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics  reported  today  there  were  2,699  business 
failures  compared  with  2,229  in  1959.  Total  liabilities  were  up  to  $ll*8, 253,000 
from  ■'195,786,000  and  the  average  defaulted  amount  per  business  was  $51*,  929  from 
$1*2,973  in  1959.  .  .  . 

AN  ECONOMIC  ANALYSIS 

Los  Angeles  Mirror,  April  1,  1961,  Cynthiana,  Ky.  (AP)~ Does  this  country's 
economic  situation  confuse  you?  Here's  the  answer,  supplied  by  Kentucky's  Lt.  Gov. 
Wilson  Wyatt  at  a  banquets 

"The  Commerce  Department  reports  that  sales  and  income  figures  show  an  easing 
up  of  the  rate  at  which  business  is  easing  off,  which  is  taken  as  proof  of  the 
government's  contention  that  there  is  a  slowing  up  of  the  slowdown. 

"In  order  to  clarify  the  cautious  terminology  of  the  experts,  it  should  be 
noted  that  a  slowing  up  of  the  slowdown  is  not  as  good  as  an  upturn  in  the  down- 
turn, but  it  is  a  good  deal  better  than  either  speedup  of  the  slowdown  or  a  deepen- 
ing of  the  downturn,  and  does  suggest  that  the  climate  is  about  right  for  an  adjust- 
ment to  the  readjustment. 

"Turning  to  unemployment,  we  find  a  definite  decrease  in  the  rate  of  the 
increase,  which  clearly  shows  that  there  is  a  letting  up  of  the  letdown. 

"Of  course,  if  the  slowdown  should  speed  up,  the  decrease  in  the  rate  of 
increase  of  unemployment  would  turn  into  an  increase  in  the  rate  of  decrease  of 
employment.   In  other  words,  the  deceleration  would  be  accelerated. 

"But  the  indicators  suggest  rather  a  leveling  off,  followed  by  a  gentle 
pickup,  rather  than  a  faster  pickup,  a  slowdown  of  the  pickup  and  finally  a  leveling 
off  again  of  the  pickup." 

Now,  that  clears  the  whole  thing  up,  doesn't  it? 

U.S.  FOREIGN  AID  SINCE  WORLD  WAR  II 

Hamilton  Spectator,  March  21,  1961,  Washington  (AP) — Since  the  end  of  the 
Second  World  War,  the  United  States  has  spent  the  fantastic  sum  of  $85,800,000,000 
to  aid  allies,  friends  and  former  foes. 

Of  the  total,  $60,1+00,000,000  has  gone  for  economic  aid,  $25,1*00,000,000  for 
military  assistance. 

This  money  has  been  used  to  build  dams,  feed  the  hungry,  purchase  plows  and 
seed,  rebuild  factories,  construct  roads,  water  deserts,  shore  up  bankrupt  gov- 
ernment's, and  arm  allies.  .  .  . 

....  At  the  moment  the  United  States  is  losing  money  at  the  rate  of  $3,800,« 
000,000  a  year;  that  is,  the  United  States  is  spending  that  much  more  abroad  than 
it  earns  from  foreign  sources. 

The  net  result  has  been  a  loss  of  gold  used  to  support  the  value  of  the 
dollar.  If  the  gold  drain  continues  unchecked  the  loss  could  undermine  the  U.S. 
economy  and  its  position  in  the  world.  .  .  . 

.  .  .  Whatever  the  future  holds  the  fact  remains  that  for  the  last  ll*  years 
the  United  States  has  given  of  its  treasure  to  more  than  70  nations.  Whether  this 
money,  equal  to  a  tax  load  of  about  $1*21  for  every  living  U.S.  citizen,  has  been 
spent  wisely  is  a  matter  of  debate.  .  ,  . 

.  .  .  Among  the  broad  charges  levelled  by  critics  against  the  foreign  aid 
program  are  these: 

1.  The  United  States  gave  economic  and  military  aid  to  dictators  who  then 
used  this  aid  to  suppress  their  own  people  in  the  name  of  ant-communism. 
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2.  The  U.S.  aid  was  used  by  allies  and  former  foes  to  rebuild  and  modernize 
their  industrial  complexes  in  such  a  way  that  they  are  now  the  chief  competitors  to 
the  U.S.  and  this  competition  is  injurious  to  domestic  labor  and  industry. 

3.  Corrupt  officials  used  U.S.  funds  to  enrich  themselves  and  their  cronies, 
leaving  little  for  the  people. 

k.     The  United  States  underwrote  for  all  practical  purposes  the  French  wars 
in  Indochina  and  Algeria. 

Undoubtedly  there  are  some  truths  in  all  these  charges,  but  they  do  not  affect 
the  United  States'  basic  motivation.   (Like  making  the  world  safe  for  American 
free  enterprise  by  insuring  a  'democratic'  set  up.   Ed.) 

The  United  States  has  been  lavish  in  its  aid  to  former  enemies  and  to  dictators. 

Germany  has  received  over  $1+, 000, 000, 000  in  economic  aid  and  $926,000,000  for 
the  creation  of  an  armed  force.  Italy  has  been  granted  $3,1+00,000,000  in  economic 
aid  and  $2,000,000,000  in  military  assistance. 

Japan  has  received  $2,500,000,000  in  economic  aid  and  $767,000,000  in  military 
assistance.  Austria,  now  demilitarized,  has  been  given  $1,200,000,000  in  economic 
aid. 

The  dictators  of  the  western  world  have  not  fared  badly  either.  Spain  has 
received  $1,000,000,000  in  economic  aid  and  $1+10,000,000  for  her  military.  Portugal 
has  received  $68,600,000  in  economic  assistance  and  more  than  five  times  that  much 
in  military  aid. 

Cuba  was  given  $1+1,000,000  in  economic  assistance,  $11,000,000  worth  of  arms. 
While  the  Dominican  Republic  got  only  $2,700,000  in  economic  aid,  she  received 
$6,300,000  in  military  aid. 

Formosa  received  $1,800,000,000  in  economic  aid  and  $1,900,000,000  in  arms  and 
money  to  maintain  her  500,000-man  armed  force. 

Saudi  Arabia  was  granted  $1+1,000,000  in  economic  aid.  Pakistan  got  $1,200,000,- 
000. 

Both  Saudi  Arabia  and  Pakistan  have  received  substantial  military  aid,  but 
just  how  much  is  classified  as  secret.  Presumably  the  United  States  does  not  want 
to  offend  the  Saudi.  Arabians'  enemy,  Israel,  while  mention  of  arms  aid  to  Pakistan 
would  be  offensive  to  India. 

There  have  been  repeated  reports  of  corruption  among  officials  in  Korea,  Laos 
and  Viet  Nam. 

France  has  received  $5,100,000,000  in  economic  aid  $1+,  200, 000, 000  in  military 
aie.  This  is  just  about  what  France  spent  on  the  wars  in  Indochina  and  Algeria. 

And  so  it  goes.  The  United  States  has  even  given  money  to  Communist  nations. 
Poland  and  Yugoslavia  together  have  received  $2,000,000,000  in  economic  aid. 
Yugoslavia  together  have  received  $2,000,000,000  in  economic  aid.  Yugoslavia  also 
received  $700,000,000  in  military  assistance. 

This  is  the  way  the  aid  breaks  down: 

The  European  nations  have  received  $1+1,1+00,000,000;  Far  Eastern  nations, 
$18, 000, 000, 000 j  Near  Eastern  and  South  Asia  nations  $12,800,000,000;  the  nations 
of  Latin  America  $14,100,000,000;  the  African  nations,  $800,000,000.  All  these  sums 
have  been  rounded  off. 
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COMMENTS  ON  THE  NEWS 


SET-BACK  IN  SOUTH  KOREA 


The  Chang  government  of  South  Korea,  which  replaced  the  tyrannical  and  corrupt 
government  of  Syngman  Rhee  as  a  Kerensky-type  interim  regime,  capitulated  to  a 
military  junta  this  past  month.  The  Chang  government  fail  3d  to  institute  any  of 
the  much  needed  revolutionary  changes  that  the  people  demanded  and  it  was  under 
popular  fire  at  heme.  The  character  of  the  military  junta  could  readily  be  assessed 
from  the  nature  of  the  U.S.  official  reaction  to  it.  This  reaction  was  a  tepid 
statement  of  support  for  Chang  and  a  casual  'wait-and-see'  attitude  toward  the 
usurper  regime.  That  attitude  was  proof  enough  that  the  junta  was  of  a  reactionary 
character  and  ocunter-revolutionarj  in  design.  Once  it  is  firmly  established  in 
power,  we  can  expect  it  to  receive  prompt  recognition  by  the  U.S.  State  Department. 
The  fact  that  the  junta  immediately  proceeded  to  arrest  leftists,  alleged  leftists, 
and  liberals  wholesale  indicates  that  South  Korea  is  in  for  a  reign  of  terror  on 
the  fascist  pattern.  .  .  .  South  Korea  will  have  no  Future  so  long  as  U.S.  policy 
dominates  that  area  and  while  corrupt,  reactionary  governments  are  held  in  power. 
Soath  Korea  is  in  serious  ne^d  of  a  popular  revolution. 

AFTERMATH  OF  THE  'CUBAN  AFFAIR' 

The  first  serious  'action'  of  the  vigorous  new  administration  surely  demon- 
strates the  inept ness  of  the  strategic  concepts  which  guide  it  as  well  as  the 
tactical  judgment.  President  Kennedy  receives  personal  blame  fcr  this  brazen 
interference  in  the  internal  affairs  of  another  state,  but  the  fall  guilt  cannot  be 
focused  that  small  nor  that  preoisoly..  The  Eisenhower -Nixon  ad  ministration  provic.ed 
the  setup  for  it  ;  the  CIA  did  the  ;erain'  work;  thfe  Pentagon  brass  willingly  par- 
ticipated; and  a  large  claque  of  reactionaries  and  clericals  furnished  the  applause. 
The  newspapers  and  broadcasting  stations  gave  the  invasion  Kadiron  Avenue-type 
publicity.  The  whole  sorry  mess  blew  up  and  collapsed  in  their  faces.  They  were 
ALL  wrong.  The  result  was  the  opposite  of  what  wae  hoped  fcr:   Fidel  Castro  was 
catapulted  into  the  ranks  of  World  Heroes j  Soviet  prestige  went  up  in  the  eyes  of 
the  world;  nations  emerging  f r m   tyranny  everywhere  were  given  new  hope;  and  the 
vigorous  new  administration,  principally  John  Kennedy  and  Mien  Dulles,  began  to 
look  second-rate  compared  to  the  rear  end  of  a  horse.  .  .  .  But  it  is  safe  to 
presume  that  there  is  feverish  activity  in  the  back  planning  rooms  of  Georgetown 
University.   As  they  say,  'the  Bourbons  never  learn  and  they  never  forget.'  They 
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never  learn  that  you  cannot  destroy  a  social  idea  with  bullets,  that  you  can  do  so 
only  with  a  better  ideaj  and  that,  the  U.S.,  officially,  does  not  have, 

THE  LAOTIAN  AFFAIR  DRAGS  ON 

On  the  other  side  of  the  world,  the  vigorous  new  administration's  other 
top-ranking  site  for  military  intervention,  Lacs,  is  exhibiting  a  disgustingly 
lackadaisical  attitude  toward  the  Cold  War  and  the  ILS.  need  for  foreign  'action.' 
SEATO  refuses  to  sanction  belligerency  involving  U.S.  forces;  the  Laotian  people 
ore  too  peaceful  by  nature  and  too  interested  in  living  for  our  purposes;  and  even 
Thailand,  our  seat  of  operations,  is  getting  disturbed  over  the  crudeness  of 
American  maneuvers,  ...  In  Geneva,  an  attempt  is  being  made  to  settle  the  Laotian 
Affair  amicably,  but  it  is  proceeding  with  negative  *  cooperation'  from  the  U.S. 
delegation.  It  is  clear  that  the  Kennedy  administration  does  not  want  a  peaceful 
political  settlement  of  the  affair  in  Laos,  nor  even  a  neutral  Laos.  At  the 
moment,  it  wants  only  a  cease-fire  —  because  the  other  side  is  winning. 

America's  number  one  worry  in  southeast  Asia,  however,  is  the  situation  in 
South  Vietnam  where  an  internal  revolution  is  spreading,  and  where  desperate  but 
well-organized  fighting  is  going  on  against  the  corrupt,  inept,  and  very  greedy 
regime  of  the  Roman  Catholic  premier,  Diem,  whom  the  U.S.  set  up  as  a  puppet  and 
who  is  being  held  in  power  by  American  arms  and  dollars.  The  South  Vietnamese 
situation  may  well  take  over  the  newspaper  headlines  from  the  Laotian  Affair  in  the 
neqr  future. 

MEN  IN  SPACE 

Russian  technologists  put  a  man  in  orbit,  sent  him  around  the  world,  and 
brought  him  safely  back  to  earth  in  a  designated  spot.   Shortly  thereafter,  U.S. 
technologists  lobbed  a  man  through  a  short  trajectory  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean  and 
recovered  him  safely  in  a  designated  spot.  These  are  a  fair  appraisal  of  the 
relative  advancement  of  the  two  nations  in  rocket  launching  capabilities.  ...  To 
refer  to  either  of  these  men  in  trajectory  as  'astronauts'  is  in  the  same  category 
of  deception  as  a  Hollywood  description  of  a  Grade  B  Western  as  'a  colossal 
stupendous  extravaganza! ' :  Astronaut  —  traveler  among  the  stars  —  is  a  fictional 
concept  which  has  an  infinitesimal  probability  of  ever  being  experienced  by  earth 
people.  Even  among  fiction  writers,  astronautics  is  devoid  of  glamor  without  the 
accompanying  postulate  that  physical  bodies  can  be  transported  through  the  universe 
at  velocities  many  times  the  speed  of  light  —  a  physical  absurdity. 

This  is  a  Hollywood-Madison  Avenue  world  of  make-believe.  Scientists,  techno- 
logists, engineers,  and  technicians  do  the  discovery,  the  planning,  and  the  work  to 
get  things  done.  Whenever  a  modest  success  is  achieved,  corporate  businessmen 
blossom  forth  (in  the  form  of  full-page  illustrated  advertisements)  to  take  the 
bows  for  providing  the  know-how  and  materials,  and  front  office  politicians  step 
out  to  usurp  the  glory  by  proclaiming  themselves  to  be  the  guardians  of  the  wisdom 
and  foresight  which  made  the  achievement  possible.  The  public  merely  suspends  for 
a  moment  its  preoccupation  with  ball  games  to  exhibit  varying  degrees  of  amazement. 

—  Techno  Critic 

PRODUCTIVE  EFFICIENCY  REDUCES  FARM  POPULATION  TO  LEVEL  OF  i860 

Toronto  Globe  &  Mail,  April  h,   196 1 — The  United  States  Census  Bureau  has  come 
up  with  some  curious  and  striking  statistics.   It  estimates  the  present  farm  popula- 
tion of  the  U.S.  at  15,635*000  and  it  points  out  that  this  is  just  about  what  it 
was  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  a  century  ago.  The  rural  population  has  been 
declining  steadily  since  1916  when  it  reached  a  peak  of  32  million. 
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The  census  of  i860  gave  the  United  States  a  total  population  of  31>i+i+3;321. 
At  that  time,  farm  families  constituted  just  about  50  per  cent  of  the  total.  Last 
year,  the  U.S.  population  passed  180  million.  Of  this  total,  farm  families  con- 
stituted only  8.7  per  cent. 

Here  is  a  dramatic  illustration  of  the  growth  of  industry  and  city  life  over 
the  past  century,  not  only  in  the  United  States  but  in  every  advanced  country.  But 
the  figures  also  reflect  the  increasing  efficiency  and  productiveness  of  agricul- 
ture.  In  i860,  the  farmers  of  the  United  States  grew  enough  food  to  feed  themselves 
and  an  approximately  equal  number  of  town  and  city  residents.   In  i960  they  produced 
enough  to  feed  almost  11  times  their  own  number  of  urban  dwellers --and  to  leave  an 
unmanageable  surplus  besides. 

A  UNIQUE  PROBLEM 

Los  Angeles  Times,  May  7,   196l,  Washington  (U?l)--.  .  .  Latest  statistics  show 
America  has  become  the  first  country  in  which  the  number  of  productive  workers 
declines  while  the  output  of  material  goods  increases. 

This  process  creates  problems  which  have  been  emphasized  by  the  now  easing 
recession.  Experts  predict  that  once  a  normal  level  of  production  is  again 
achieved,  there  will  still  be  fewer  jobs  in  manufacturing  than  before  the  slump. 

In  both  manufacturing  and  agriculture,  machines  are  replacing  men --and  more 
and  more  of  the  machines  are  automats,  requiring  little  or  no  human  supervision. 

Between  19^+7  and  i960,  the  number  of  workers  in  agriculture  and  the  "material 
goods"  sector  has  declined  from  26.5  million  to  25  million. 

But  during  the  same  period,  the  annual  production  of  material  goods  increased 
by  almost  50$  and  the  population  rose  by  30  million. 

Today,  one  worker  produces  enough  food  and  manufactured  goods  to  provide  him- 
self and  six  fellow  citizens  with  all  they  need.   In  addition,  he  produces  large 
amounts  for  export. 

Increasing  productivity,  largely  brought  about  by  automation,  makes  it  possible 
to  reduce  the  productive  work  force  by  more  than  one  million  men  a  year  while 
maintaining  a  steady  output  level.  .  .  . 

CAR  SALES  ON  RISE,  BUT  MORS  LAYOFFS 

Hamilton  Spectator,  April  1,  I96I,  Detroit,  (UPl) — Despite  a  spring  upturn, 
the  U.S.  auto  industry  will  lay  off  more  than  ^0,000  workers  next  week  due  to  the 
generally  low  level  of  sales. 

The  industry  has  stepped  up  passenger  car  production  schedules  in  line  with 
increasing  sales,  but  some  plants  still  face  closedowns  because  of  a  near-record 
million-car  inventory.  .  .  . 

PRODUCTION  SAGS  IN  CANADA 

Toronto  Globe  &  Mail,  April  h,   I96I- -Chrysler  Corp.  of  Canada  Ltd.  remains  the 
hardest  hit  of  Canadian  auto  producers,  with  production  in  the  first  quarter  of 
196l  about  32  per  cent  lower  than  for  the  like  i960  period.  The  Canadian  Automobile 
Chamber  of  Comerce  estimates  Chrysler  of  Canada  output  to  April  1  at  10,M+2  units. 

General  Motors  of  Canada  Ltd.  output  is  also  down  sharply  in  the  period  at 
^1-6,603  units,  about  19  per  cent  below  the  level  of  i960  production  for  this  time  of 
year. 

Eoth  General  Motors  of  Canada  and  Chrysler  of  Canada  production  declines  this 
year  are  greater  than  the  industry  average  of  17  per  cent  for  cars .  Total  truck 
output  this  year  is  down  2k   per  cent.  .  .  . 


-h- 
THE  METRICAL  SOCIAL  MECHANISM 

Los  Angeles  Times,  April  23,  I96I,  Washington  (AP)--The  United  States  faces 
the  next -to -impossible  task  of  providing  7-3  million  new  jobs  this  year  if  it  hopes 
to  reduce  unemployment  to  a  rate  of  kjo ,    the  nation*s  editors  were  told  Saturday. 

"And  k°jo   is  not  a  desired  average,  only  an  early  goal.   Obviously  we  must  do 
better  than  that,'?)  said  Labor  Secretary  Goldberg.  .  .  . 

.  .  .  Goldberg  told  the  600  editors  it  has  been  estimated  that  joblessness, 
now  5-5  million,  will  average  about  5  million  or  7$  of  the  working  force  even  if 
the  budding  recovery  makes  I962   "a  boom  year,  breaking  all  records." 

The  problem  for  I962  is  aggravated,  he  said,  by  the  expectation  that  the  labor 
force  will  grow  1.3  million;  that  about  1.8  million  jobs  will  disappear  because  of 
automation  and  technological  improvements  and  that  another  1.9  million  jobs  will  be 
needed  to  give  fill  time  work  to  today's  part-time  workers. 

"This  is  a  vast  challenge  and  a  huge  responsibility,"  the  Labor  Secretary  said. 
Management  and  labor,  as  well  as  government  must  attack  the  problem  and  face  up  to 
the  consequences  of  displacing  men  by  machines,  he  said,  adding: 

"Management  has  got  to  stop  automatically  resisting  proposals  to  ease  the 
human  burden  of  automation  whether  they  are  made  by  labor  unions  or  public  >     " 
officials.  .  .  Labor  for  its  part  must  meet  management  half  way.   It  must  abandon 
restrictive  practices."  .... 

('DISPLACING  MEN'  by  machines  is  the  only  way  the  'Price  System' 
can  operate  on  this  Continent. 

'DISPLACING  WORK'  with  machines  will  require  new  concepts  for 
social  operation  based  on  scientific  methods  rather  than  on 
monetary  cons  iderations . ) 

JOBLESS  MARCH  AT  OTTAWA  DEMANDING  JOBS 

Saskatoon  Star-Phoenix,  April  25,  196l,  Ottawa  (CP)--A  rally  of  some  600 
unemployed  workers  Monday  night  made  a  pledge  to  prevent  "the  dirty  30s  from  pro- 
jecting themselves  into  the  sick  60s." 

The  unemployed  who  converged  on  the  capital  at  dawn  from  southern  Ontario 
cities  and  Montreal,  capped  a  day  of  parades  and  meetings  with  governments  officials 
with  a  rally  at  the  Coliseum. 

Their  leaders  said  "we  will  return  three  or  four  times  as  strong  in  three  or 
six  months"  if  jobs  aren't  made  available  for  Canada's  more  than  700,000  unemployed. 

.  .  .  Speaking  for  the  government,  Labor  Minister  Starr  said: 

"As  a  government,  we  don't  want  this  problem.  We  would  certainly  be  foolish 
if  we  obscured  our  vision  and  did  nothing  about  it.   In  time  we  have  to  go  back  to 
the  voters  who  elected  us . " 

Stanley  Thornley  of  Toronto,  leader  of  the  group  which  calls  itself  the 
National  Unemployment  Lobby  Committee,  said  immediate  action  must  be  taken. 

"The  unemployed  are  only  starting  their  campaign,"  he  said.   "If  the  government 
does  not  act,  they  will  stand  exposed  before  the  whole  country. 

"We  hope  to  make  it  so  embarrassing  for  every  member  of  Parliament  that  our 
program  will  go  through." 

HIGH  UNEMPLOYMENT  CREATES  JOBS --AT  STATE  EMPLOYMENT  OFFICES 

Wall  Street  Journal,  May  11,  1961—The  heavy  flow  of  unemployment  compensation 
claims  has  forced  many  states  to  increase  staffs  at  employment  offices .   "We  have 
1,071  workers  in  local  employment  offices,  up  sharply  from  600  a  year  ago,"  says  an 
Illinois  official.   Indiana  has  added  270  employment  office  workers  in  the  past  six 
months  to  handle  long  lines  of  claimants  for  jobless  benefits. 


-5- 

Although  some  states  urge  managers  of  local  employment  offices  to  fill  their 
staff  needs  with  persons  on  their  own  unemployment  rolls ,  it  doesn't  always  work. 
Says  the  office  manager  of  an  Indiana  employment  center:   "I've  taken  on  15 
employes  recently  and  not  one  was  collecting  an  unemployment  check  beforehand.   I 
can't  hire  a  laid-off  blast  furnace  worker  to  operate  a  typewriter." 

Over  2.7  million  persons  are  drawing  unemployment  compensation,  up  kyjo   from 
a  year  ago . 

FUTILEY  SEARCHING  FOR  A  REMEDY  IN  A  SEA  OF  IMPONDERABLES 

Long  Beach  Independent,  May  11,  1961,  Washington --New  and  troublesome  estimates 
of  the  extent,  the  age  type  and  the  possible  permanence  of  unemployment  lie  behind 
the  administration's  consideration  of  a  billion -dollar  atack  on  this  basic  and 
human  problem.  The  Kennedy -Goldberg  remedies  range  from  reestablishment  of  a 
Civilian  Conservation  Corps  to  retraining  of  elderly  and  displaced  employes. 

Government  economists,  in  the  latest  survey,  have  finally  fixed  on  the  volume 
of  unemployed  people  which  they  will  consider  as  normal  manageable,  and  no  real 
threat  to  a  productive  industrial  system;  and  imposing  a  minimum  of  personal  hard- 
ship. 

It  is  k  per  cent  of  the  total  work  force.  This  work  force  is  estimated  by 
Labor  Secretary  Arthur  J.  Goldberg  at  a  potential  72,000,000  in  a  population  of 
about  170,000,000. 

On  this  basis,  the  number  of  permanently  unemployed  would  be  almost  3^000,000, 
or  2,000,000  less  than  the  number  figured  to  be  out  of  work  now.   However,  with 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  school  graduates  reaching  the  age  of  employment  annually, 
the  work  force  will  soar  beyond  80,000,000  even  after  deaths  and  retirement. 

If  the  k   per  cent  estimate  proves  accurate  and  permanent,  the  unemployment  roll 
will  be  well  over  3^000,000.  And  these  figures  do  not  take  into  account  the  loss 
of  jobs  resulting  from  automation  or  the  eventual  use  of  atomic  energy  in  peacetime 
industry,  possibly  replacing  coal,  oil  and  gas. 

The  shifts  in  the  ages  of  our  population  will  create  new  difficulties .   In  a 
few  years  hence,  possibly  five  according  to  Census  Bureau  estimates. 

If  all  those  from  19  to  6k   can  be  gainfully  employed,  the  labor  force  would 
be  about  90,000,000.   But  many  in  the  19  to  2k   bracket  will  be  attending  school  or 
serving  in  the  armed  forces . 

Moreover,  with  men  and  women  eligible  to  retire  on  Social  Security  benefits 
at  62  instead  of  65,  the  number  of  productive  and  taxpaying  people  between  k?   and 
6k   will  be  reduced  considerably. 

In  short,  about  80,000,000  people  will  be  called  upon  to  bear  the  burden  of 
the  larger  part  of  the  population,  an  estimated  95;000,000  or  more. 

This  imbalance  in  population  ages  could  have  harmful  economic  effects,  as 
federal  experts  note  but  do  not  publicize. 

It  is  obvious  to  them  that  the  mass  of  youngsters  and  oldsters  will  not  be 
producers  or  purchasers  of  heavy  and  durable  goods  that  support  our  major  indus- 
tries --homes,  household  equipment,  automobiles,  and  all  the  other  things  needed 
for  establishing  and  maintaining  a  family.  Nor  will  they  be  a  fruitful  source  of 
federal,  state  or  city  taxes  . 

Their  principal  demands,  whether  attending  school  or  living  in  retirement, 
will  be  for  light  consumer  goods  and  services.  Even  today,  the  people  employed  in 
trade  and  service  lines  outnumber  those  required  in  the  heavy  industries. 

These  figures  and  forecasts  explain  why  President  Kennedy,  Secretary  Goldberg 
and  Walter  Heller,  chairman  of  the  Economic  Advisory  Council,  counsel  that,  even 
if  the  present  unemployment  problem  is  solved  or  minimuzed  by  New  Frontiers  moves, 
we  will  be  a  long  way  in  emerging  from  the  economic  woods.  They  also  account  for 
the  more  expensive  and  comprehensive  program  that  may  soon  be  sent  to  Congress . 


PRESERVATION  OF  STATUS  QUO  TAKES  PRECEDENCE 

Toronto  Globe  &  Mail,  Hamilton,  April  27,  I96l  (CP)--I.  W.  Abel  of  Pittsburgh, 
international  secretary-treasurer  of  the  United  Steelworkers  of  America,  said  today- 
President  John  F.  Kennedy's  Administration  is  more  concerned  with  foreign  aid  than 
with  the  plight  of  its  own  people. 

He  called  it  "asinine"  to  spend  $k   billion  a  year  in  foreign  aid  when  only 
$351,000,000  was  being  considered  for  depressed  areas  within  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Abel  told  the  union's  annual  policy  conference  President  Kennedy's  recent 
extension  of  unemployment  insurance  benefits  was  only  a  stopgap  measure. 

The  President  was  doing  little  to  enact  his  promises  for  medical  aid  to  the 
aged  and  school  and  highway  building  programs,  and--"with  the  developing  situation 
there  is  little  hope  such  things  will  ever  be  enacted." 

CANADA'S  JOBLESS  FUND  DWINDLING 

Hamilton  Spectator,  Ottawa,  April  26,  1961  (cr)--The  Unemployment  Insurance 
Fund  has  reached  a  new  low  in  the  downward  trend  which  began  December,  1956,  when 
the  fund  stood  at  $926,000,000. 

The  fund,  made  up  of  regular  contributions  from  workers,  employers  and  the 
Federal  Government,  stood  at  $185,298,087  at  the  March  31  close  of  the  Government's 
fiscal  year.  .  .  . 

FOOD  STAMP  PLAN  TO  BEGIN  IN  JUNE 

Los  Angeles  Times,  May  1^,  I96I,  Washington  (UPl)--The  pilot  food  stamp  pro- 
gram, designed  to  put  more  and  better  foods  on  tables  of  needy  families,  is 
scheduled  to  go  into  effect  in  early  June. 

The  Agriculture  Department  said  the  program,  a  refined  version  of  the  1939 -^+3 
food  stamp  plan,  will  broaden  the  diets  of  welfare  families  by  increasing  their 
buying  power. 

Instead  of  receiving  donated  commodities  from  the  government,  low -income 
families  in  the  test  areas  will  receive  coupons  with  which  to  buy  their  own  choice 
of  foods  at  the  grocery  counter. 

This  should  increase  markedly  their  consumption  of  meat,  poultry,  fruits,  veg- 
etables, and  dairy  products.  At  the  same  time  it  would  expand  the  domestic  demand 
for  these  farm  food  products . 

The  department  said  that  by  increasing  domestic  food  consumption,  individual 
diets  will  be  improved,  farm  income  increased,  and  surpluses  reduced. 

Take  feed  grains  as  an  example.   If  a  farmer  uses  his  grain  to  feed  livestock 
(instead  of  selling  it  as  a  low-priced  surplus)  and  if  the  products  from  this 
livestock  are  within  reach  of  low -income  families,  everyone  stands  to  gain:   the 
farmer  because  he  is  selling  his  output  more  profitably,  the  retailer  because  he 
is  getting  more  nutritious  food. 

Test  areas  of  the  food  stamp  program  are:   Franklin  County,  Illinois;  Floyd 
County,  Kentucky;  City  of  Detroit,  Mich.;  the  Virginia -Hibbing-Nashw auk  area  of 
northern  Minnesota;  Silver  Bow  County,  Montana;  San  Miguel  County,  New  Mexico; 
Fayette  County,  Pennsylvania;  and  McDowell  County,  West  Virginia. 

These  localities  are  all  areas  of  chronic  unemployment. 

Eligible  families  will  be  certified  by  public  welfare  agencies.  They  will  be 
those  persons  already  receiving  public  aid,  or  low -income  families  who  are  in 
economic  need  of  additional  food. 

To  insure  that  these  families  use  the  stamp  coupons  to  boost  their  food 
expenditures  and  not  as  a  substitute  for  their  usual  food  money,  the  government 
asks  that  certain  amount  of  the  food  stamp  coupons  be  purchased,  except  if  the 
family  does  not  have  any  income.  The  charge  will  depend  upon  the  income  of  the 
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family  and  the  amount  they  would  normally  be  expected  to  spend  for  food. 

The  additional  stamps  that  v/ould  be  provided  at  no  cost  would  permit  the 
family  to  buy  a  more  adequate  diet.  Families  with  no  income  will  get  the  stamps 
free  . 

A  family  might  be  charged  $^-0  for  its  monthly  allotment  of  stamps  and  receive 
stamp  coupons  valued  at  $60.  The  family  then  would  use  its  $60  worth  of  stamps  -- 
in  denominations  of  25  cents  and  $1  -••  to  buy  commercial -brand  food  at  co-operating 
retail  stores . 

In  this  manner,  the  stamp  program  gives  participating  families  extra  buying 
power  for  a  better  diet. 

The  items  that  cannot  be  purchased  with  the  stamps  include  a  wide  variety  of 
non-food  items  usually  stocked  by  grocers --soap  and  other  household  cleaning  aids, 
light  bulbs,  and  the  like.  Alcoholic  beverages  and  tobacco  also  are  out  as  are 
fisheries  products . 

CRIMINALS  OUTNUMBER  COLLEGE  STUDENTS  3  TO  1 

The  Congressional  Record  April  25,  19 6l,  page  a  2775  (from  an  editorial 
appearing  in  The  Richmond  Kentucky  Daily  Register,  April  11,  196l) --There  are  more 
criminals  in  the  United  States  than  there  are  college  students.  John  E.  Hoover 
states  that;  "U.S.  crime  costs  the  U.S.  taxpayers  $28,500  per  minute  or  $1,710,000 
per  hour.  There  are  three  times  as  many  criminals  as  college  students. 

Criminals  force  us  to  spend  each  year  k   2/3  as  much  on  them  as  we  spend  on 
all  forms  of  education,  public  and  private." 

Major  crimes  have  increased  'j&fo   since  1950  and  Hoover  predicts  that  there 
will  be  another  35$  increase  in  crime  in  the  next  10  years. 

(With  the  elimination  of  the  'Price  System'  95/°  of  our  crime  -- 
the  percentage  attributed  to  monetary  restrictions  --  will 
automatically  disappear.  The  remaining  jjo   can  be  treated 
effectively  with  education  and  psychiatry.) 

CHURCH'S  DEMAND  FOR  PUBLIC  FUNDS 

Los  Angeles  Times,  May  23,  19^1,  St.  Louis  (AP) --Southern  Baptist  leaders  were 
told  Monday  night  the  American  Roman  Catholic  heirarchy- -"controlled  by  a  single 
dictator  in  Rome"  --is  trying  to  dip  into  the  public  treasury. 

Glenn  L.  Archer  of  Washington,  D.C.,  said  in  a  speech  at  the  annual  pastors' 
conference  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  leaders  of  American  Catholicsm  "want 
more  Catholic  hospitals  and  more  Catholic  schools  paid  for  by  you  and  me  as  tax- 
payers." Archer  is  executive  director  of  Protestants  and  Other  Americans  United 
for  Separation  of  Church  and  State. 

"In  recent  years  state  after  state  has  wavered  on  such  questions  as  public 
money  for  parochial  school  buses,"  Archer  said.   "Clerical  pressure  in  Connecticut 
from  the  archbishop  and  in  Maine  from  the  bishop  have  terrified  many  a  legislator." 

He  described  the  Catholic  demand  for  bus  funds  as  "the  entering  wedge  in  a 
scheme  which  the  Catholic  clerical  workers  quite  frankly  describe  to  their  own  peo- 
ple. .  ." 

More  than  15,000  representatives  of  the  9-7  million  Southern  Baptists  are 
expected  here  for  a  four-day  session  of  the  convention  opening  tonight. 

Archer  said  President  Kennedy  must  be  given  every  opportunity  to  carry  out  his 
pledge  for  a  policy  of  separation  of  church  and  state,  and  "we  intend  to  hold  him 
to  his  solemn  pledge." 

P0AU  has  no  objection  to  Catholics  inserting  religious  teachings  in  their  own 
educational  program,  Archer  said,  "but  we  do  object  to  paying  public  money  to  a 
school  system  which  teaches  that  all  Protestants  are  heretics.  .  ." 
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Archer  assailed  what  he  called  clerical  control  of  medicine  and  sectarian  hos- 
pitals.  "Catholic  medicine/'  he  said,  "is  dictated  down  to  the  last  comma  by 
priests  who  are  not  doctors,  following  the  mandate  of  a  Pope  who  is  not  a  physician" 

Archer  said  it  is  probably  trie  that  an  overwhelming  majority  of  American 
Catholics  do  not  want  clerical  power  to  increase  but  "since  they  do  not  make  the 
policies  of  their  own  church,  they  are  relatively  helpless.  .  ." 

(Technocracy  recognizes  that  the  field  of  Faith  is  outside  of  the 
scope  of  the  physical  operations  on  this  Continent;  hence ,    it  is 
outside  of  the  field  of  Technocracy.  Technocracy  is  not  a  religion 
and  it  does  not  seek  to  invade  the  realm  of  religion.   It  deals 
only  with  the  physical  problems  of  the  society,  leaving  the 
spiritual  realm  to  the  unfettered  quests  of  the  individual  and  group 
seekers  after  The  Good  Life.   If  North  American  citizens  choose  to 
seek  for  the  Good  Life  within  the  structure  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Faith  that  is  their  right  and  privilege.   It  is  also  their  responsi- 
bility to  reconcile  their  Faith  with  the  physical  welfare  of  this 
Continent's  population  and  to  refrain  from  any  attempts  to  dominate 
or  manipulate  either  the  spiritual  and  intellectual  life  of  others 
or  the  physical  operations  of  the  Continent.) 


.-- 
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COMMENTS  ON  THE  NEWS 


ATOMIC  BOMBS  BOOMING  AGAIN 


For  several  years  there  has  been  a  sort  of  informal  suspension  of  atomic  bomb 
testing  —  except  for  France,  which  was  just  getting  started  in  the  atomic  bomb 
business.  Both  the  United  States  and  Russia  had  adequate  numbers  and  varieties 
of  bombs  to  satisfy  any  probable  need  for  them,  so  they  could  pretend  a  reluctance 
to  further  contaminate  the  atmosphere  with  'fallout.'  However,  neither  was 
sincere  in  this  pretense;  for,  both  parties  continued  to  design  additional  bombs 
for  testing  and  to  prepare  the  means  for  testing  them.  The  underground  sites 
which  the  United  States  proposed  to  use  required  years  of  preparation. 

In  the  meantime,  the  atomic  powers  went  through  the  motions  of  holding  formal 
talks  about  a  permanent  ban  on  atomic  bomb  tests.  The  U.S.,  particularly,  draggei 
its  feet  at  those  talks,  wanting  to  narrow  the  scope  of  agreement  to  only  certain 
details  of  bomb  testing.  Russia  stalled  the  talks  by  insisting  that  all  aspects 
of  a  general  disarmament  be  covered  in  the  negotiations.  The  American  economy, 
under  the  Price  System,  depends  upon  heavy  expenditures  for  war  preparations  to 
keep  it  solvent  for  a  little  while  longer;  hence,  nothing  that  might  lead  to  peac* 
or  a  reduction  of  world  tensions  could  be  entertained  by  our  side  at  the  negotiat- 
ing councils. 

To  date,  the  United  States  has  tested  many  more  atomic  bombs  than  all  other 
nitions  combined. 

COUNTER-REVOLUTION  IN  BRAZIL 

When  Janio  Quadros  was  elected  president  of  Brazil  at  their  last  election,  it 
was  a  serious  set-back  for  the  U.S.  State  Department;  for,  Quadros  was  regarded  as 
leftist.  Hence  his  regime  was  not  to  be  trusted  as  an  unqualified  supporter  of 
the  North  American  line  in  Latin  America.  Hence,  further,  American  economic  hand- 
outs to  Brazil  were  to  be  scrutinized  very  closely.  Brazil's  neutralist  attitude 
toward  the  Castro  regime  in  Cuba  did  nothing  toward  winning  our  official  affection. 
We  presume  that  the  CIA.  took  upon  itself  another  action  'assignment.'   A.nyway, 
sufficient  pressure  was  put  on  Presidente  Quadros  by  reactionary  interests  to 
force  his  resignation.  This  resignation  came  propitiously  at  a  time  when  the  vice 
president  was  out  of  the  country. 
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Vice  President  Joao  Goulart  was  also  regarded  as  a  leftist  although  a  Roman 
Catholic  (as  all  high  officials  in  Brazil  must  be)  and  a  wealthy  landowner.  An 
effort  was  made  to  prevent  his  returning  to  Brazil  and  assuming  the  presidency. 
However,  popular  sentiment  so  strongly  favored  Quadros  and  Goulart  that  a  compro- 
mise was  effected.   Joao  Goulart  was  installed  but  his  powers  were  curtailed.  In 
effect,  it  was  another  defeat  for  the  CIA,  at  least  a  partial  defeat. 

In  Brazil,  as  is  usual  in  all  Latin  American  countries,  a  few  are  extremely 
wealthy  and  the  great  majority  are  extremely  poor.  The  Catholic  Church,  the 
wealthy  class,  and  the  United  States  Government  want  to  keep  it  that  way.  So  far, 
only  Cuba  has  wholeheartedly  defied  those  pressures.  But,  eventually,  all  of 
Latin  America  must  experience  a  revolution  of  liberation.   It  will  cost  the  U.S. 
much  more  than  $500  million  to  stop  it. 

THE  WAY  OF  ALL  TYRANTS 

Reactionary  political  and  business  interests  in  America  have  supported  and 
held  in  power  numerous  tyrants  around  the  world.  Their  usual  fate  is  to  meet 
death  or  expulsion  at  the  hands  of  their  own  people.  It  is  a  long  list:   Somoza, 
Jiminez,  Trujillo,  Chiang,  Magsaysay,  Rhee  — . 

The  latest  addition  is  Adnan  Menderes  of  Turkey,  a  former  friend  and  lackey 
of  the  State  Department.  His  regime  became  so  tyrannical  and  illegal  that  his  own 
people  have  executed  him,  along  with  some  of  his  chief  collaborators. 

Another  tyrant  who  has  outlived  his  time  is  Moise  Tshombe  of  Katanga  Province 
in  the  Congo.  He  is  a  puppet  of  Belgian  and  American  financial  interests  in  the 
Congo.  Reactionary  political  and  financial  groups  in  the  U.S.  have  worked  dili- 
gently to  separate  the  very  rich  mineral  area  of  Katanga  off  from  the  Congo  and 
hold  it  for  foreign  exploitation  rather  than  let  it  become  part  of  the  Congo, 
which  they  fear  will  go  leftist.  Tshombe  fits  the  pattern  of  those  rulers  whom 
we  seem  to  prefer  as  friends  in  foreign  lands.  Now,  Tshombe  and  his  backers  have 
defied  the  United  rations  and,  in  effect,  murdered  its  chief  executive. 

The  days  when  th.3  White  Man  can  dominate  the  affairs  of  Africa,  either 
directly  or  through  native  stooges,  are  drawing  rapidly  to  an  end. 

—  Techno  Critic 

GOOD  WEATHER,  MORE  SEED,  AND  MORE  FERTILIZER  BRING  UNWANTED  SURPLUS 

Wall  Street  Journal,  September  19,  1961 — The  Government  paid  farmers  about 
1700  million  this  year  to  idle  20  million  acres  of  corn  land,  holding  plantings 
13/b  below  I960.   Aim  was  to  hold  the  harvest  below  consumption  needs,  lure  grain 
out  of  Government  surplus  holdings.  But  farmers  planted  corn  on  their  best  land, 
planted  mere  seed  per  acre  and  used  more  fertilizer.  Weather  has  been  nearly 
perfect. 

So  the  crop  is  now  officially  estimated  at  3,520,000,000  bushels,  3UU, 000,000 
above  the  July  1  forecast  and  only  10$  below  I960.  Grain  men  say  domestic  and 
export  needs  in  the  crop  year  starting  October  1  probably  will  about  balance  this 
bumper  output.  The  latest  estimate  of  corn  in  1960-61  is  a  record  3,650,000,000 
bushels,  but  farmers  now  probably  will  feed  their  animals  more  soybean  meal, 
because  of  this  year's  huge  soybean  crop,  and  hold  back  on  corn. 

Uncle  Sam's  corn  pile  has  been  mounting  since  1952.  The  Government  now  has 
over  $3  billion  tied  up  in  surplus  corn,  or  over  $16  worth  for  every  person  in 
the  U.S. 

IN  NEXT  10  XMRS--35  MILLION  JOBS  NEEDED 

Los  Angeles  Mirror,  August  30,  1961 — Around  325,000  factory  workers  will 
have  their  jobs  shot  out  from  under  them  by  the  installation  of  labor-saving 
devices  in  their  plants  next  year. 
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This  means  that  2%   of  the  16  millinn  men  and  women  who  now  are  employed  in 
manufacturing  will  lose  their  jobs  because  of  automation  during  1962  alone. 

It  means  that  indirectly,  another  huge  number  will  be  affected  adversely, 
for  when  a  factory  worker's  job  is  erased,  the  impact  "ripples  out"  to  countless 
businessmen  and  workers  serving  this  worker. 

It  indicates  that  the  jobs  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  workers  outside  of 
factories — in  fields  ranging  from  agriculture  to  finance — also  are  doomed.  The 
16  million  workers  in  manufacturing  account  for  only  one-fourth  of  our  nation's 
work  force.  If  manufacturing — which  over  the  past  two  decades  already  has  erased 
so  many  jobs  by  labor-saving  devices — expects  to  erase  another  325,000  next  year, 
you  may  be  sure  that  the  displacement  will  be  at  least  as  great  in  fields  where 
automation  is  just  beginning  to  take  hold. 

The  2%   and  325,000  statistics  are  reported  by  "Factory"  today,  following  a 
survey  of  over  525  plants  employing  from  under  100  to  over  2,500  workers  each — 
a  sample  which,  the  McGraw-Hill  publication  emphasizes,  has  shown  an  Unusually 
high  degree"  of  reliability. 

To  Factory,  the  findings  are  comparatively  reassuring.   "Only  2%"   displace- 
ment suggests  "the  size  of  the  automation-unemployment  problem  facing  manufactur- 
ing industry  is  not  quite  so  large  as  many  people  think  it  is, "  says  the  publica- 
tion, and  it  adds,  "Only  5%   say  they  will  displace  more  than  $%"   of  their  workers, 
a  full  kl%   say  they  will  displace  none  of  their  employees  in  1962. 

To  experts  in  industry  and  government,  though,  these  statistics  are  far,  far 
from  reassuring. 

A  first  reason  was  hinted  above.  If  manufacturing  alone  is  going  to  erase 
325,000  jobs  next  year  by  automation,  other  fields  are  going  to  erase  at  least 
twice  that  many  jobs — at  least  twice. 

A  second  reason  is  that  the  2%   estimate  is  a  minimum.  As  one  informed  source 
put  it,  "You  must  consider  who  is  doing  the  estimating.  Manufacturing  executives 
instinctively  tend  to  place  the  displacement  at  a  minimum.   It's  not  dishonest. 
It's  natural. " 

A  third  reason  is  that  the  impact  of  automation  on  employment  cannot  be 
viewed  within  the  framework  of  one  year.  It  must  be  considered  over  the  longer 
term.   Just  consider.  .  . 

If  we  accept  Factory's  estimates  and  spread  them  over  a  decade,  this  means 
that  20$,  or  a  staggering  3,325,000,  of  the  jobs  in  manufacturing  may  be  erased 
in  the  next  10  years. 

If  we  accept  a  conservative  estimate  of  displacement  outside  of  manufacturing, 
the  total  of  lost  jobs  comes  to  at  least  6.6  million. 

In  addition,  26  million  jobs  must  be  created  to  give  employment  to  our  young 
men  and  women  entering  the  work  force  in  this  decade. 

Another  3  million  jobs  must  be  created  for  "returnees"  —  for  instance, 
women  coming  back  to  work  after  their  children  are  grown. 

Add  it  up.  You  come  to  a  conservative  need  for  the  creation  of  over  35 
million  jobs  in  the  next  10  years! 

This  is  hardly  a  reassuring  outlook.  Hather  it  underlines,  as  every  authori- 
tative study  underlines,  that  our  economy  must  expand  and  keep  expanding  at  a 
powerful  rate  so  that  it  can  open  the  jobs  to  employ  these  tens  of  millions. 
There  is  no  answer  as  basic  as  this. 

(Any  expansion  of  our  economy,  almost  without  exception,  is 
geared  to  a  more  efficient  operation  of  our  industrial  machine 
through  the  use  of  more  automated  equipment. 
The  result  is  fewer  jobs,  not  more. 

With  an  already  saturated  market  —  and  too  few  consumers  with 
sufficient  purchasing  power,  any  increase  in  expansion  seems  a 
wasted  effort.  But  it  will  bring  social  change.) 


PROPPING  UP  THE  'PRICE  SYSTEM' 

Los  Angeles  Times,  September  10,  1961,  Washington — .  .  .Many  factory  workers 
failed  to  get  their  jobs  back  after  the  195U  and  1958  recessions  and  the  current 
rehiring  spurt  makes  a  dramatic  reverse  of  that  trend. 

There  were  lk   million  industrial  workers  when  the  195h   recession  began  but 
there  were  only  12.5  million  by  early  I960.  Two  recessions  chopped  away  1.5 
million  jobs. 

The  factories  didn't  rehire  after  the  earlier  recessions  for  they  had 
installed  costly  automated  production  systems  that  allowed  them  to  produce  more 
goods  with  fewer  workers.  It  had  been  thought  that  the  same  technological  forces 
would  be  at  work  this  time. 

But  other,  more  poitferful  forces  have  appeared  and  the  evidence  is  that  they 
are  more  than  offsetting  the  impact  of  automation. 

The  most  important  of  the  new  forces  is  the  government  defense  program.  The 
armed  services  are  buying  large  quantities  of  conventional  weapons  and  the  mili- 
tary orders  are  creating  jobs  for  laid-off  workers  at  Michigan  tank  factories, 
California  aircraft  plants,  East  and  West  Coast  shipyards— and  steel,  copper, 
aluminum  and  other  raw  materials  producers.  .  .  . 

.  .  .Defense  spending  is  proving  an  even  better  antidote  for  industrial 
unemployment  than  a  public  works  program  would  have  been  for  it  is  creating  jobs 
right  in  the  communities  where  they  are  needed  the  most. 

(Unlike  consumer  goods,  military  production  gives  the  consumer 
purchasing  power  that  does  not  have  to  spent  on  the  military 
items  he  produces.  This,  as  in  many  years  past,  has  been  the 
only  thing  that  has  held  the  Price  System  together. 
In  public  works  programs  today,  not  only  are  fewer  workers 
required  than  in  the  30' s  —  because  of  more  efficient  equipment 
—  but  there  is  not  nearly  as  much  profit  for  private  enterprise 
as  in  military  production. 
Besides,  this  is  'Creeping  Socialism,'  and  we  can't  have  that.) 

WHERE  ARE  YOU  GOING  TO  GET  IT? 

Saskatoon  Star-Phoenix,  September  15,  1961,  Cakville,  Ont.  (CP) — No  one  in 
Canada  should  be  out  of  a  job  while  there  is  so  much  to  be  done,  T.  C.  (Tommy) 
Douglas,  New  Democratic  Party  leader,  told  a  cheering  crowd  of  800  at  a  nominat- 
ing meeting  here  Thursday. 

"Surely  it  is  a  disgrace  to  have  from  five  to  12  per  cent  of  our  labor  force 
idle.  There  is  so  much  to  be  done. 

"There  is  not  a  city  or  town  that  hasn't  a  slum  or  which  docs  not  need  a 
school,  roads  or  a  hospital,"  he  told  NDP  supporters  in  the  Halton  federal  riding. 

He  suggested  the  cure  for  a  sluggish  economy  was  increased  purchasing  power 
"for  one-third  of  our  workers  who  don't  earn  enough  to  maintain  their  families  at 
a  decent  level." 

WISHFULL  THINKING 

The  powerful  weapon  of  automation  is  one  of  which  Canada  must  make  all 
possible  use  in  the  fierce  competition  of  world  trade,  the  Canadian  Imperial  Bank 
of  Commerce  says  in  its  current  Commercial  Letter, 

Because  the  initial  high  costs  of  automation  are  economically  sound  only  in 
cases  where  large  scale  production  is  possible,  and  because  it  has  less  scope  in 
primary  industry,  complete  automation  may  not  be  possible,  at  least  for  the  pres- 
ent, for  many  branches  of  industry  in  Canada. 
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Nevertheless,  it  is  probably  true, says  the  Letter,  that  no   major  capital 
expenditure  undertaken  in  recent  years  by  business,  industry  or  government  has 
been  devoid  of  an  element  of  automation. 

"The  economic  advantages  of  automation  are  hardly  open  to  question.   Its 
social  effects  are  less  easy  to  assess,  partly  because  they  can  only  be  viewed 
properly  in  historical  perspective,  and  we  are  still  too  close  to  the  event  in 
many  cases.".  .  . 

.  .  .The  Letter  says  that  among  problems  arising  from  automation,  the  impact 
on  employment  holds  the  widest  interest  and  has  been  its  most  thoroughly  explored 
aspect. 

When  technological  improvements  are  introduced  during  a  period  of  continuing 
growth  and  are  slow  enough  to  allow  occupation  shifts  and  re-training,  employment 
is  not  unfavorably  affected;  in  fact,  over  the  long  term  it  is  improved. 

"Most  evidence  suggests  that  the  over-all  effect  of  automation  is  that,  in 
the  early  stages.  .  .it  retards,  but  does  not  stop,  the  rate  of  growth  of  employ- 
ment, while  the  long-term  effect  on  employment.  .  .is  undoubtedly  expansive  and 
tends,  also,  to  upgrade  jobs." 

The  letter  suggests  that  a  more  serious  threat  lies  in  unemployment  through 
obsolescence  as  a  result  of  failing  to  make  use  of  the  latest  technological  im- 
provements. 

FEWER  WORKERS 

Los  Angeles  Times,  September  10,  1961,  New  York — .  .  .August's  record-breaking 
production,  it  turns  out,  was  accomplished  by  half  a  million  fewer  x-jcrkers  than  in 
January,  I960,  the  previous  peak.  Since  the  average  work  week  last  month  was 
actually  shorter  than  in  the  earlier  period,  the  500,000-man  drop  can  be  accounted 
for  almost  entirely  by  labor-cutting  methods  and  machines  introduced  during  the 
recession,  .  .  , 

U.S.  INSTALLMENT  DEBT  OVER  Gl,000,  DOUBLES  THAT  OF  1955 

Federation  News,  August  26,  1961 — Debt  in  one  form  or  another  is  owed  by  63$ 
of  American  households,  and  many  have  more  than  one  creditor. 

These  are  among  findings  reported  in  a  310-page  book,  "I960  Survey  of 
Consumer  Finances,"  prepared  by  economists  of  the  University  of  Michigan's  Survey 
Research  Center. 

According  to  the  researchers,  l$%   of  families  owe  installment  debt  and  2k% 
non-instalment  debt.  Some  31$  owe  mortgage  debt.  Many  families  owe  more  than 
one  type  of  debt. 

The  book's  authors  say  the  proportion  of  families  owing  installment  debt  has 
not  increased  in  the  last  three  years.  However,  the  number  of  families  owing 
more  than  $1,000  on  the  installment  plan  has  doubled  tc  lk%   from  7%   since  1955. 

CANADIAN  CONSUMER  CREDIT  HITS  RECORD 

Toronto  Globe  &  Mail,  August  28,  1961,  Ottawa,  (CP) — Canadians  stretched 
their  credit  during  June  to  a  record  level  mostly  through  new  borrowing  at  the 
banks . 

The  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics  reported  today  a  total  $3,196,000,000  in 
consumer  credit  outstanding  at  June  30  with  chartered  banks,  finance  and  small 
loan  companies,  department  stores  and  furniture  and  appliance  stores, 

This  total—which  doesn't  include  many  other  forms  of  consumer  credit — was 
$1;8,000,000  higher  than  a  month  earlier  and  up  $207,000,000  from  June  30,  I960. 

Personal  loans  by  chartered  banks  increased  by  $29,000,000  during  June  to 
$1,313,000,000.  Consumer  debts  to  sales  finance  companies,  mainly  for  automobiles, 
rose  by  $9,000,000  to  $800,000,000. 
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Lending  by  small  loan  companies  was  up  $7,000,000  to  $563,000,000.  Customer 
accounts  of  department  stores  rose  by  $2,000,000  to  $333,000,000  and  accounts  of 
furniture  and  appliance  stores  were  $1,000,000  higher  at  $187,000,000. 

THE  PLIGHT  OF  THE  RAILROADS 

Chicago  Sun-Times,  August  2,  1961,  New  York,  (AF) — Guessing  games  What  was 
the  last  peacetime  year  in  which  American  railroads  made  a  profit  on  passenger 
service? 

Incredible  as  it  may  seem,  the  year  was  1930. 

The  economic  moral  is  plain:  Income  from  freight  has  subsidized  passenger 
travel  for  the  better  part  of  three  decades,  last  year  to  the  tune  of  $14.85,000,000. 
This  deficit  figure  was  the  lowest  since  19^7.  .  .  . 

JOB  TO  BIG  FOR  SMALL  SUBSIDY 

Chicago  Sun-Times,  August  31,  1961,  Washington  (AP) — The  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission,  traditional  foe  of  transportation  subsidies,  came  out  Wednesday  in 
favor  of  direct  federal  aid  to  keep  essential — but  money-losing — passenger  trains 
running.  .  .  . 

.  .  .It  estimated  its  proposals  would  not  cost  more  than  $52,000,000  annually 
even  if  all  the  railroads  applied  for  and  received  the  assistance." 

The  Commission  said  its  recommendations  would  be  sent  to  Congress  with  a  view 
to  having  them  enacted  into  law.  .  .  . 

SURVIVAL  —  THE  REAL  ISSUE 

Service  Union  Reporter,  September,  1961 — Most  thinking  Americans  are  so 
confused  by  the  events  of  the  day  on  the  international  front  that  they  are  sitting 
back  and  letting  those  occurrences  determine  their  future. 

The  stories  from  Berlin  are  so  distilled  by  the  press,  so  much  a  reported 
situation  of  black  and  white,  we're  right  and  they're  wrong,  that  most  of  us  feel 
so  frustrated  that  occasionaly  we  feel  maybe  the  best  thing  would  be  to  get  it  ail 
over  with. 

Just  drop  the  bomb. 

We'll  teach  them  a  lesson. 

Of  course,  we  won't  be  around  to  see  the  results. 

Some  would  simplify  the  issues  to  the  simple  statement  that  "It's  better  to 
die  as  free  men  than  to  live  in  chains." 

It  would  be  wonderful  if  it  were  that  simple. 

The  unfortunate  truth  is  that  most  Americans  are  apathetic  and  unwilling  to 
express  themselves  on  the  most  important  issue  of  the  day:   the  matter  of  the  sur- 
vival of  the  world. 

Those  who  survived  an  atomic  holocaust  would  be  reduced  to  the  civilization 
cf  the  dark  ages.  And  that  would  not  exactly  be  living  as  free  men. 

With  Americans  who  are  building  bomb  shelters  already  threatening  to  shoot 
other  Americans  who  try  to  share  their  preparations,  with  citizens  of  Nevada 
threatening  to  shoot  citizens  of  California  if  they  flee  a  bomb  attack  in  that 
direction,  it  might  seem  that  already  we  are  no  longer  living  like  free  men. 

The  threat  to  our  security,  and  the  security  of  men  everywhere,  comes  from 
the  belligerent  militarist  attitudes  that  anything  can  be  cured  by  force  or  the 
threat  of  force. 

The  attitude  that  we  can  cure  the  ills  of  the  world  by  blowing  up  that  world 
is  the  height  of  stupidity.  The  threat  to  the  world  is  power  in  the  hands  of  the 
stupid. 

The  Soviet  resumption  of  nuclear  testing  poses  a  threat  to  our  survival,  and 
we  can  only  hope  that  the  militarists  of  their  country  are  not  so  in  control  of 
the  situation  as  to  have  their  way. 
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Radio-active  fallout  threatens  us  all.  It  must  be  our  hope  that  the  results 
to  be  gained  when  we  also  begin  testing  super-weapons  so  outweigh  the  known  evil 
as  to  make  it  worthwhile. 

The  speeches  of  some  of  our  military  leaders,  until  stopped  by  the  Kennedy 
Administration,  seems  to  indicate  that,  while  they  may  know  their  business  in 
terms  of  defense,  they  are  not  the  all-wise  leaders  we  should  jump  up  to  follow. 

The  military  of  our  country  seems  to  think  of  liberalism  as  being  the  same 
as  socialism,  and  socialism  as  the  same  as  communism.  They  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  crack-pot  John  Birch  society  has  the  right  idea. 

The  best  hope  for  survival  is  an  enlightened  citizenry.  Educated  people  who 
are  able  to  express  themselves  on  those  things  that  matter  most. 

Each  crisis  will  become  worse  until  in  desperation  someone  pushes  the  wrong 
button. 

We  will  react  instead  of  act  positively  as  long  as  we're  satisfied  with  things 
as  they  are  and  hide  our  heads  in  the  sand  and  avoid  thinking  of  what's  really 
important . 

School  aid  is  less  important  than  gambling.   So  we  sentence  the  next  genera- 
tion of  Americans  to  ignorance  while  we  worry  about  adding  racing  days  to  the 
Santa  Anita  schedule. 

While  we  "eat,  drink,  and  be  merry,"  tomorrow  we  may  die  because  we  have  yet 
to  indicate  that  we  really  care  about  anything  except  our  creature  comforts. 

Foreign  aid  is  under  fire,  the  Peace  Corps  is  threatened  by  reactionaries  of 
the  Goldwater  stripe,  we  ignore  our  underprivileged  and  underemployed,  and  we 
ignore  the  real  issue,  the  survival  of  the  world  itself. 

POINTING  TO  INSANITY 

The  Everett  Daily  Herald,  September  18,  1961,  Cambridge,  Mass. — Nobel  Peace 
Prize  winner  Sir  Philip  Noel-Baker,  at  an  international  conference  on  science  and 
world  affairs: 

"Today  the  nuclear  stockpiles  of  the  world  equal  20  tons  of  TNT  for  every  man, 
woman  and  child  in  the  world." 

FALLOUT  SHELTERS  FOR  THE  SUCKERS 

Wall  Street  Journal,  August  31,  1961 — Fallout  shelter  builders  strive  hard 
to  guarantee  buyers  secrecy.  One  works  at  night  if  asked.  A  Milwaukee  builder 
advertises  "unmarked  trucks  for  secrecy,"  tells  workers  to  pass  themselves  off  as 
TV  repairmen  to  nosey  neighbors.   "People  don't  want  their  shelters  jammed  with 
neighbors  in  a  real  alert,"  he  explains. 

SHELTERS  NOT  THE  ANSWER 

Los  Angeles  Examiner,  September  30,  1961 — Dr.  Linus  Pauling,  Nobel  prize 
winning  California  Institute  of  Technology  scientist,  said  Friday  "the  construc- 
tion of  (fallout)  shelters  is  not  the  answer  to  our  problem." 

Their  effectiveness,  he  told  a  press  conference  in  the  Biltmore,  is  being 
greatly  exaggerated,  and  despite  them  approximately  120  million  Americans  would 
be  killed  in  a  reasonably-sized  nuclear  attack  instead  of  only  5>  million  estimated 
in  a  recent  article. 

But  over  and  above  that,  he  said  construction  of  fallout  shelters  by  the 
potentially  billigerent  nations  would  greatly  increase  the  chance  of  x^ar. 

They  would,  he  explained,  cause  the  hostile  powers  to  increase  the  destruc- 
tiveness  of  their  weapons,  and  history  shows  the  more  destructive  weapons  become 
the  more  likelihood  there  is  they  will  be  used. 

The  only  answer,  Dr.  Pauling,  a  bio-chemist  and  geneticist,  said,  is  outlaw- 
ing of  war  by  international  agreement  and,  as  a  first  step  toward  it,  banning  of 
all  nuclear  testing. 
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He  blamed  Russia  for  restarting  the  race,  saying  it  "increases  greatly  the 
chance  of  world  destruction.".  .  . 

(The  nuclear  scientists  realize  the  dangers  of  thermonuclear 
war,  and  are  in  the  forefront  of  those  who  advocate  the 
abandonment  of  further  atomic  bomb  tests  and  the  banning  of 
atomic  warfare.  But  those  who  have  the  prior  say  in  matters 
of  national  policy  insist  that  ever  bigger  bombs  and  more 
deversified  missiles  be  produced — all  in  the  sacred  name  of 
'defense. • ) 

SOCIAL  RESPONSIBILITY  OF  SCIENCE 

The  Brantford  Expositor  (Canada),  August  18,  1961 — Preachers,  speakers, 
politicians,  even  editorial  writers  sometimes  sound  off  about  the  'moral  responsi- 
bilities" of  science  in  this  frightening  age  of  nuclear  physics. 

But  if  we  stop  to  think  about  it,  "science"  has  no  moral  responisbilities . 
Science  is  simply  organized  knowledge.  It  is  from  the  use  or  misuse  to  which 
this  knowledge  is  put  by  human  beings  that  any  moral  responsibility  arises. 

Extending  this  thought  further,  even  the  scientists  themselves  —  those  who 
in  the  realms  of  pure  or  practicle  science  make  momentous  discoveries  —  can 
scarcely  be  held  accountable  for  any  misapplications  the  politicians,  the  military 
people  or  any  of  the  rest  of  us  may  make  of  them. 

If  a  scientist  develops  some  chemical  substance  which,  with  proper  use,  can 
preserve  human  life  but  which,  under  certain  circumstances,  can  become  a  deadly 
poison,  do  we  blame  the  discoverer  if  a  criminal  uses  the  stuff  to  kill  somebody? 
It  would  be  as  sensible  to  condemn  the  inventor  of  the  razor  simply  because  some 
poor,  demented  soul  cuts  his  threat  with  onej 

So  let's  stop  trying  to  create  a  scapegoat.  Let  us  face  and  assume  our  own 
moral  responsibiliti  3  instead  of  attempting  to  escape  them  by  shouldering  them 
on  to  something  we  cell  "science." 

(The  scientists  are  directly  responsible  for  the  occurrence  of 
many  things  in  the  world  which  have  a  profound  bearing,  actual  or 
potential,  on  social  affairs.  They  are  the  only  ones  who 
understand  and  can  control  the  things  they  have  discovered  or 
created.  Once  these  things  get  out  of  the  hands  of  the  scientists, 
they  become  pawns  in  the  insidious  games  of  politics,  business, 
and  moralism.   It  has  reached  the  stage  where  these  latter  social 
institutions  are  openly  threatening  the  world  with  annihilation. 
They  don't  know  just  what  will  happen  if  they  unleash  the  full 
fury  of  radioactive  concentrations,  but  that  does  not  deter  them 
from  doing  it  anyway.  The  witch-doctors  do  not  promise  survival  . 
in  case  of  thermonuclear  war.  They  only  hope  that  their  'scientific 
underlings'  can  make  it  safe  enough  so  that  maybe  half  the 
population  would  survive!) 
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COMMENTS  ON  THE  NEWS 
ADENAUER  WANTS  A-BOMBS 

Konrad  Adenauer,  who  is  at  or  near  the  head  of  policy-making  for  the  West  in 
Europe,  is  asking  that  NATO  be  provided  with  thermonuclear  weapons  and  that  the 
use  of  these  ireapcns  against  the  Soviet  Union  be  subject  to  local  decision.  Thus, 
he  is  asking  that  the  reviving  fascism  of  Europe  be  provided  the  means  and  the 
permission  to  start  World  War  III.  Thermonuclear  weapons  are  already  available 
to  Nato  but,  presumably,  there  is  a  stipulation  that  only  the  United  States  can 
authorize  their  firing.  That  in  itself  i3  dangerous  enough;  but,  if  the  war  can 
be  initiated  by  some  'reconstituted'  nazi  or  some  other  war  maniac  or  Russophobe, 
the  Big  War  becomes  almost  a  certainty. 

Adenauer,  because  of  his  age,  his  religion,  and  his  political  background,  is 
a  very  dangerous  man  to  be  given  any  kind  of  authority  over  the  means  of  setting 
off  World  War  III.  No  doubt,  his  recent  visit  to  the  United  States  was  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  a  sympathetic  President  Kennedy  in  line  with  West  European 
fascist  policy,  including  a  continuation  of  the  tensions  over  the  German  question. 
In  any  event,  the  meeting  found  the  two  in  'complete  accord.' 

U.S.  TO  JOIN  IN  SOUTH  VIETNAMESE  WAR 

On  the  alleged  advice  of  General  Maxwell  Taylor,  the  United  States  will  take 
a  more  active  part  in  the  fighting  in  South  Vietnam.  We  will  provide  'instructors' 
for  guerrilla  fighting,  air  reconnaissance,  and  'other  assistance.'  The  widespread 
peoples'  rebellion  against  the  cesspool  politics  of  Ngo  Dinh  Diem,  which  the 
United  States  has  been  holding  in  power,  is  being  watched  with  sympathy  by  all  the 
emergent  nations  of  Asia  and  Africa;  and  the  attempts  by  the  United  States  to 
frustrate  this  rebellion  is  being  viewed  with  hostility.  To  date,  the  United 
States  has  been  on  the  side  of  the  tyrants  and  against  the  people  in  its  dealings 
in  Asia,  Africa,  and  Latin  America.  This  behavior  is  costing  the  American  people 
billions  of  dollars,  but  all  that  that  is  doing  is  keeping  reactionism  in  the 
saddle  a  little  while  longer  while  it  is  not  winning  us  any  lasting  friends. 

'OLD  JOE'  GOES  UNDERGROUND 

The  22nd  Congress  of  the  Soviet  Union  has  seen  fit  to  bury  the  physical 
remains  of  'Old  Joe'  Stalin,  thus  trying  to  erase  from  the  platform  of  the 
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Communist  Party,  if  not  from  memory,  the  era  he  represented.  Stalin  had  the 
problem  of  holding  the  Soviet  Union  together  during  a  rough  and  uncertain  time  in 
its  history.  No  doubt,  much  of  the  brutality  of  the  Stalin  era  exceeded  the 
requirements  of  necessity.  Perhaps  historians  of  the  future  will  debate  endlessly 
whether  the  Soviet  Union  could  have  been  held  together  as  well  under  some  other 
regime.  The  important  thing  to  the  Soviets  is  that  the  nation  was  held  together 
and  it  did  defeat  the  accumulated  might  of  Roman  Catholic  fascism  in  Europe. 

Russia  is  now  entering  a  new  economic  and  political  phase;  and  it  finds  it 
expedient  to  clean  up  the  debris  of  the  old  era  to  make  way  for  the  new.   It  is 
yet  to  be  seen  whether  the  unifying  force  of  the  new  policies  will  be  as  effective 
as  that  of  the  old,  or  if  certain  Price  System  characteristics  which  are  being 
given  freer  play  in  Russia  will  lead  to  internal  decay. 

The  technological  organization  of  the  Soviet  Union  is  such  that  it  has  been 
able  to  match  and  probably  exceed  the  capabilities  of  the  West  to  defend  itself. 
Its  recent  achievements  in  space  rocketry  and  its  demonstration  of  atomic  bomb 
explosions  has  forced  our  allies  to  reassess  their  positions  in  the  Cold  War. 
Its  diplomacy  has  avoided  an  outbreak  of  World  War  III  in  spite  of  numerous 
provocations.   'Old  Joe'  played  a  part  in  that  development,  but  now  his  act  is 
ended  and,  with  it,  a  different  course  is  set. 

'THE  WARFARE  STATE' 

The  NATION  magazine  of  October  28  carried  a  lengthy  article  by  Fred  J.  Cook 
entitled  'Juggernaut:  The  Warfare  State,'  in  which  much  interesting  but  disturb- 
ing information  is  compiled  relative  to  the  tie-up  between  Big  Business  and  the 
Military  establishment  of  the  United  States  and  their  role  in  promoting  a  'warfare 
state.'  While  little  of  the  material  contained  in  the  article  is  new  to 
Technocrats,  it  is  sufficiently  revealing  to  the  general  reader.  The  principal 
drawback  is  that  so  few  people  read  The  Nation,  due  to  its  being  considered  a 
left-of -center  publication.  The  article  points  out  that  the  Military  establish- 
ment is  the  largest  enterprise  in  the  country  and  that  it  is  seeking  to  perpetuate 
itself  for  the  sake  of  the  power  and  money  involved.  Big  Business,  depending 
heavily  on  military  contracts,  is  very  cooperative  with  the  idea  of  a  warfare 
state.  Something  near  fifty  billion  dollars  per  year  is  passing  through  the 
military,  and  that  much  money  can  'buy'  crises  as  needed  to  stimulate  congression- 
al appropriations  of  money  and  the  increasing  of  America's  Armed  Forces.  Further, 
the  Military  is  getting  so  powerful  that  it  is  preempting  the  right  to  formulate 
national  policy. 

The  attitude  of  the  Military  is  reactionary  and  bellicose;  at  times  it 
appears  to  be  trigger-happy.  The  Nation  article  reveals  how  dangerous  the 
Military  setup  is  becoming,  how  eager  it  is  to  take  'retaliatory'  action  at  the 
slightest  excuse.  With  submarines  roaming  the  seas,  with  intercontinental  bombers 
in  the  sky,  and  with  rocket  installations  on  this  Continent  ready  for  firing,  all 
equipped  with  atomic  explosives,  the  chance  for  a  slip-up  or  an  act  of  mischief 
is  becoming  exceedingly  grave. 

WHO  IS  NOT  SPENDING  WHAT  DOLLARS? 

Our  economy  is  alleged  to  be  in  a  sound  condition  by  our  national  spokesmen. 
The  gross  statistical  figures  reveal  that  there  is  plenty  of  money  around  and  that 
profits  are  up.  But  there  seems  to  be  one  sad  note:  The  customers  are  not  spend- 
ing their  money.  People  are  not  attending  mass  spectator  sports,  or  patronizing 
restaurants,  or  traveling  as  much  as  they  'should.'  They  are  even  skimping  on  the 
necessities  of  life,  such  as  food  and  clothing.  The  gross  statistics  do  not 
reveal  the  actual  causes  of  this  discrepancy. 

The  high  costs  of  rent,  housing,  home  furnishings,  food,  and  transportation 
are  eating  up  the  incomes  of  the  general  citizenry.  Furthermore,  growing  numbers 
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of  those  incomes  are  suffering  termination  or  curtailment  as  a  consequence  of 
liquidation,  transfer,  and  merger  of  business  and  industrial  establishments.  And, 
of  course,  few  new  jobs  are  being  created  for  the  youth  which  is  trying  to  enter 
the  labor  market.  Not  only  is  overtime  nearly  eliminated,  but  many  workers  are 
on  reduced  weekly  hours.  The  huge  savings  which  are  not  finding  their  way  to  the 
tills  of  the  retail  merchants  obviously  are  not  in  the  hands  of  those  who  need 
the  retail  goods  most.  They  are  deposited  to  the  names  of  the  economic  elite  who 
do  not  need  to  spend  them  to  live. 

The  postwar  boom  has  run  its  course  and  new  stimuli  are  failing  to  maintain 
a  semblance  of  prosperity.  For  increasing  millions  of  Americans,  economic 
comfort  and  security  are  fading  away.  What  future  is  there  for  a  man  over  fifty 
who  suddenly  finds  himself  let  off  after  twenty  or  thirty  years  at  one  job?  He 
cannot  get  on  Social  Security  yet  and  the  oportunities  for  new  employment  are 
practically  nil. 

Before  America  sets  out  to  tell  other  people  how  to  live,  it  has  the 
responsibility  of  putting  its  own  house  in  order  and  providing  comfort  and 
security  for  its  own  citizens.  That  job  is  not  being  handled  very  well  at 
present,  and  the  Price  System  offers  no  visible  hope  for  the  future.  Again  it  is 
becoming  glaringly  apparent  that  what  this  Continent  needs  is  a  new  social  order 
—  a  Technocracy. 

—  Techno  Critic 

MILK  SURPLUS 

Wall  Street  Journal,  November  13,  1961,  Washington — The  Government  says  the 
milk  surplus  will  get  substantially  larger  next  year. 

It  calculates  more  than  17. k   million  U.S.  cows  may  produce  a  surplus  of  10 
billion  pounds  of  milk  next  year  that  nobody  wants  to  buy — except  Uncle  Sam,  of 
course,  who  by  law  must  purchase  all  the  excess  at  prices  high  enough  to  keep  the 
average  national  level.  This  year  the  level  is  $3.^40  a  hundred  pounds,  up  from 
$3.22  most  of  last  year. 

The  1962  surplus  will  be  far  above  this  year's  estimated  6.2  billion  pounds, 
and  highest  since  1953's  surplus  of  about  10.3  billion  pounds. 

The  Agriculture  Department  predicted  total  milk  output  will  rise  to  a  record 
126  billion  pounds  or  more,,  up  from  the  previous  high  this  year  of  about  125 
billion  pounds.  And  the  increase  is  coming  amid  declining  per  capita  consumption 
of  milk  and  little  change  in  total  consumption  from  commercial  sources. 

Each  American  is  expected  to  consume  the  equivalent  of  about  61+0  pounds  of 
milk  (a  pound  is  a  pint)  in  1962,  about  the  same  as  this  year  but  down  from  65k 
pounds  a  year  ago.  Officials  said  the  per-capita  figure  will  not  decline  that 
much  in  1962  because  there  will  be  increased  Federal  handouts  of  surplus  cheese, 
butter  and  non-fat  dry  milk.  The  population  will  buy  a  total  of  about  116  billion 
pounds  of  next  year's  production,  about  the  same  as  1961,  and  the  U.S.  will  give 
away  the  rest  to  needy  families,  school  lunch  programs,  institutions  and  to 
underdeveloped  countries.  .  .  . 

(Milk  consumption  in  1930  was  about  820  lbs.  per  person.) 

SOME  AGRICULTURAL  PERCENTAGES 

University  of  California  Clip  Sheet,  October  2k,  1961 — Since  191+0  the  yields 
of  cotton  have  increased  5>0  per  cent  in  the  United  States;  corn,  kO  per  cent;  and 
potatoes  68  per  cent. 


CANADIAN  BUTTER  STOCKS 

Free  Press  Weekly  Prairie  Farmer,  November  1,  1961 — Government  butter  stocks 
are  now  at  o.n  alL-time  peak  in  Canada  and  federal  agriculture  officials  are  des- 
perately striving  to  work  out  a  program  in  co-operation  with  provincial  milk 
boards  for  meeting  the  problem  of  over-production.  .  .  . 

.  .  .  There  are  about  200,000,000  pounds  of  butter  and  butter  oil  now  held 
in  storage  by  the  federal  government.  That  is  approximately  1*0,000,000  pounds 
more  than  the  government  had  on  hand  at  this  time  last  year. 

There  is  no  market  in  sight  for  the  government's  butter  stocks.  The  export 
markets  are  apparently  out  of  the  question  because  there  is  a  world-wide  surplus 
of  butter.  The  going  price  is  about  one-half  Canada's  price.  The  consumption  of 
margarine  is  increasing,  that  of  butter  decreasing,  due  to  the  lower  cost  of 
margarine . 

The  government  is  not  inclined  to  look  for  markets  behind  the  Iron  Curtain 
because  of  the  condemnation  that  the  Liberals  received  from  Canadian  housewives. 
In  addition,  New  Zealand  is  selling  butter  behind  the  Iron  Curtain  and  would 
protest  if  Canada  tried  to  move  into  her  markets,' 

For  some  reason,  Canadians  do  not  protest  when  wheat  is  sold  to  Communist 
countries  but  they  object  to  the  sales  of  the  surplus  butter.  It  is  a  real 
headache  for  the  agriculture  department. 

(It  couldn't  be  that  Canadians  would  rather  have  the  butter 
for  themselves  at  the  same  price  that  it  is  sold  to  other  countries?) 

AUTOMATION  TAKES  35,000  JOBS  WEEKLY 

Long  Beach  Independent,  November  28,  1961 — Scientific  advances  are  moving 
35,000  Americans  out  of  their  jobs  every  week,  a  Governor's  Conference  on 
Automation  was  told  in  Los  Angeles  Monday. 

The  speaker,  Undersecretary  of  Labor  W.  Willard  Wirtz,  proposed  handling 
automation-caused  joblessness  by: 

1.  Expanding  the  national-  economy  to  create  new  jobs. 

2.  Retraining  and  relocating  displaced  workers  in  other  jobs. 

Wirtz  said  needed  school  construction,  slum  clearance  and  water  resources 
development  could  produce  new  jobs.  America  needs  li;0,000  additional  classrooms 
and  that  alone  would  open  500,000  additional  construction  jobs,  Wirtz  figured. 

Gov.  Edmund  G.  (Pat)  Brown  summoned  into  conference  kOO   representatives  of 
management,  labor,  government  and  education,  including  President  Carl  W.  Mcintosh 
of  Long  Beach  State  College  and  Mayor  George  Nye  of  Lakewood. 

University  of  California's  president,  Dr.  Clark  Kerr,  conference  chairman, 
challenged  delegates  to  make  recommendations  on  how  to  benefit  from  modern  auto- 
mation without  causing  joblessmess.  .  .  . 

.  .  .  Roy  Lattin,  General  Telephone  Co.  president,  described  modern  advances 
thusly: 

"It  is  a  second  industrial  revolution  which  far  surpasses  the  first.  More 
new  products  have  been  developed  in  the  past  25  years  than  in  any  period  in  man's 
history. " 

Lattin  said  most  of  today's  medicines  were  unknown  a  quarter  of  a  century 
ago.  He  also  said  that  electronics — hub  of  a  whole  new  complex  of  industry — 
was  a  term  generally  unknown  to  the  layman  25  years  ago. 

MOST  CAPITAL  OUTLAY'S  FOR  EFFICIENCY,  NOT  EXPANSION 

Wall  Street  Journal,  November  20,  1961 — Business  concerns  indicate  they  will 
spend  a  record  amount  on  plants  and  equipment  next  year,  but  most  will  be  aiming 
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at  GREATER  EFFICIENCY  rather  than  higher  capacity.   (Emphisis  ours,  Ed.) 

A  Wall  Street  Journal  survey  of  more  than  50  major  companies  ranging  from 
steelmakers  to  meat  packers  shows  that  two  out  of  three  intend  to  increase 
capital  spending  in  1962  from  1961.  But  only  one  company  in  five  plans  major 
plant  expansion.  Most  companies  completed  "big  "building  programs  in  the  past  dec- 
ade and  think  they  have  plenty  of  capacity,  so  next  year's  spending  will  he 
mainly  for  new  equipment,  plant  renovation  and  automated  factories  that  will 
replace  less  efficient  plants.  Capital  outlays  this  year  are  expected  to  total 
$'i^.5  billion,  and  the  survey  indicates  this  will  rise  at  least  10$  next  year, 
surpassing  the  $37  billion  record  set  in  1957.  ■  •  • 

(Greater  efficiency  can  only  lead  to  the  elimination  of  more 
jobs  in  the  production  fields,  making  it  necessary  to  place  more 
emphasis  on  either  the  'warfare  state1  or  the  'welfare  state.' 
Neither  of  these  can  solve  our  basic  problem  --  the  'Price 
System. ') 

CANADA  IN  SAME  BOAT 

Edmonton  Journal,  October  30,  1961,  Tokyo  (CF) --Prime  Minister  Diefenbaker 's 
impression  of  the  ingenuity  and  efficiency  of  Japanese  industry  was  further 
strengthened  today  during  tours  of  textile  and  television  plants. 

He  visited  in  the  Osaka  area  the  Ibaragi  factory  of  Matsushita  Electric 
which  produces  90,000  TV  sets  a  month  and  the  Yogogawa  plant  of  Kanegafuchi 
Spinning  Company  which  turns  out  80,000,000  yards  of  textile  products  a  month  -- 
more  than  enough  for  a  foot -wide  path  across  the  Pacific  to  Vancouver  and  back. 

It  is  understood  the  Canadian  prime  minister  came  away  with  the  feeling  that 
Canada's  hardpressed  textile  industry  will  have  to  take  a  hard  look  at  its 
techniques  and  plant  equipment  if  it  hopes  to  compete  successfully  with  the 
Japanese  product. 

He  told  reporters  that  after  his  return  to  Canada- -he  leaves  by  air  Tuesday 
night  after  a  five-day  visit  to  Japan  he  plans  to  visit  Canadian  textile  factories 
to  see  how  they  compare . 

Last  year,  when  Canada  imported  $110,000,000  worth  of  goods  from  Japan, 
textiles  accounted  for  $48,000,000  worth  of  the  total  and  electronic  goods  such 
as  TV  sets  $5,000,000. 

The  ability  of  the  industrious  Japanese  to  come  up  with  both  quality  and 
lower  costs  in  textiles  and  transistor  radios  and  radio  and  TV  receiving  tubes  is 
a  matter  of  real  concern  in  Canada.  .  .  . 

TECHNOLOGY  MARCHES  ON 

The  Winnipeg  Tribune,  November  l6,  I96I--CNR  Western  Region  vice-president 
J.R.  McMillan  Wednesday  played  host  to  well  over  100  Greater  Winnipeg  businessmen, 
giving  them  a  first  hand  glimpse  of  the  new  Symington  freight  classification  yard 
in  St.  Boniface.  .  .  . 

.  .  .  Man's  scientific  advances  and  the  forces  of  nature  are  being  joined,  in 
what  was  once  a  section  of  bush  and  pasture  in  St.  Boniface,  to  help  Greater 
Winnipeg  maintain  its  position  as  the  distribution  centre  for  Western  Canada.  .  .  . 

...  In  the  yard  some  6,000  freight  cars  will  be  received,  classified, 
serviced,  sorted  and  sent  on  their  way  in  one  day.  .  .  . 

.  .  .  With  the  Symington  equipment,  one  movement  is  all  that  will  be  nec- 
essary to  put  the  cars  in  position  to  leave  the  yard.  And  all  of  the  "book  work" 
associated  with  the  movement  of  a  train  will  b.e  taken  care  of  by  a  computer  system. 

Automation  and  electronics  go  to  work  before  the  freight  cars  reach  the 
receiving  area  of  the  yard,  a  closed  circuit  television  setup  "reading"  the 
numbers  of  the  cars . 
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This  information  is  compared  with  advance  lists,  and  corrected  and  completed 
information  about  each  car  received  is  fed  into  a  data  processing  room.  .  .  . 

.  .  .  Actually  the  yard  is  five  yards  in  one  --a  main  classification  yard 
and  tvo  receiving  and  two  dispatching  yards.  There  is  space  for  more  than  7^000 
cars,  and  provision  has  been  made  to  expand  this  to  a  10,898  capacity.  .  .  . 

.  .  .There  are  108  miles  of  track  in  the  entire  yard;  337  track  switches; 
l'j.^  miles  of  roads;  five  control  towers;  21  miles  of  drainage  ditches;  62 
classification  tracks.  .  .  . 

AUTOMATED  TFAIN 

Federation  News,  October  28,  I96I--A  completely  automated  train  is  expected 
to  soon  begin  shuffling  back  and  forth  along  New  York  subway  rails  between  Grand 
Central  Station  and  Times  Square. 

It  will  make  the  half-mile  trips  without  a  motorman,  conductor  or  crewman. 

A  uniformed  attendant  will  ride  the  three -car  train,  mostly  for  psychological 
reasons .  He  will  have  no  operating  functions . 

The  railroad  passenger  train  will  start  and  stop,  doors  will  open  and  close 
automatically.   It  will  be  the  first  such  train  put  into  use. 

Main  obstacles  in  the  widespread  use  of  such  trains,  according  to  study 
experts,  are  the  opposition  countered  from  labor  unions  and  in  financing.  .  .  . 

(Obstacles  typical  of  Price  System  interference  and  inefficiency.) 

MORE  PUSH-BUTTONS  FOR  TRANSPORTATION 

Hamilton  Spectator,  October  2k}    I96I,   Dallsa,  Tex.,  (UPl) --Until  you  get  used 
to  it  this  ride  of  the  future  muy  be  a  bit  eerie  for  Americans. 

It  looks  like  an  ordinary  city  bus.  It  sounds  like  an  ordinary  bus. 

But  there's  noboay  to  shout: 

"Move  to  the  bae"i  please.  .  .plenty  of  room  for  everybody." 

The  accelerator  moves  up  and  down,  and  so  do  the  brake  pedals.  The  steering 
wheel  turns  to  the  right  and  left  and  you  can  hear  the  gears  shifting. 

The  only  thing  missing  is  the  driver.  The  bus  does  not  need  one. 

So  far  it  is  a  demonstration  model  on  display  today  at  the  American  Transit 
Association  meeting.  The  owners  of  the  diesel-powcred  bus  are  trying  to  prove 
it  is  feasible  in  the  near  future. 

Flexible  Co.,  owners  of  the  bus.,  had  it  electronically  adapted  so  that  a 
narrow  piece  of  magnetic  tape  that  can  be  "grooved"  into  the  pavement  of  a  street, 
then  sealed  in  one  quick,  simple  operation,  "drives"  it. 

The  tape  is  two  inches  wide  and  only  one -eighth  of  an  inch  thick. 

To  get  aboard,  you  press  a  button  at  a  bus  stop  and  in  a  few  minutes  it  is 
flagged  down.   Once  settled  in  a  comfortable  seat,  you  punch  a  "start"  button. 

There  are  other  electronic  buttons  to  punch  to  stop  the  bus  so  you  can  get 
off. 

Engineers  say  that  for  the  present,  the  bus  is  not  for  downtown  traffic,  but 
would  work  better  in  solving  transit  problems  from  outlying  communities  into  a 
downtown  area.  Once  on  the  fringe  of  the  city,  a  regular  driver  would  take  over. 

But  the  company  says  there  would  be  a  real  saving  in  that  overhead  lines  or 
tracks  do  not  have  to  be  constructed. 

The  company  has  the  bus  running  around  a  huge  parking  lot  to  show  what  it 
can  do.  There  is  an  obstacle  course  that  it  moves  through  at  a  reg.rlar  prescribed 
speed  of  10  miles  per  hour. 

Boxes  are  set  in  sujh  a  way  as  to  give  the  bus  only  two  inches  clearance. 

To  further  help  passengers,  and  possibly  make  them  feel  more  at  ease,  the 
company  can  easily  install  a  recorded  voice  that  calls  out  the  names  of  streets  at 
proper  times. 

In  the  muffled  jargon,  peculiar  to  the  industry,  naturally. 


ONE  IN  6  LIVES  IN  PCOR  AREAS 

Los  Angeles  Examiner,  November  5;  19^1- -Despite  this  year's  record  prosperity 
one  of  every  six  Americans  lives  in  an  area  officially  designated  as  depressed. 

An  Associated  Press  tabulation,  based  on  i960  census  figures,  shoved  Saturday 
that  l6. k   per  cent  of  the  population  lives  in  communities  eligible  for  special 
Federal  aid  because  of  low  income  levels  or  chronic  and  persistent  unemployment. 

This  represents  29-5  million  people  in  1+7  states  and  more  than  900  counties, 
out  of  a  total  population  of  179*3  million.  The  only  states  which  have  no 
designated  depressed  areas  are  Delaware,  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont. 

Only  1.6  per  cent  of  Calif ornians  live  in  depressed  areas,  the  lowest  figure 
of  the  most  populous  states  and  seventh  best  among  all  states . 

UNEMPLOYMENT  IN  SLUMS 

The  Hamilton  Spectator,  October  18,  I96I,  New  York--"Social  dynamite"  is 
building  to  the  explosion  point  in  big -city  slum  areas,  especially  Negro  slums,  in 
the  form  of  unemployed  out-of -school  youth,  Dr.  James  Bryant  Conant  has  charged. 

Unless  more  money  is  poured  into  slum-area  schools  and  unless  more  jobs  are 
available  to  young  people,  large  cities  face  "possibilities  of  disaster"  and 
their  unemployed  youth  cannot  be  expected  to  "withstand  the  relentless  pressures 
of  communism,"  Dr.  Conant  warned. 

The  Conant  report  examined  slums  and  suburbs  in  New  York,  Chicago,  Los  Angel©, 
Philadelphia,  Detroit,  Baltimore,  Houston,  Cleveland,  Washington  and  St.  Louis.  .  . 

...  In  examining  the  country's  10  largest  cities,  he  cited  the  "profoundly 
shocking"  differences  between  schools  serving  the  wealthy  suburbs  and  the  slum 
areas.  The  suburbs  spend  as  much  as  $1,000  a  year  per  pupil,  the  slums  half  that 
amount .... 

.  .  .  Widespread  lack  of  employment  opportunities  in  big  cities  is  an  "impor- 
tant" cause  of  juvenile  delinquency,  Dr.  Conant  said.   In  one  Negro  slum  area  he 
studied,  70  per  cent  of  the  boys  and  girls  aged  l6  to  21  were  out  of  school  and 
unemployed.  .  .  . 

.  .  .Dr.  Conant,  president  emeritus  of  Harvard  University,  expressed  his 
views  in  a  new  book,  "Slums  and  Suburbs."  The  book,  the  fourth  in  a  series  which 
has  been  widely  influential  in  upgrading  American  schools,  part  of  a  massive, 
six -year  stud?;  The  Carnegie  Corporation  of  New  York  has  given  Dr.  Conant  $895,000 
for  his  surveys ,  begun  in  1957 .... 

(Concerning  communism;  only  that  nation  which  cannot  devise  a 
better  system  than  communism  need  fear  communism.  Technocracy 
looks  upon  communism  as  being  too  bourgeois  and  conservative 
for  North  America.) 

CRIME  RISE  IN  CANADA 

Free  Press  Weekly,  November  1,  196l--Serious  crime  surged  sharply  upwards  in 
Canadian  urban  centres  in  i960. 

In  communities  with  a  population  of  more  than  25,000  serious  crime  cases 
increased  by  12.6  per  cent  over  the  previous  year. 

Big  increases  were  recorded  in  the  number  of  murder,  breaking  and  entering  , 
theft  and  robbery  cases  reported  by  police  departments.  A  large  proportion  were 
in  the  two  cities  of  Montreal  and  Toronto. 

Crime  statistics  for  i960  were  issued  last  week  in  a  report  by  the  Dominion 
Bureau  of  Statistics. 


NO  HIDING  PLACE 

Toronto  Globe  &  Mail,  October  2k,   1961 — The  campaign  to  persuade  Canadian  and 
United  States  citizens  to  build  fallout  shelters  will  contribute  more  danger  than 
security  to  their  future  if  it  convinces  them  that  such  shelters  will,  in  fact, 
protect  them  from  the  effects  of  nuclear  war,  and  if  it  thus  creates  public  in- 
difference to  whether  war  comes  or  not . 

The  Governments '  purpose  in  urging  fallout  shelters  is  .presumably  to  drive 
home  to  people  the  real  possibility  of  war  and  the  necessity  for  strong --and 
costly ---measures  to  prevent  or  meet  it.  Unfortunately,  too  many  U.S.  publications 
have  treated  the  shelter  as  an  end  in  itself ;   too  many  profiteers  have  seen  in  it 
an  opportunity  for  profits;  between  them  they  have  promised,  or  seemed  to  promise, 
safety  where  no  safety  can  exist. 

The  development  of  this  shelter  philosophy  was  demonstrated  recently  by  a 
doctor  of  philosophy  in  Caledonia,  New  York.  This  gentleman  has  provided  his 
family  with  a  shelter  that  is  equipped  with  decontamination  showers,  dehumidifying 
equipment,  diesel-powered  engines,  air  filters,  water  filters,  food  storage,  water 
storage,  living  rooms  and  booby  traps  to  fend  off  the  neighbors;  and  has  announced 
that  the  war  can  come  any  time,  so  far  as  he  is  concerned. 

He,  and  too  many  like  him,  hold  the  belief  that  they  can  sit  out  a  nuclear 
holocaust  in  an  impregnable  shelter  and  emerge  to  find  the  world  much  as  usual. 
They  could  not  be  more  wrong.   In  the  first  place,  such  shelters  would  be  reason- 
ably impregnable  onl;y  if  the?/  were  far  from  the  spots  where  the  bombs  fell,  that 
is,  far  from  all  major  population  centres.  Even  in  the  remotest  areas  there  could 
be  no  guarantee  of  safety  from  radiation.   In  the  second  place,  the  world  into 
which  the  shelter  survivors  would  emerge  would  be  a  world  of  rubble  and  corpses, 
_a  world  without  communication,  government,  hospitals,  utilities  or  law. 

This  is  what  all-out  nuclear  war  would  produce;  and  the  only  security  against 
it  is  peace,  a  peace  which  is  endangered  by  those  who  believe  that  once  they  have 
their  shelters  a  war  would  not  touch  them.  Such  people  build,  not  shelters,  but 
tombs . 

(Technocracy  contends  that  world  peace  can  only  be  ensured  and 
enforced  by  an  offensive  and  defensive  alliance  of  the  two  great 
contiguous  continent alisms  of  the  world- -the  Continent  of  North 
America  and  the  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics.  These  two 
continental  areas  dominate  the  world  from  the  standpoint  of  geo- 
graphy, arable  land,  natural  resources  and  technological  poten- 
tialities. No  world  war  could  develop  unless  the  material  for 
such  a  war  were  procured  from  one  or  the  other  of  these  continental 
areas.  The  99  nations  of  the  United  Nations  are  an  irrelevant 
hodge-podge.  The  United  States  has  to  choose  between  an  alliance 
with  Russia  for  the  creation  of  a  'Big  Two'  for  the  preservation 
of  world  peace,  raid  the  mesalliance  with  the  nations  of  the  hodge- 
podge and  an  open  invitation  to  war.) 
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COMMENTS  ON  THE  NEWS 


MAN  IN  ORBIT 


On  February  20,  after  many  delays  and  postponements,  the  Americans  launched 
their  first  man  into  orbit  and  brought  him  back  to  the  surface  after  three  times 
around  the  earth.  In  space  travel,  that  puts  us  well  on  the  way  tr   catching  up 
with  the  First  Place  Russians  —  as  of  a  year  ago.  ,  .  .  The  achievement  of  a 
man  in  orbit  was  a  technological  certainty  ever  since  the  Russians  successfully 
launched  their  first  Sputnik;  and  it  was  a  theoretical  probability  ever  since 
Sir  Isaac  Newton  worked  out  the  basic  physical  requirements  of  such  a  project. 
Orbiting  the  moon  and  returning  to  earth  probably  will  be  man's  next  major  advance 
in  space  adventure. 

Nationalistic  rivalry,  particularly  from  the  viewpoint  of  the  military  im- 
plications of  globe-orbiting  manned  satellites,  is  stimulating  a  crash  program  in 
the  race  for  Space  and  is  prodding  the  appropriation  of  hundreds  of  millions  of 
dollars  for  it.  .  .  .  Now  the  Russians  have  invited  the  United  States  to  join 
them  in  a  joint  project  in  Space  exploration.  However,  the  idea  of  that  much 
cooperation  with  the  'other  side'  will  arouse  antipathies  to  a  high  pitch  of 
excitement  among  the  extreme  nationalists,  the  Cold  War  enthusiasts,  and  the 
Russophobes  of  the  West.  So  we  will  be  inclined  to  think  that  one  over  'very 
cautiously. ' 

The  most  amusing,  as  well  as  most  depressing,  aspect  of  the  Space  experiments 
is  the  extreme  preoccupation  among  certain  elements  of  society  with  the  person- 
alities of  the  persons  who  'star'  in  the  experiments.  The  politicians  all  want  to 
get  into  the  act  by  being  photographed  shaking  hands  with  the  'astronaut*'  The 
publicity  men  all  want  to  interview  him  and  his  family  respecting  their  personal 
subjective  feelings  about  the  experiment.  No  one  in  the  public  eye  seems  much 
concerned  about  the  technical  aspects  of  the  program.  Even  a  chimpanzee  which 
has  circled  the  earth  in  a  satellite  gets  more  attention  than  the  skilled  people 
who  worked  out  the  technical  problems  of  getting  him  into  orbit  and  back.  While 
we  do  not  want  to  detract  from  the  qualities  of  adventurous  daring  in  those  who 
volunteer  to  participate  in  the  experiments,  it  is  fitting  to  point  out  that  many 
thousands  of  Americans  who  participated  in  the  battles  of  World  War  II  took 
greater  risks. 
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AMOMG  THE  BRUSH-FIRE  WARS 

The  largest  of  the  'brush-fire'  wars,  the  French-Algerian  war,  has  reached 
the  point  of  stalemate  where  neither  side  appears  able  to  win  and  weariness  with 
the  war  is  forcing  a  settlement.  The  major  dissidents  are  the  white  French  in 
Algeria,  who  have  tried  to  establish  themselves  as  a  socially  elite  class  in  a 
backward  area  —  who  lacked  the  vision  to  establish  a  social  control  that  had  the 
loyal  support  of  the  majority  of  the  people  in  the  area.  Now,  they  have  no  place 
else  to  go.  Any  minority  that  tries  to  set  itself  up  as  an  elite  power  group  over 
the  majority  is  vulnerable.  The  whites  of  South  Africa  are  now  in  that  kind  of  a 
vulnerable  position.  The  'Nationalist  Chinese'  group  on  Formosa  are  in  the  same 
fix. 

The  little  war  in  Laos  is  continuing  to  deteriorate  from  our  point  of  view. 
In  the  first  place,  the  position  is  militarily  untenable;  secondly,  we  have  no 
active  popular  support  or  allies  in  the  area.  ...  At  present,  our  big  effort  in 
southeast  Asia  is  the  maintenance  of  a  corrupt  and  unpopular  regime  in  South 
Vietnam.   Into  this  hopeless  fracas  we  are  pouring  men,  money,  and  supplies  in 
such  large  amounts  that  the  figures  are  not  being  disclosed  to  the  American  public. 

.  .  .  Our  showcase  example  of  bringing  the  American  Way  to  the  Orient,  South 
Korea,  is  in  such  a  deteriorated  mess  that  we  don't  brag  about  it  any  more. 

The  Congo  is  still  a  mess,  mainly  because  certain  Western  powers  are  trying 
to  retain  looting  privileges.  Trouble  is  brewing  in  other  parts  of  Africa  for  the 
same  reason.  .  .  .  White  supremacy  in  the  East  Indies  is  on  the  way  out  as  the 
Indonesians  prepare  to  bring  West  New  Guinea  into  their  domain.  The  Dutch  made 
the  strategic  error  of  trying  to  set  themselves  up  as  an  elite  minority  power  over 
an  'inferior'  majority  in  the  East  Indies,  thousands  of  miles  from  their  home 
base;  and,  although  the  Dutch  were  among  the  most  enlightened  of  the  colonial 
powers,  they  were  doomed  once  the  majority  became  aware  of  their  position. 
Unfortunately  for  themselves,  the  Dutch  chose  to  fight  it  out,  and  they  lost. 
Still,  they  learned  nothing  from  it;  they  will  probably  fight  again. 

LIFE  ON  TEE  NEW  FRONTIER 

The  vigorous  new  administration,  duly  committed  to  'action,'  is  doing  a  lot 
of  thrashing  around  but  achieving  little  in  the  way  of  net  results.  Far  too  much 
time  and  effort  is  being  devoted  to  building  up  the  'Kennedy  Image'  as  a  prelimi- 
nary, no  doubt,  for  establishing  the  Kennedy  Dynasty.  Not  much  time  is  left  for 
serious  consideration  of  matters  of  state.  The  thinking  and  planning  is  mostly 
left  to  second-echelon  personnel  in  the  various  departments,  which  thinking  and 
planning  is  poorly  coordinated;  hence,  internal  contradictions  are  constantly 
rising.  The  fallout  shelter  program  fiasco  was  one  of  the  booboos  produced  by 
this  type  of  'action.' 

The  major  internal  problem,  'full-employment, '  is  being  neglected;  which  is 
understandable  since  there  is  no  effective  recipe  for  it  in  the  Free  Enterprise 
cookbook.  The  only  approaches  being  considered  are  those  of  make-work  projects 
and  diverting  man-power  away  from  the  Labor  Market.  The  Armed  Forces  are  loaded. 
The  Feace  Corps  is  offered  as  a  side  drain  for  the  new  crop  of  employables. 
Earlier  retirement  is  being  encouraged.  Retraining  of  the  dis employed  is  being 
promoted.  None  of  these  are  adequate.   In  the  meantime,  the  costs  of  living  and 
doing  business  in  America  are  rising.  Foreign  trade  is  declining  because  we 
cannot  compete  in  world  markets.  Many  American  corporations  are  moving  their 
operations  out  of  the  country  in  order  to  escape  American  labor  costs,  American 
taxes,  and  the  transportation  costs  of  moving  American-produced  goods  to  foreign 
markets.  .  .  .  The  administration's  rosy  economic  forecasts  for  the  next  fiscal 
year  already  are  being  re-evaluated  as  the  slump  of  1962  continues  its  downward 
course.  New  debt  has  had  to  be  created  and  the  'ceiling'  on  the  federal  debt 
lifted  again. 
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DANGEROUS  TREND  TO  THE  RIGHT 

The  trend  toward  fascist  thinking  and  organization  in  America  is  accelerat- 
ing. Movements  of  the  'extreme  right'  are  springing  into  prominence;  and, 
although  they  receive  token  criticism  and  reprimand  from  some  politicians  and 
editors,  nothing  is  being  done  to  hamper  them.  While  the  word  'fascism'  is  being 
omitted  from  the  titles  of  these  organizations,  it  is  not  being  deprecated; 
nothing  nasty  is  being  said  about  fascism  either  as  a  name  or  as  an  ideology.  The 
spirit  of  the  'Thousand  Year  Reich'  is  being  revived  in  America  and  being  condoned 
by  an  increasing  number  of  'important'  people.  The  most  clerical  fascist  of  all 
the  'extreme  rightist'  organizations  in  America,  the  Blue  Army  of  Our  Lady  of 
Fatima  with  national  headquarters  in  Washington,  New  Jersey  (international 
headquarters  at  Fatima,  Portugal),  is  seldom  being  mentioned  by  name  at  all  -- 
only  hinted  at  occasionally  by  obscured  references  to  'pro-Blue'  affiliations.  "* 
Since  the  pro-Blues  are  rabid  supporters  of  the  Cold  War,  atomic  bomb  testing, 
and  militarism  in  general,  and  since  their  pet  peeves  are  peace,  socialism,  and 
public  welfare,  they  are  highly  intolerant  of  modus  vivendi,  disarmament,  and 
neutralism.  They  pose  as  avid  fighters  for  Freedom  against  Communism.  Among  the 
'enemies'  on  whom  their  sights  are  being  trained  at  thi3  time  are  the  Peace 
Marchers. 

—  Techno  Critic 

PRICE  SYSTEM  PARADOX 

Wall  Street  Journal,  January  31,  1962,  Chicago — .  .  .Research  has  helped 
farmers  raise  the  average  number  of  bushels  of  corn  grown  per  acre  to  60.5  last 
year  from  an  average  of  kk.l   during  the  decade  of  the  1950s.  So  much  corn  has 
been  poured  into  Federal  bins  in  recent  years  that  the  Kennedy  Administration 
last  year  paid  a  sum  equal  to  $3  for  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  the  nation  to 
idle  a  large  chunk  of  corn  land.  This  trimmed  back  output,  but  the  Government 
still  has  about  $2.3  billion  tied  up  in  surplus  corn,  some  of  which  is  now  five 
years  old.  .  .  . 

(Many  people  are  suffering  and  dying  today  on  this  Continent  due 
to  diseases  brought  about  mainly  by  malnutrition?  If  the  same 
effort  was  applied  in  distributing  our  surpluses  to  those  in 
need  as  is  put  into  keeping  it  from  them,  the  problem  would  be 
largely  solved.  But,  the  'Price  System'  is  not  disigned  to 
handle  this  problem. ) 

A  NEW  TREND  —  DEFLATION  AT  GOVERNMENT  EXPENSE 

Toronto  Globe  &  Mail,  January  20,  1962 — The  Dairy  Farmers  of  Canada,  at  their 
conference  in  Montreal,  have  correctly  analyzed  the  problem  of  surplus  butter 
production,  and  then  proposed  the  wrong  solution.  Taking  anxious  note  of  the 
Government's  mounting  stockpile  of  butter  —  now  estimated  at  200  million  pounds 
--  they  have  decided  that  the  trouble  is  that  the  price  is  too  high  and  the  public 
will  not  buy  butter.  .  .  . 

.  .  .  The  farmers  suggest  that  the  retail  price  should  be  reduced  by  li;  cents 
a  pound,  but  they  insist  that  this  should  be  achieved  by  Government  subsidy;  that 
is,  the  Government  should  continue  to  pay  them  the  full  price  for  their  butter, 
while  selling  to  consumers  for  Ik   cents  a  pound  less.   (The  present  retail  price 
is  about  7U  cents  a  pound.) 

This  subsidy  would  cost  the  taxpayers  about  $k9  million  a  year,  and  while  it 
might  help  to  sell  more  butter,  it  would  do  nothing  to  discourage  the  overproduc- 
tion of  butter.  .  .  . 
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FARM  EMPLOYMENT  AT  RECORD  LOW 

California  Farmer,  February  3,  1962 — Farm  employment  reached  a  record  low  of 
7  million  in  1961  in  the  U.S.  Of  these,  about  5.1  million  were  family  workers, 
about  1.9  million  hired  workers.   In  late  December,  the  farm  labor  force  totaled 
5.1  million,  almost  3  per  cent  under  a  year  earlier. 

SHIFT  IN  LABOR  FORCE 

Brantford  Expositor,  January  16,  1962 —  .  .  .A  recent  study  by  the  Chase 
Manhattan  Bank,  using  U.S.  Department  of  Labor  statistics,  shows  that  the  number 
of  white-collar  workers  in  U.S.  industry  is  increasing  faster  than  the  number  of 
production  workers. 

Between  19ii7  and  I960,  the  survey  points  out,  manufacturing  industries  in- 
creased their  output  by  6I4.  per  cent,  with  only  a  seven  per  cent  increase  in  em- 
ployment. The  number  of  workers  directly  involved  in  the  physical  process  of 
production  actually  declined  by  some  four  per  cent,  while  the  number  of  non-pro- 
duction workers — or  white-collar-workers,  increased  by  63  per  cent. 

The  ratio  of  white-collar  and  production  workers  varies  by  industry.  In 
textile,  furniture,  and  paper  companies,  for  example,  white-collar  workers  consti- 
tute from  10  to  25  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  employees.  In  rubber,  food, 
petroleum,  and  chemical  companies,  they  represent  from  25  per  cent  to  over  50  per 
cent  of  the  total  staff. 

The  rate  of  increase  of  white-collar  workers  varies  also  by  occupation.  The 
number  of  professional  and  technical  people  has  increased  most  rapidly,  by  almost 
65  per  cent,  since  1952.   Clerical  workers,  the  largest  category  of  workers,  have 
increased  only  about  13  per  cent.  In  the  middle  range  are  sales  workers,  managers, 
and  proprietors.  .  .  . 

MORE  PRODUCTION  WITH  FEWER  WORKERS 

Los  Angeles  Times,  February  20,  1962 —  .  .  .  Last  year  the  major  railroads 
nf  the  country  took  in  more  money  with  780,500  errployees  than  they  did  in  1950 
with  1,211,000  employees.   In  19li7,  655,000  U.S.  workers  produced  81;, 900, 000  tons 
of  steel;  last  year  about  the  same  number,  using  new  automatic  machinery,  produced 
nearly  100  million  tons  —  an  increase  of  17%.  Today,  the  bituminous  coal  miners 
of  America  are  producing  as  much  coal  as  they  did  in  19U9  with  about  one-third  of 
the  work  force.  .  .  . 

(Conservative  estimates  indicate  that  we  will  have  to  create  an 
average  of  3.5  million  jobs  each  year  during  the  next  decade. 
This  would  be  about  65,000  jobs  each  week;  in  contrast  to  the 
25,000  or  35,000  figure  emanating  from  Washington.) 

'CYBERNATION'  —  CUMPUTERS  PLUS  AUTOMATION 

Hollywood  Citizen  News,  February  17,  1962 — In  this  century  the  far-out 
writers  have  been  grinding  out  yarns  about  a  fairly  remote  future  where  everybody 
sits  around  with  a  pitcher  of  martinis,  while  machines  do  all  the  work. 

This  problem,  with  its  touch  of  terror,  arose  about  100  year  ago,  but  not  for 
writers.  The  guys  who  worried  about  it  were  farm  hands,  who  saw  the  reaper  cut 
them  out  of  jobs  in  the  fields.  Later  the  automobile  was  hurting  the  livery 
stables,  and  the  adding  machine,  the  bank  clerk. 

But  a  few  decades  since,  the  real  computers  arrived,  and  with  them  a  science 
called  cybernetics.  These  electronic  monsters  mushroomed  out  of  mere  computing 
and  into  do-work  fields,  such  as  operating  lathes,  even  carrying  out  administra- 
tive tasks.  The  nightmare  of  an  unmanned  factory  loomed,  about  to  overtake  the 
far-out  writers. 
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Who  worried  about  this  were  the  skilled  workers,  backbone  of  the  American 
technological  system.  They  organized  to  fight  it,  but  it  was  like  fighting  a 
forest  fire  with  a  garden  hose.  Economists  and  sociologists  took  alarm. 

An  organization  founded  by  the  Fund  for  the  Republic  has  just  issued  a  report: 
Cybernation:  the  Silent  Conquest. 

This  report  simply  says  that  automation  has  a  better  chance  of  overthrowing 
the  capitalist  system  than  has  Comrade  Khrushchev  (the  corollary  is  of  course 
that  the  Comrade  also  must  bow  to  automation,  which  might  destroy  the  Marxist 
theory  of  production,  and  so  the  communist  political  system. ) 

Anyway,  the  report  notes  the  unremitting  rise  of  the  automatic  process  in 
our  society.  As  we  have  not  seen  technology  reverse  itself,  the  decline  of  the 
bank  teller,  the  salesman  and  the  clerk  is  on  the  way.  But  electronics  may  also 
take  over  the  work  of  the  managerial  segment  of  society. 

In  the  past  century  the  ills  of  the  machine  went  unfulfilled.  Each  new 
machine  hurt  classes  of  people,  beggaring  some,  but  all  the  machines  together 
made  new  and  unforeseen  jobs,  and  immensely  increased  the  production  and  well 
being  of  the  whole  society. 

But  automation  is  in  a  new  dimension.  A  computer  or  feed-back  system  is 
more  voracious  than  ever  was  a  reaper  or  internal  combustion  engine.  Will  our 
factories  have  no  more  vast  car  parks?  Will  machines  occupy  a  couple  of  floors 
of  a  skyscraper,  and  the  rest  stand  empty?  Even  the  experts  don't  know,  but 
they  don't  hesitate  to  warn  you. 

(The  so  called  'economic  experts'  have  rarely  analyzed  the  situation 
correctly,  and  so  far  have  not  given  a  scientific  solution. 
The  fear  that  'cybernation'  must  needs  be  the  bugbear  is  born  out 
of  conditions  existing  in  past  cultures  where  work  was  considered 
a  virtue.  This  concept  has  been  carried  over  the  years  to  the 
present  where  now  the  conditions  have  changed;  and  so  must  our 
concepts  if  we  are  to  survive.) 

FOOD  FOR  THE  NEEDY 

Long  Beach  Press-Telegram,  January  23,  1962,  Washington  (AP) — The  Kennedy 
administration  plans  to  donate  a  record  quantity  of  food  to  needy  persons  and  to 
the  school-lunch  program  during  the  coming  fiscal  year. 

This  food  will  cost  Uncle  Sam  fully  $800  million.  In  addition,  the  federal 
government  will  distribute  nearly  $300  million  to  the  states  to  help  finance 
school-lunch  and  milk  programs.  .  .  . 

...  At  the  present  time,  about  6.S>  million  Americans  on  welfare  rolls  are 
getting  food  donated  by  the  federal  government  through  state  and  county  welfare 
agencies.  About  Ik   million  children  receive  food  from  the  school-lunch  program. 
Five  to  6  million  abroad  get  free  U.S.  food  distributed  by  approved  American 
welfare  organizations.  .  .  . 

BUSINESS  FAILURES  FOR  196 1:   17,000 

Toronto  Globe  and  Mail,  January  9,  1962— Commercial  failures  in  the  United 
States  exceeded  a  total  of  §1  billion  in  1961  for  the  first  time.  The  number  of 
failures  was  the  highest  in  28  years. 

Business  failures  during  the  year  were  up  19  per  cent  in  dollars  and  10  per 
cent  in  numbers,  compared  with  I960,  according  to  Dun  and  Bradstreet.  The  17,000 
bankruptcies  in  1961  compare  with  a  record  32,000  failures  in  1932,  at  the  depth 
of  the  depression.  .  .  . 

(Business  failures  last  month  jumped  to  l,Ut7,  up  3%   from  January 
1961,  and  the  highest  for  the  month  since  1939.) 
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MERGERS  ON  INCREASE  IN  U.S. 

Wall  Street  Journal,  January  29,  1962,  Washington — Business  mergers  jumped 
to  a  record  1,23U  last  year,  up  222  from  those  in  I960  and  181;  above  those  in 
1959,  the  Federal  Trade  Commission  estimated.  .  .  . 

.  .  .  Among  major  manufacturing  and  mining  companies,  the  greatest  increase 
in  the  number  of  acquisitions  occurred  in  the  category  of  concerns  with  assets 
between  $5  million  and  $10  million,  the  FTC  said.  Acquisitions  by  companies  in 
the  two  higher  categories,  up  to  $50  million,  and  above,  declined  slightly. 

Food  processors  scored  the  biggest  numerical  increase.  They  acquired  62  con- 
cerns in  1961,  up  from  $2   in  I960;  scientific  instruments  makers  and  coal-and-oil 
companies  scored  second,  acquiring  nine  more  each  in  1961  than  in  I960. 

MERGERS  ON  INCREASE  IN  CANADA 

Toronto  Globe  and  Mail,  January  9,  1962 — Canada's  industrial  production  is 
slowly  being  concentrated  into  fewer  and  larger  operations. 

Through  expansion  of  the  more  successful  firms,  mergers  and  growth  in  total 
demand  (as  well  as  inflation),  the  number  of  plants  with  annual  production  of 
$1,000,000  or  more  increased  from  1,14;2  in  19U6  to  3,39k   in  1959. 

Even  more  significantly  the  proportion  of  total  output  produced  in  the  big 
plants  rose  from  66.9  per  cent  in  19U6  to  7ii.U  per  cent  in  19h9',   79.7  per  cent 
in  1955 ;   and  81  per  cent  in  1959. 

The  trend  toward  bigness  is  a  matter  partly  of  technology,  and  of  the  superi- 
or ability  of  large  firms  to  raise  money  for  expansion.   In  recent  years,  the 
trend  has  been  reinforced  by  the  greater  staying  power  of  big  firms  in  a  market 
dominated  by  a  sluggish  rate  of  increase  in  demand,  price  weakness,  idle  capacity, 
and  shrinking  profit  margins. 

Competitive  pressure  is  forcing  business  to  examine  every  possibility  for 
reducing  costs.  This  appears  to  have  been  the  major  factor  behind  the  rash  of 
mergers  and  take-overs  in  1961.  .  .  . 

(A  final  stand  to  rake  in  the  remaining  dollars  of  the  outmoded 
'Price  System. ' ) 

OHIO  IN  THE  RED 

Wall  Street  Journal,  January  23,  1962,  Columbus,  Ohio — Officials  of  the  state 
of  Ohio  are  calling  on  insurance  firms  these  days,  urging  them  to  pay  their  state 
taxes  in  advance.  Purchases  of  equipment  are  being  deferred.  And  there's  a  fair 
chance  that  some  local  school  teachers  aren't  going  to  be  paid  on  time. 

These  are  reflections  of  the  financial  difficulties  of  the  Buckeye  State. 
Ohio's  troubles  were  building  up  last  year,  but  they  have  expanded  enormously 
since  the  first  of  the  year.  In  some  ways  the  state's  problems  are  peculiarly 
her  own,  but  in  others  they  point  up  problems  common  to  many  of  the  states. 

Like  most  states,  Ohio  leans  heavily  on  a  general  sales  tax.  Revenue  from 
this  levy  is  highly  sensitive  to  business  ups  and  downs,  and  last  year's  recession 
boosted  welfare  spending  in  most  of  the  states.  .  .  . 

.  .  .  Ohio's  current  situation  is  in  sharp  contrast  to  its  position  back  in 
19lj.7j  when  it  had  an  accumulated  surplus  of  more  than  $169  million.  During  World 
War  II,  taxes  kept  rolling  in  and  wartime  shortages  of  manpower  and  materials 
kept  a  tight  rein  on  state  spending.  By  1958,  the  year  Mr.  DiSalle  was  elected 
governor,  the  surplus  had  dwindled  to  $6U  million.  A  year  later,  the  surplus  was 
gone  and  Ohio  was  $13  million  in  debt.  .  .  . 

...  As  the  state's  troubles  grew  more  severe,  Finance  Director  Maloon  last 
month  ordered  a  suspension  of  equipment  purchases  by  state  departments.  Says  one 
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unhappy  state  official:   "We  were  supposed  to  get  some  new  desks  around  here,  but 
that's  out  now.  The  drawers  are  falling  apart  on  the  ones  we  have."  Says  another 
official:   "Our  typewriters  are  17  years  old — this  is  hardly  what  you'd  call 
efficiency. " 

In  addition,  a  "freeze"  was  clamped  on  "non-essential"  replacement  of  state 
employes  who  quit  or  retired.  And  many  of  the  insurance  companies  are  coming 
through  with  the  advance  tax  payments  that  are  being  requested. 

At  the  same  time,  Mr.  Maloon  is  desperately  juggling  funds.  He  is  deferring 
some  payments  to  teacher  and  school  employe  retirement  systems  and  putting  off 
paying  bills  due  to  suppliers  of  the  state-run  liquor  stores. 

All  these  moves,  of  course,  are  at  best  stop-gaps.   Sooner  or  later,  they're 
likely  to  be  reflected  in  a  sharp  rise  in  state  outlays.  And  even  bigger  bills 
are  coming  due  soon.  On  Feb.  28,  for  example,  the  state  is  expected  to  pay  a 
total  of  $5U  million  to  local  school  districts;  it  now  has  a  good  deal  less  than 
that  on  hand.   It's  this  deadline  that  raises  the  possibility  of  some  payless 
paydays  for  school  teachers.   "I  hope  we  can  avoid  that,"  says  Mr.  Maloon.  .  .  . 

A  REPRINT  FROM  TECHNOCRATIC  TRENDEVENTS  (TECHNO-CRITIC),  AUGUST,  1955 

New  York  City  officials  are  complaining  about  the  traffic  situation.  It 
appears  that,  since  subway  and  bus  fares  were  hiked  from  a  nickel  a  ride  to 
fifteen  cents,  too  many  people  are  driving  their  cars  into  the  city  and  too  few 
people  are  riding  the  public  conveyances.  This  is  creating  a  traffic  jam  as  well 
as  a  deficit  in  public  transportation  revenue.  The  only  official  'solution' 
proposed  so  far  is  a  raise  in  fares  to  200.  Then,  it  logically  follows,  fewer 
people  would  ride  the  public  conveyances  while  still  more  people  would  be  induced 
to  drive  their  cars  into  the  city,  and  the  traffic  problem  would  get  worse. 

Technocracy  advises  that  the  fares  be  abolished  altogether  and  the  public 
transportation  system  in  the  city  be  run  as  a  public  service.  This  would  reduce 
the  cost  of  operating  the  system  by  more  than  half,  since  it  would  do  away  with 
all  employees  and  equipment  involved  in  selling  tokens  and  handling  the  take.  It 
would  result  in  a  higher  load  factor  on  the  public  transportation  system  and 
reduce  the  automobile  traffic  problem.  But  only  the  public  would  be  benefited; 
and,  insofar  as  city  politics  and  business  is  concerned,  'the  public  be  damned.' 

The  New  York  Times,  which  prints  all  the  news  that  fits,  featured  on  the 
front  page  the  proposal  to  raise  fares  to  20^|  but  our  proposal  for  abolishing 
fares  altogether  was  honored  with  a  rejection  slip  by  return  mail. 

A  BELATED  ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

Santa  Ana  Register,  February  U,  1962 — A  lot  of  folks  should  be  most  interested 
in  what  is  going  on  these  days  in  Ithaca,  N.Y.  The  folks  in  Ithaca  have  solved 
the  problem  of  city  transportation.  It's  going  to  be  free  —  if  you  believe 
Federal  funds  don't  cost  the  taxpayer  anything  at  all. 

The  Federal  Urban  Transportation  Administration  reportedly  has  given  "every 
indication"  to  city  officials  that  a  Federal  grant  will  be  approved,  and  free  bus 
rides  will  start  in  Ithaca  this  month.  Ithaca  has  plans  to  buy  four  new  buses  so 
that  it  can  run  the  free  service  by  using  Federal  money. 

For  those  who  think  along  those  lines,  there  is  the  consolation  that  the 
Ithaca  plan  will  take  only  a  tiny  bit  of  Federal  money.  It  will  cost  $120,000 
to  finance  free  bus  rides  in  Ithaca,  presumably  for  the  first  year,  and  who  could 
possibly  miss  a  small  item  such  as  $120,000  in  that  great  big  old  Federal  budget? 

The  Ithaca  Common  Council  was  faced  with  a  nasty  local  situation.  It  found 
that  someone — the  taxpayers  of  Ithaca,  in  fact — would  have  to  spend  $1,000,000  to 
acquire  some  badly-needed  downtown  parking  spaces.  Instead,  the  municipal  authori- 
ties in  the  city  of  30,000 .took  their  problem  to  the  bureaucrats  in  the  Federal 
Urban  Transportation  Administration.  .  The  answer  was  simple.  Don't  spend  local 
tax  money  to  solve  a  local  problem.  Spend  that  "free"  Federal  money  instead. 
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The  head  of  the  Ithaca  Transportation  Committee,  Arthur  Stallman,  has  a  happy 
description  of  the  plan.  "You  just  get  on  the  bus  and  ride,"  he  said.  This  would 
let  residents  of  Itchaca  leave  their  cars  at  home. 

Where  will  the  $120,000  for  free  bus  rides  in  Ithaca  come  from?  From  the 
taxpayers,  of  course,  but  more  specifically  it  is  part  of  a  $50  million  appropria- 
tion by  Congress  for  research  to  solve  the  urban  transportation  problem  in  the 
cities  of  America.  .  .  . 

MAN'S  FUTURE  HINGING  ON  ENGINEERS 

Los  Angeles  Times,  February  12,  1962 — Man's  future — if  he  has  one — will 
depend  more  and  more  upon  the  engineers. 

There  role  in  society  is  still  chiefly  advisory,  but  some  day  they  may  become 
our  "tribal  chiefs."  That's  what  happened  to  the  navigators  of  the  ancient 
Polynesians. 

According  to  Dr.  Jacob  Frankel,  associate  professor  of  engineering  at  UCLA, 
many  decisions  upon  which  civilazation  depends  can  be  made  only  by  technologists.., 

Western  technology  is  getting  out  of  control. 

The  Communist  world  is  locked  in  the  rigid  mold  in  which  its  economic  think- 
ing was  set  100  years  ago. 

Los  Angeles  is  running  out  of  two  indispensable  resources  —  breathable  air 
and  drinking  water. 

Decisions  are  needed  everywhere,  and  Dr.  Frankel  thinks  engineers  and  tech- 
nologists are  the  ones  to  make  the  most  of  them.  .  .  . 

.  .  .  The  way  the  world's  going,  many  of  the  vital  decisions  must  be  made  by 
men  trained  in  engineering  and  science  rather  than  in  law  or  business,  Dr.  Frankel 
feels. 

Neither  technologists  nor  scientists  are  now  trained  to  make  such  decisions, 
but  even  so,  some  are  more  qualified  to  decide  than  many  of  the  lawyers  and 
businessmen  who  now  govern  the  western  nations,  he  thinks.  .  .  . 

.  .  .  The  Soviet  Union  is  the  only  large  modern  nation  that  has  begun  to 
transform  its  engineers  into  rulers,  but  some  past  societies  did  the  same  thing. 

"The  reasons  for  the  elevation  of  technologists  are  historically  obscure  but 
they  had  to  do  with  survival  of  society  and  thus  may  have  lessons  for  us  today 
whose  survival  also  is  in  doubt,"  Dr.  Frankel  said.  .  .  . 

.  ,  .Dr.  Frankel  believes  western  nations  are  beginning  to  understand  the 
influence  of  technology  on  culture. 

"Our  enthusiasm  for  this  'new'  understanding  so  far  has  been  concentrated  on 
trying  to  educate  more  young  men  to  be  engineers  so  that  we  can  compete  with  the 
Russians  in  space  explorations,"  Dr.  Frankel  said.   "There  is  a  real  danger  that 
the  humanities — literature,  languages,  history  and  the  arts — will  be  correspond- 
ingly neglected. 

"Modern  engineers  don't  need  more  technology  to  make  them  fit  to  make  great 
decisions.  What  they  need  more  of  is  the  very  thing  they  are  in  danger  of  losing, 
the  humanities." 
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COMMENTS  ON  THE  NEWS 


NO  ESCAPE  FROM  TERRA  FIRM 


Now  that  a  few  men  have  been  propelled  into  inner  space  and  been  brought  back 
to  the  earth's  surface,  speculation  about  the  future  of  space  adventure  is  running 
wild.  Much  of  this  speculation  is  characterized  more  by  imagination  than  a  cool 
sense  of  reality.  Some  enthusiasts  look  upon  space  travel  as  a  means  of  escaping 
the  responsibilities  of  life  on  the  earth  by  setting  up  colonies  on  other  planets. 
Some  envision  the  mining  of  resources  on  other  planets,  Mars  for  example,  and 
bringing  them  back  to  earth  to  supplement  dwindling  supplies  here.  Some  glibly 
anticipate  that  colonies  of  humans  on  other  planets  will  carry  on  the  human  race 
after  it  has  been  annihilated  by  internecine  3trife  on  this  planet. 

At  this  time,  space  exploration  is  a  highly  costly  endeavor  which  has  no 
practical  importance  other  than  the  acquisition  of  information  about  conditions 
beyond  the  atmosphere  and  about  certain  phenomena  on  the  earth's  surface.  As  an 
effort  to  acquire  additional  information  about  the  universe,  irrespective  of  any 
future  utility  it  may  have,  a  scientific  exploration  of  space  is  justified.  But, 
as  an  indirect  means  of  pouring  public  funds  into  an  obsolete  economic  system,  or 
as  a  means  of  increasing  the' potential  of  one  part  of  the  earth's  society  for 
destroying  another  part,  and  vice  versa,  it  is  of  negative  value. 

Before  we  get  enthusiastic  about  preparations  for  leaving  the  earth  to  set  up 
habitations  on  other  planets,  let  us  ruminate  for  awhile  on  the  'facts  of  life.' 
The  earth  is  the  natural  abode  of  man.   It  is  the  place  and  environment  wherein 
his  biological  ancestry  for  some  two  billion  years  at  least  has  evolved  and  become 
adapted.  It  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  no  other  place  in  the  universe  is  so  well 
suited  to  human  habitation.  Certainly,  there  is  no  other  biological  environment 
similar  in  kind  to  that  of  the  earth.  No  other  planet  of  the  Solar  System  has 
climate  and  atmosphere  anywhere  near  so  compatible  to  man  as  what  we  have  here. 
Beyond  the  Solar  System,  the  distances  are  so  vast  and  the  time  of  any  migration  so 
long  (involving  many  decades,  at  least,  for  a  trip,  even  presuming  travel  at  near 
the  speed  of  light  —  the  maximum  theoretical  limit)  that  we  may  as  well  ignore  it, 
even  as  a  speculative  boondoggle. 

Mankind  has  a  far  more  urgent  and  significant  problem  here  on  earth  than  any- 
thing that  may  pertain  to  space  exploration.  That  problem  is  the  establishment  of 
a  setup  and  an  attitude  of  human  relations  which  will  enable  us  to  live  in  tran- 
quility on  this  earth. 
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Further  pursuance  of  the  Price  System  is  a  disaster  course  for  mankind]  so, 
it  is  high  time  that  North  Americans  put  their  own  house  in  order  by  establishing 
a  Technate.  Then  we  can  justifiably  pose  as  a  show-case  example  of  social  stabil- 
ity and  tranquility.  As  it  is,  we,  as  a  nation  and  way  of  life,  constitute  a 
major  hazard  to  continued  human  existence  —  a  threat  that  makes  us  feared  and 
hated  around  the  world. 

NO  FREEDOM  FOR  THE  CHINESE 

The  United  States,  by  official  and  unofficial  propaganda  action,  is  deceiving 
the  'oppressed'  peoples  of  the  world.  By  means  of  the  Voice  of  America,  Radio  Free 
Europe,  and  other  propaganda  efforts,  we  entice  many  people  who  fail  to  adjust  to 
the  conditions  of  their  own  countries  to  flee  those  countries  and  seek  a  new  life 
under  Freedom  elsewhere.  At  present,  attention  is  being  focused  on  refugees  from 
China.  As  the  population  of  China  soars  and  economic  pressures  become  increasingly 
severe,  the  colorful  and  deceptive  brochures  on  Freedom  and  Prosperity  being  cir- 
culated by  the  West  find  some  naive  believers  among  the  victims  of  overpopulation 
and  scarcity.  According  to  reports,  thousands  of  these  duped  Chinese  are  escaping 
to  (or  being  pushed  into)  Hong  Kong.  But  Hong  Kong  is  already  overpopulated  itself. 
There,  a  few  families  are  extremely  wealthy  and  live  in  excessive  luxury]  the  great 
majority  live  on  the  borderline  of  starvation.  Who  wants  to  take  on  the  burden  of 
providing  support  and  Freedom  to  these  refugees?  Nobody.'   It  would  net  surprise  us 
if  it  should  be  revealed  that  the  'escape'  of  thousands  of  the  more  disgruntled 
people  of  China  was  being  facilitated  by  the  Chinese  authorities.  For  what  purpose? 
Perhaps  to  disillusion  the  people  of  China,  who  might  be  thinking  of  going  else- 
where, in  any  hope  of  finding  hospitality  and  prosperity  in  the  West.   'Smart 
people,  the  Chinese.''  At  least  some  of  them  must  know  that  indirect  propaganda  is 
far  more  effective  than  blatant,  open-faced  salesmanship  techniques. 

THE  FALLACY  OF  INFLATION 

Canada  has  entered  on  a  program  of  devaluing  the  dollar  as  a  means  of  attract- 
ing more  American  spending  in  Canada.  Mexico  has  already  done  the  same  thing  with 
its  peso,  and  for  the  same  reason.  But  inflation  does  not  accomplish  the  things 
that  short-sighted  politicians  claim  for  it.  The  chief  beneficiaries  of  inflation 
are  the  debtors  and  mortgagors  who  can  pay  off  their  debts  with  cheap  money.  Gov- 
ernments usually  favor  inflation,  for  it  enables  them  to  pay  off  their  debts  (at 
least  their  internal  debts)  with  lower  value  money.  The  people  of  the  country 
involved  in  the  inflation  are  the  ones  to  suffer  most.  Within  the  country,  prices 
soon  advance  to  compensate  for  the  changes  in  monetary  values.   In  the  case  of 
Canada,  the  official  hope  is  that  the  devaluation  of  the  dollar  will  entice  more 
Americans  to  spend  money  in  Canada  and  discourage  Canadians  from  buying  things  in 
the  United  States.  Those  who  benefit  most  will  be  those  who  owe  other  Canadians 
large  sums  of  money]  and  those  who  will  suffer  most  are  those  who  live  off  savings, 
pensions,  and  fixed  incomes. 

THE  CRAZE  FOR  SPEED 

A  small  percentage  of  the  people  are  speed  maniacs,  but  they  have  a  dominant 
influence  on  our  way  of  life.  They  display  their  neurosis  on  the  highways,  on  the 
streams  and  lakes,  on  the  snow-covered  hillsides,  and  in  the  air.  Super-highways 
and  high-powered  automobiles  invite  the  speed  maniacs  to  zoom  along  at  excessive 
speeds  and  to  travel  greater  distances  in  their  outings.  In  the  air,  they  travel 
by  jet  planes]  and,  now,  they  are  looking  forward  to  rocket  travel.  On  the  water, 
they  noisily  disturb  the  tranquility  of  lakes,  rivers,  and  ocean  inlets  with  their 
speed-boating  and  water-skiiing.   In  winter,  they  take  to  the  sport  of  sliding  down 
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mountainsides  on   skis.  Speed  is  a  form  of  self-expression  which  is  more  prevalent 
among  the  young  and  those  who  fail. to  mature.  .  No  doubt  it  is  a  form  of  self- 
expression  which  needs  an  outlet;  and  any  sane  society  would  provide  facilities  for 
its  release.  The  unfortunate  aspect  of  it  is  the  blatant  selfishness  and  arrogance 
with  which  the  speed  maniacs  insist  on  displaying' their  'talents'  and  on  dominating 
the  whole  environment.  A  sane  society  also  would  protect  the  public  from  the 
hazards  and  nuisance  of  their  activities.  In  the  case  of  skiers,  this  is  pretty 
well  taken  care  of  now  with  special  areas  prepared  for  them.  A  certain  fraction  of 
car-speeders  (actual  speeders  and  vicarious  speed  enthusiasts  in  the  form  of  spec- 
tators) are  accommodated  with  special  car-racing  ovals.  What  is  most  needed  now 
are  better  speed  controls  on  the  highways  and  more  restrictions  on  the  areas  to  be 
used  by  speed-boaters. 

There  are  certain  times  when  speed  has  functional  significance;  but  most  of 
the  present  speed  would  be  more  properly  assigned  to  recreational  classifications 
or  to  complsive  impatience.  Speed  has  certain  useful  applications,  but  there  is 
no  necessity  for  its  becoming  the  dominant  pattern  of  movement  for  the  Continental 
area.  Some  consideration  needs  to  be  given  to  those  who  prefer  to  take  life 
easier  and  find  enjoyment  in  quiet  tranquility. 

—  Techno  Critic 

ONE  FOR  YOU  AND  ONE  FOR  ME 

Los  Angeles  Times,  March  13,  1962 — Excess  grain  stocks  total  80  million  tons, 
says  Karl  Brandt,  director  of  Stanford's  Food  Research  Institute.  This  is  enough 
to  fill  two  solid  lines  of  freight  trains  from  New  York  to  San  Francisco.  The 
surplus  totals  about  one  ton  for  every  American  family.  .  .  . 

TWO-THIRDS  OF  WORKERS  COMMUTE  BY  AUTO 

Wall  Street  Journal,  April  30,  1962,  Washington — Nearly  two-thirds  of  all 
American  job  holders  drive  to  work  in  their  private  autos  or  in  car  pools,  the 
Census  Bureau  reported. 

The  next  most  popular  mode  of  travel  is  walking,  employed  by  a  hardy  10$  of 
the  nation's  6U. 7  million  employes  at  the  time  of  the  I960  census.  A  breakdown  of 
the  census  findings  on  the  way  Americans  get  to  their' jobs  has' just  been  published 
by  the  agency. 

Behind  the  6.k   million  walkers  come  5.3  million  employes,  or  8$,  who  take  a 
bus  or  streetcar.  Another  2.5  million,  or  h%,   travel  to  the  job  by  railroad, 
subway  or  elevated  train.  Nearly  k.7   million  persons,  half  of  them  farmers,  work 
at  home. 

The  I4.I.I4  million  employes  who  go  to  work  in  cars  are  concentrated  most  heavily 
in  the  suburbs  and  in  small  town.  Nearly  lk%   of  all  employes  live  in  one  county 
and  work  in  another. 

MORE  DEPENDENT  ON  OIL  IMPORTS 

Wall  Street  Jornal,  May  2,  1962,  Washington — The  Interior  Department  increased 
the  amount  of  crude  oil  that  may  be  imported  into  the  West  Coast,  "to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  a  crude  oil  shortage"  there. 

The  oil  allowance  was  raised  by  11,892  barrels  a  day  to  229,U8I|  barrels  a  day 
for  the  first  six  months  of  1962.  Twenty-two  oil  importers  are  affected  by  the 
increase.  Six  others  previously  won  increases  totaling  1,920  barrels  a  day  from 
the  Oil  Import  Appeals  Board.  The  import  level  before  the  appeals  were  granted 
and  before  the  latest  general  increase  was  215,672  barrels  a  day.  ... 
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COMPUTERS  TO  CONVERSE  OVER  TELEPHONE 

Long  Beach  Independent,  May  19,  1962 — The  strangest  telephone  conversations  in 
history  soon  will  be  taking  place  between  Tulsa,  Okla.,  and  North  American  Aviation 
in  Downey.  .  .between  a  couple  of  machines. 

This  electronic  chatting  will  occur  when  a  computer  is  installed  at  NAA's 
Tulsa  plant  and  hooked  up  by  way  of  a  leased  telephone  line  to  others  at  the  North 
American  Downey  facility,  according  to  John  M.  Ryan,  Jr.,  systems  supervisor  of 
integrated  data  processing  at  the  local  plant. 

The  telephone  link  will  be  used  when  the  Tulsa  computer  feels  overworked, 
Ryan  explained,  and  calls  up  its  Downey  brothers  for  help  in  solving  engineering 
problems. 

Or,  the  Tulsa  machine  may  pass  along  payroll  data  for  processing,  deliver 
reports  for  analysis  and  possibly  take  over  a  share  of  the  load  if  Downey's  machines 
have  more  than  they  can  handle. 

Ryan,  who  addressed  the  Long  Beach  Chapter,  National  Machine  Accountants 
Association,  here  recently,  says  that  Southern  California  has  become  the  computer 
center  of  the  world. 

By  1965,  there  should  be  10,000  computer  experts  in  the  Los  Angeles  area,  or 
about  double  the  present  number,  he  says. 

Within  ten  years,  he  predicts,  almost  every  business  should  have  access  to  a 
computer  in  order  to  stay  competitive. 

Even  now,  there  are  computer  centers  where  firms  can  have  their  methods  of 
manufacture,  bookkeeping  or  other  phases  of  operation  analyzed,  Ryan  points  out. 

Such  centers  will  be  commonplace  in  a  few  years  for  utilization  by  companies 
who  choose  not  to  have  their  own  machines,  he  says. 

OILFIELD  TESTING  AND  REPORTING  BY  AUTOMATION 

Los  Angeles  Times,  May  17,  1962 — Automatic  testing  of  oil,  gas  and  water 
volume  in  oil  xtoIIs  in  provided  by  equipment  being  developed  by  Lockheed  Electron- 
ics Co.,  a  subsidiary  of  Lockheed  Aircraft.  The  electronics  firm  hopes  to  install 
the  first  model  of  its  new  system  by  October  at  Standard  Oil's  Peso  Creek  field, 
10  miles  northwest  of  Bakersfield. 

At  Peso  Creek,  the  system  will  watch  the  progress  of  180  wells,  reporting  its 
findings  to  a  central  station.  Location  and  nature  of  an  oil-flow  stoppage  or  any 
other  malfunction  will  be  reported  immediately.  The  system  is  controlled  by  an 
IBM  1620  computer,  which  will  type  up  weekly  and  monthly  reports  on  the  field's 
operation. 

ANOTHER  PLANT  BITS  THE  DUST 

Federation  News,  May  3>,  1962 — Another  plant  died  in  Milwaukee  of  automation, 
taking  with  it  some  880  jobs.  The  employes,  members  of  Local  5>0,  United  Packing- 
house Workers  (UPWA)  held  a  wake. 

The  Plankington  Packing  Company,  now  oxmed  by  Swift  &  Company,  is  about  100 
years  old.  UPWA  has  represented  the  workers  for  the  last  30  years. 

"Modern  technology  just  caught  up  with  these  old  plants, "  a  spokesman  for 
Swift  admitted.  .  .  . 

COIN-OPERATION  FOR  DRY  CLEANING 

Santa-Ana-Register,  April  26,  1962,  New  York  (NEA) — With  the  fight  nearly  over, 
rack  up  another  big  round  for  the  Machine -vs.  Man.  After  five  years  of  pushing 
and  pulling,  slot-machine  civilization  has  finally  overtaken  the  last  service  shoppe 
on  Main  Street — the  dry  cleaner. 

For  an  average  $2  in  coins,  automators  say,  you  can  do  a  load  of  garments  that 
would  cost  some  $7  in  a  store. 
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If  you  feel  the  urge,  you  can  have  a  whole  coin-operated  dry  cleaning  es- 
tablishment for  another  $3k,99Q. 

In  the  infinite  scheme  of  coin  operation — now  reaching  for  the  $3  billion 
mark  in  consumer  sales — it  is  a  major  breakthrough.  .  .  . 

MIXED  BLESSINGS  IN  CONSTRUCTION 

Wall  Street  Journal,  April  30,    1962 — Sign  of  business  confidence;  Manufactur- 
ers are  stepping  up  their  spending  for  new  plants — and  dusting  off  some  factory- 
building  plans  they  had  shelved  during  the  1960-61  recession. 

That's  the  majority  report  from  construction  firms  that  put  up  factories, 
warehouses  and  laboratories.   It's  not  unanimous j  some  plant  builders  in  the 
Southeast,  in  New  England  and  around  Philadelphia  and  Detroit  enter  strong  dissents. 
So  do  concerns  that  specialize  in  erecting  oil  refineries  or  pulp  and  paper  plants. 

But  most  plant  builders  say  the  rise  in  the  economy  this  year  has  been 
paralleled  by  a  rise  in  their  contract  bookings.  And  a  few  of  the  current  gains 
are  very  sizable.  .  .  . 

.  .  .  Plant  builders  are  finding  plenty  of  problems  in  the  current  upturn, 
however.  The  uneven  nature  of  the  pickup  is  one.  But  a  much  more  widespread  one 
is  the  stubborn  refusal  of  profit  margins  to  rise  even  at  those  companies  that  are 
booking  more  business. 

Contractors  blame  this  on  over-crowding  in  their  field,  which  has  been  re- 
flected in  savage  price  competition  on  bidding  for  major  construction  jobs.   "It 
seems  the  more  work  there  is,  the  worse  the  competition  becomes,"  moans  Saul 
Horowitz,  Jr.,  executive  vice  president  of  HRH  Construction  Corp.,  New  York. 
"Small  companies  are  attracted  into  the  field,  and  their  added  competition 
depresses  profit  margins." 

MERGING  FOR  SURVIVAL 

Los  Angeles  Times,  May  13,  1962 — Stockholders  of  the  Pennsylvania  and  New 
York  Central  Railroads,  meeting  miles  apart  in  Philadelphia  and  Albany,  had  scarce- 
ly finished  giving  their  OK  to  the  largest  merger  in  U.S.  corporate  history  last 
week  when  proceedings  began  in  Washington  on  yet  another  king-sized  consolidation: 
the  merger  of  American  and  Eastern  Airlines. 

And  even  as  American's  hard-boiled  boss,  C.R.  Smith,  argued  his  case  before 
the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board,  reports  multiplied  that  two  more  transport  giants — 
Trans  World  Airlines  and  Pan  American  World  Airways — were  conducting  a  flirtation 
that  might  well  result  in  corporate  matrimony.  .  .  . 

.  .  .A  check  with  the  Federal  Trade  Commission,  the  Washington  agency  assigned 
to  keep  statistics  on  who's  acquiring  whom,  revealed  mergers  are  already  well  past 
the  300  mark  this  year  (a  rate  that  figures  out  to  mere  than  37  a  day) — and  if 
this  pace  holds  steady,  1962' s  total  will  shatter  both  the  post-World  War  II  record 
of  1,23k   set  last  year  and  the  prior  high  of  l,2lr5  set  in  the  fateful  year  of 
1929.  .  .  . 

GASOLINE  WAR  FOR  SURVIVAL 

Wall  Street  Journal,  May  2,  1962,  San  Antonio — In  the  shadow  of  the  Alamo,  a 
battle  for  business  survival  began  here  last  June.  It  has  been  fanning  out  since, 
and  now  about  to  engulf  much  of  the  nation. 

On  the  defensive  are  the  owners  of  small  filling  stations  who  buy  gasoline  on 
the  open  market  and  sell  it  at  cut  prices  under  brand  names  not  identifiable  with 
any  oil  company.  Last  summer  there  were  25>0  of  these  "private-brand"  stations 
around  San  Antonio,  and  they  sold  half  the  area's  gasoline.  Then  Gulf  Oil  Corp. 
chose  them  as  the  first  target  for  a  new  market  weapon:  Economy-grade  gasoline 
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sold  at  Gulf  pumps  for  the  same  price  as  private-brand  gas  and  two  cents  a  gallon 
below  Gulf's  regular  grade. 

Today,  a  devastating  price  war  has  left  fewer  than  100  of  the  private  brand 
San  Antonio  area  stations  in  business.  They  account  for  only  1$%   of  the  market. 
And  their  decline  has  encouraged  Gulf  and  other  major  oil  companies  to  introduce 
"subregular"  economy  gas  in  other  markets — touching  off  savage  price  battles 
almost  everywhere  as  private-brand  stations  cut  pump  tags  in  a  usually  vain  attempt 
to  maintain  their  traditional  discount.  .  .  . 

.  .  .Frivate-brand  stations  in  recent  years  have  become  the  fastest-growing 
segment  of  the  gasoline  industry.  They  accounted  for  30$  of  U.S.  retail  gasoline 
sales  last  year,  against  V~>%   in  1955  and  "practically  nothing"  before  World  War  II, 
one  oil  company  economist  estimates.  .  .  . 

.  .  .The  effects  already  are  striking.  In  many  markets,  the  appearance  of 
economy  gas  has  driven  pump  prices  down  to  20  cents  a  gallon  or  less.  San  Antonio 
motorists  have  filled  their  tanks  recently  for  as  little  as  17  cents  a  gallon;  a 
30-cent  tag  had  been  regarded  as  "normal"  here  before  Gulftane  appeared.  .  .  , 

.  .  .While  all  this  may  delight  motorists,  it  has  touched  off  a  Federal  Trade 
Commission  investigation  and  a  raging  controversy  among  oil  men.  The  FTC  is  study- 
ing Gulf  Oil's  Gulftane  marketing  program  in  at  least  five  marketing  areas,  includ- 
ing San  Antonio;  agency  officials  hint  other  economy  brands  may  be  investigated, 
too.  The  FTC  apparently  want  to  find  out  if  Gulf  has  b^en  deliberately  cutting 
prices  to  eliminate  competition.  Gulf  contends  it  has  only  been  meeting  competi- 
tion. .  .  . 

(With  the  necessary  means  at  his  disposal,  a  businessman  would 
not  be  considered  a  'good'  one  if  he  passed  up  such  an 
opportunity.  .  .  .Such  are  the  ways  of  our  'Price  System'.) 

TRAIN  AND  SHIP  COMPETITION 

Long  Beach  Independent,  April  27,  1962 — American  flag  shipping,  already  on  the 
ropes  because  of  labor  problems,  the  "runaway  flag"  policy  and  relentless  foreign 
competition,  is  taking  a  fierce  beating  domestically. 

This  time  the  culprits  are  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  and  U.S.  rail- 
roads and  the  victims  intercoastal  and  coastwise  shipping,  according  to  Ralph 
Casey,  president  of  the  American  Merchant  Marine  Institute,  Inc. 

Casey  said  that  since  1939  the  fleet  of  cargo  ships  in  all  domestic  trades 
has  shrunk  by  363  vessels.  In  coastwise  service,  there  are  now  only  33  ships  as 
compared  to  226  in  1939.  In  intercoastal  trade  there  are  only  2k   vessels  operating 
against  lU3  before  World  War  II.  .  .  . 

.  .  .Domestic  operation  is  only  one  phase  of  the  tragic  decline  of  American 
shipping,  Casey  asserted.  As  of  January  1,  there  were  only  79  U.S.  tramp  vessels 
in  active  service.  Between  1951  and  I960  the  percentage  of  this  country's  bulk 
trade  moving  in  U.S.  flag  ships  decreased  from  39  per  cent  to  less  than  8  per  cent 
even  though  the  total  bulk  trade  was  UO  per  cent  above  the  195l  total. 

American  liner  operations,  which  accounted  for  nearly  5l  per  cent  of  the  trade 
in  1951,  were  down  to  30  per  cent  in  I960  "with  a  net  loss  to  our  liner  fleet  of 
50  million  long  tons,"  Casey  explained. 

The  tanker  fleet  is  also  in  serious  trouble.  It  is  56  ships  below  the  1939 
level  and  171  tankers  below  the  I9I18  postwar  peak.  There  are  only  12  American  flag 
oil  carriers  in  foreign  trade.  .  .  . 

THOSE  30AP-A-DAY  BLUES 

Long  Beach  Independent,  May  15,  1962 — A  housewife  with  an  unusual  problem  is 
featured  in  the  "Close-Up! "  study  of  water  pollution  at  10:30  p.m.  today,  channel  7. 
Her  problem  is  that  her  tap  water  is  contaminated  by  detergent  suds. 
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Which  might  make  it  easier  for  her  to  clean  the  dirty  dishes,  but  what  do  you 
do  for  rinse  water? 

Can't  you  see  the  type  of  TV  commercials  aimed  at  women  living  in  the  same 
area? 

Announcer:   "Ladies,  are  you  having  rinse-away  troubles?  If  so,  why  not  try 
some  of  our  100  per  cent  H2O,  available  in  bottles  at  your  neighborhood  market? 

"It's  nature's  answer  to  your  soap-a-day  blues." 

(Next  scene — singing  housewife  happily  removing  cleansed  dishes  from  sink.) 

Singing  Housewife: 'H2O,  H2O,  that's  the  way  to  make  those  soap-a-day  blues  go. 

"No  pain,  no  stain.   Just  dip,  drip  and  Old  Man  Detergent  will  be  deterred. 

,rYou're  all  set  if  you're  all  wet  with  H2O,  H2O,  go,  go,  go." 

THE  PROBLEM  OF  WATER  POLLUTION 

Wall  Street  Journal,  May  k9   1962,  Cincinnati — .  .  .Pollution  of  surface  waters 
by  living  organisms  (the  most  dangerous  to  health)  rose  30%   in  the  20  years  through 
i960,  according  to  the  Water  Pollution  Control  Federation  (WPCF),  a  Washington- 
based  organization  of  sanitation  specialists  and  municipal  officials.  Rising  pop- 
ulation plus  migration  from  rural  areas  to  large  cities  situated  near  fresh  water, 
such  as  Detroit  and  Chicago,  has  contributed  to  this.  The  rapid  growth  of  industr- 
ies, such  as  chemicals,  which  often  pollute  water,  and  the  rising  use  of  hard-to- 
filter  materials  such  as  household  detergents  and  pesticides  have  contributed  other 
types  of  pollution. 

At  the  same  time,  the  same  population  trends  have  increased  dependence  on 
surface  water.  An  estimated  100  million  Americans  new  get  their  drinking  water 
from  lakes,  streams  and  rivers  compared  with  i|0  million  in  19h0,  water  authorities 
estimate. 

Streams  and  lakes,  which  contain  organisms  that  consume  wastes,  are  natural 
purifiers  up  to  a  point.  Cities  and  towns  use  chemicals  to  further  purify  water 
that  they  draw  from  these  sources.  But  anti-pollution  forces  estimate  that  unless 
more  pollution  is  cut  off  at  the  sources,  these  two  methods  will  be  overtaxed  and 
some  cities  will  run  out  of  palatable  water  within  15  years. 

"Pollution  control  in  the  past  has  been  largely  corrective,"  says  M.  D.  Hollis, 
assistant  U.S.  Surgeon  General.   "In  the  future  it  must  be  preventive."  .  .  . 

.  .  .The  Public  Health  Service  estimates  lj,000  more  municipal  sewage  treatment 
plants  are  needed  and  1,700  of  the  existing  7,3>00  need  modernizing.   Industry  needs 
6,000  more  facilities,  it  says.  The  service  estimates  that  if  pollution  control  is 
to  become  fully  effective,  cities  will  have  to  spend  $600  million  a  year  for  the 
next  decade  compared  with  a  current  expenditure  of  about  $300  million  annually. 

(For  information  on  Technocracy's  proposal  as  regards  our  water 
resources,  send  for  your  free  copy  of  leaflet  'A  Continental 
Hydrology'  and  brief  'Man  and  Hydro-Dynamics'.) 

WASHINGTON  STREETS  UNSAFE  AT  NIGHT 

Labor  Herald,  April  27,  1962 — World  attention  is  being  directed  to  the  unsafe 
conditions  of  the  streets  of  the  nation's  capital  after  nightfall,  made  so  by 
attacks  from  bands  of  hoodlums  who  resort  to  yoking  and  other  rough  stuff  to  render 
citizens  helpless  while  they  are  robbed.  This  condition  is  exposed  more  on  the  air 
than  through  other  media. 

Most  residents  are  aware  of  the  dangers  they  face  if  they  dare  to  go  abroad  at 
r.ight.  Most  of  the  attacks  are  by  negroes  or  occasionally  by  gangs  of  negroes  and 
whites.  It  is  estimated  that  the  population  of  Washington,  rated  56  per  cent  negro, 
is  about  60  per  cent  in  the  younger  age  groups.  Other  cities  view  the  Washington 
situation  as  something  they  will  face  when  the  negro  population  outnumbers  the 
whites.  It  is  added  by  competent  observers  that  Washington  has  the  protection  of 
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the  FBI  and  other  federal  agencies  in  addition  to  regular  police,  but  so  far  all  of 
them  have  not  been  able  to  stop  the  growth  of  lawlessness,  and  the  streets  of  the 
richest  capital  in  the  world  are  unsafe  at  night  even  for  those  who  wish  to  go  to 
and  from  church. 

(Only  by  removing  the  economic  barrier  which  provokes  such 
incidents  can  this  problem  be  solved. 

Until  this  is  done  those  groups  most  affected,  regardless 
of  their  ethnic  orgin,  will  become  more  and  more  of  a 
social  problem.) 

HUNGRY  CITIZENS  OF  MEXICO  MARCH  TO  MEXICO  CITY 

Los  Angeles  Times,  May  22,  1962,  Saltillo,  Mex.  (AP)~ A  "hunger  caravan" 
soared  to  l£,000  marchers  Monday  in  a  trek  across  the  desert  to  Mexico  City.  They 
have  1;30  miles  to  go  in  a  journey  expected  to  take  two  months. 

The  peasants  who  made  a  living  by  gathering  ixtle,  a  desert  plant  used  in 
making  fiber,  claim  they  face  starvation.  The  only  firm  which  processes  ixtle 
recently  suspended  purchases. 

Leaders  of  the  march  claim  their  numbers  will  grow  to  100,000  by  the  time 
they  reach  the  capital  to  seek  government  aid.   The  government  stopped  a  similar 
march  several  months  ago  and  promised  to  investigate  the  situation. 
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COMMENTS  ON  THE  NEWS 
THE  CUBAN  'MENACE' 

After  a  short  period  of  quiescence  regarding  Cuba,  while  the  ranting  and 
wailing  focused  on  Berlin,  there  was  a  sudden  switch  in  publicity  emphasis;  and 
again  Cuba  was  alloted  top  priority.  This  switch  was  occasioned  by  a  reported 
shipment  of  technicians  and  advisors  to  Cuba  from  Russia,  along  with  sizable 
cargoes  of  agricultural,  industrial,  and  military  equipment.  After  our  reaction- 
aries worked  this  information  over  for  propaganda  release  to  the  American  people, 
it  sounded  like  Soviet  Russia  was  using  its  satellite,  Soviet  Cuba,  as  a  launching 
site  for  atomic  missiles  aimed  at  the  U.S.A.  and  that  Russian  military  formations 
were  being  stationed  on  Cuba,  poised  for  attack.   In  ether  words,  Our  Side  is 
accusing  the  Russians  of  doing  the  same  thing  that  the  U.S.  is  actually  doing  to 
a  greater  or  lesser  extent  in  Taiwan,  South  Korea,  Japan,  South  Vietnam,  Thailand, 
Pakistan,  Iran,  Turkey,  Italy,  Vest  Germany,  Denmark,  Norway,  and  Britain. 

Our  Side  is  invoking  the  Monroe  Doctrine  as  an  excuse  for  launching  a 
'preventive  war'  against  Cuba.  However,  some  of  our  more  astute  and  less 
corrupted  political  analysts  have  pointed  out  that  the  Monroe  Doctrine  also 
specified  that  the  United  States  refrain  from  meddling  in  the  affairs  of  Europe. 
Any  attack  on  Cuba  by  the  'Colossus  of  the  North'  would  put  the  U.S.  in  the 
position  of  a  St.  Bernard  dog  attacking  a  Pekinese  in  'self  defense'  —  a  ludi- 
crous situation  for  a  responsible  nation  to  get  itself  into.  ...  It  shcx\rs  to 
what  extent  the  reactionaries  will  gc  to  keep  the  Cold  War  agitated. 

THE  'CASE'  AGAINST  THE  SARIN  POLIO  VACCINE 

On  the  basis  of  a  reported  one-in-a-million  failure  in  the  use  of  the  Sabin 
polio  vaccine,  type  3,  the  politicians  of  Canada  and  the  United  States  became 
panicky  and  ordered  restrictions  against  the  use  of  the  vaccine.  It  would  seem 
that  one  failure  in  a  million  (a  dubious  failure,  at  that)  would  be  plenty  good 
enough  odds  for  anyone.  Ordinarily,  it  would  be  accepted  and  nothing  would  be 

said  about  it if  that's  all  there  were  to  it.  As  contrasted  with  the  Salk 

vaccine,  the  Sabin  vaccine  is  relatively  cheap  to  produce,  it  can  readily  be 
produced  in  quantity,  it  is  taken  orally  instead  of  by  needle,  and  it  is  highly 
effective.  But  there  is  an  extensive  investment  in  the  Salk  vaccine,  and  it  is  a 
source  of  income  to  many  doctors  who  administer  it. 
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However,  that  is  not  the  whole  story.  Although  the  Sab in  vaccine  was 
discovered  by  an  American,  its  principal  development  and  application  was  in  Russia, 
where  the  technique  for  large  scale  production  was  perfected.  The  Russians  have 
also  offered  to  provide  effective  quantities  of  it  free  to  any  nation  that  will 
administer  it  free  to  its  citizens.  .  .  .  Hence,  because  of  Cold  War  considera- 
tions, our  politicians  are  unusually  alert  for  any  excuse  to  ban  the  Sabin  polio 
vaccine  from  the  American  market. 

THE  UNRESOLVED  QUESTION  OF  'STATES  RIGHTS' 

The  'sovereign  state'  of  Mississippi  is  challenging  the  power  of  the  federal 
government  in  a  matter  of  internal  state  policy  —  non-admittance  of  Negroes  to 
the  University  of  Mississippi.  Thus  we  are  reminded  again  that  the  question  of 
States  Rights  wns  not  resolved  at  the  founding  of  the  United  States  as  a  nation. 
Later,  it  was  the  major  issue  in  the  Civil  War,  but  it  was  not  resolved  by  that 
conflict  either.  And  it  has  been  a  basis  of  continual  dispute  between  the  federal 
government  and  the  'sovereign  states'  ever  since. 

It  is  obvious  that  we  cannot  have  an  integrated  Continent  and  a  strong  social 
organization  when  local  governments  —  be  they  state,  provincial,  county,  or  muni- 
cipal —  can  override  the  central  government.   In  a  complex  social  Area  such  as 
North  America,  the  only  valid  excuse  for  regional  administrations  is  that  they  be 
set  up  to  execute,  locally,  the  functions  of  the  federal  government.  No  smooth 
operation  of  an  Area  can  be  realized  when  local  authorities  can  oppose  the  central 
authority.  This  principle  applies  regardless  of  the  issue  involved.   It  is  only 
incidental  that  the  present  issue  is  one  of  integrating  Whites  and  Negroes  in  a 
state  university. 

With  reference  to  the  issue  of  schools  in  general,  there  is  no  excuse  for 
state,  county,  and  municipal  governing  school  boards.  All  education  should  be  a 
function  of  the  federal  government,  which  would  have  centralized  control  over  all 
school  administrations.   In  that  respect,  the  educational  system  would  be  somewhat 
like  the  Post  Office.  As  It  is,  with  the  hypocrisy  of  'sovereign  states'  hanging 
around  its  neck,  the  federal  government  is  in  a  very  embarrassing  situation. 

FOREIGN  AID  GETS  TOF  BILLING 

President  Kennedy  once  gave  his  support  to  a  'medicare'  program  for  the 
nation's  old  folks,  which  is  politically  understandable.  The  oldsters  constitute 
a  major  voting  bloc,  and  some  gesture  should  be  made  by  any  astute  politician  to 
lure  their  votes.  As  was  to  be  expected,  the  medicare  program  was  promptly  voted 
down  as  being  too  socialistic.  And,  having  made  his  gesture,  the  president  turned 
his  attention  to  other  things.  Evidently,  what  he  wanted  more  than  anything  else 
was  a  large  foreign  aid  appropriation.  For  that  gigantic  giveaway,  he  is  going 
down  the  line,  battling  every  inch  of  the  way  for  every  possible  dollar  he  can 
get.  American  politicians  have  a  long  record  of  giving  America's  wealth  away  to 
foreigners.   'What  is  good  for  foreigners  is  too  good  for  the  home  folks,'  appears 
to  be  their  slogan.  Anyway,  the  medicare  program  was  deemed  too  good  for  aging 
Americans,  however  limited  in  concept  and  inadequate  in  scope  it  may  have  been. 
But  billions  of  dollars  slopped  around  the  world  to  fight  social  change  is  a  top 
priority  'must.'  Giving  financial  aid  to  a  reactionary  military  junta  in  Peru, 
which  took  over  the  government  by  force  and  abolished  all  pretense  of  democracy, 
Is  an  example  of  what  we  mean. 

—  Techno  Critic 
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OUR  UNLOADING  OF  SURPLUSES  ON  THE  WORLD  MARKET  PLACE  NEAR  END 

Wall  Street  Journal,  September  7,  1962,  Rheinbach,  W.  Germany — .  .  .  Some 
European  nations,  notably  Holland  and  Denmark,  have  long  pushed  efficient,  mechan- 
ized farming,  of  course.  But  in  general  the  productivity  of  European  farmers  has 
lagged  well  behind  the  output  rate  of  their  U.S.  rivals.  It  still  does,  but  in 
several  European  countries  it  is  now  shooting  upward  rapidly — in  some,  even 
faster  than  factory  productivity. 

In  France,  for  instance,  the  Patronat,  or  Federation  of  French  Industries, 
figures  farm  output  per  man  is  rising  6.$%   a  year,  outstripping  the  k%   gain  in 
output  per  man  hour  that  French  factories  chalked  up  last  year  ever  I960.  West 
Germany,  long  considered  one  of  the  highest-cost  European  agricultural  producers, 
boasts  that  each  farm  worker  today  produces  twice  as  much  food  as  he  did  in  1952, 
while  industrial  productivity  in  the  same  period  has  risen  only  about  $0%, 

Total  output  is  gaining  sharply,  too.  West  German  farm  production  has  risen 
one-third  since  195>lj  French  farmers  now  turn  out  l\Q%   more  wheat  than  they  did 
before  World  War  II  on  16$  less  land.  Throughout  Western  Europe,  the  United 
Nations  Food  and  Agricultural  Organization  estimates  wheat  production  will  rise 
more  than  20$  during  the  1960s  to  about  5>5>  million  tons  by  1970. 

Some  nations  even  are  beginning  to  suffer  the  U.S.  headache  of  farm  surpluses. 
France  acknowledged  to  be  Western  Europe's  biggest  farm  producer,  10  years  ago 
produced  regular  surpluses  only  of  cheese;  now  it  grows  more  wheat,  beef  and  milk 
than  even  the  celebrated  French  gourmets  can  stuff  away.  Milk  output  in  the  six 
Common  Market  countries  is  climbing  3%   a  year  with  the  aid  of  new  milking  machines, 
better  feed  and  improved  breeding  of  cows — even  though  the  area  already  has  a 
glut  of  butter,  cheese  and  other  dairy  products.  .  .  . 

MORE  PEACHES  DESTROYED  ~  7U,000  TONS 

Long  Beach  Independent,  September  7,   1962,  Sacramento  (UPI) — The  California 
clingstone  peach  industry  is  throwing  away  7^000  tons  of  ripe,  golden  peaches 
this  summer  because  they  have  too  many  of  them. 

The  surplus  program  is  part  of  a  self-help  method  of  keeping  the  peach 
industry  away  from  the  great  evil  of  American  agriculture  —  surpluses  that  take 
up  vast  storage  spaces  when  they  can't  be  used  and  which  depress  prices  below 
what  it  costs  to  grow  a  crop. 

Growers  this  year  estimated  they  would  have  approximately  732,000  tons  of 
clings  throughout  the  state.  This  is  the  largest  crop  on  record  in  the  biggest 
peach-growing  area  in  the  nation. 

Canners  said  they  had  a  carryover  on  June  1  of  3 .k   million  cases  of  canned 
peaches  from  last  year's  crop.  To  make  their  objective  of  2i|,5  million  cases, 
they  said  they  could  use  only  63.8,000  tons  of  the  crop. 

This  meant  that  adding  an  estimated  6  per  cent  in  culls,  the  growers  could 
market  only  65>3,000  tons.  .  .  . 

(You  might  hear  someone  say  that  this  is  just  not  'right.' 
According  to  'Price  System'  concepts  it  is  not  only  right, 
but  necessary. ) 


A  PRICE  SYSTEM  NEED  —  MORE  JOBS,  MORE  EXPORTS 

Long  Beach  Independent,  September  Ik,   1962 — American  business  and  industry 
must  find  jobs  for  30  million  persons  in  the  next  13  years  or  pay  the  price  of 
increased  government  control,  one  of  the  nation's  top  economists  said  here 
Thursday. 

Dr.  Robert  R.  Dockson,  dean  of  the  graduate  school  of  business  administra- 
tion at  USC,  addressed  the  k9th  annual  convention  of  the  Pacific  Coast  Assn.  of 
Port  Authorities  in  the  Lafayette  Hotel. 

Dockson,  chairman  of  the  regional  export  expansion  council,  set  up  by 
Secretary  of  Commerce  Luther  Hodges,  predicted  the  gross  national  product  will 
near  $1  trillion  in  1975. 

Tc  handle  this,  and  the  problems  of  automation,  American  free  enterprise 
will  need  to  furnish  employment  for  more  than  90  million  persons,  Dockson  said. 

On  a  projected  basis  this  means  the  nation  must  also  triple  its  exports.  .  . 

JOBS  FOR  CANADA 

Financial  Post,  September  8,  1962 — .  .  .A  report  of  the  Gill  Committee  in- 
vestigating the  Unemployment  Insurance  Fund  has  predicted  a  3k%   increase  in  un- 
employment for  the  next  year  and  a  vice-president  of  DuPont  of  Canada,  Frank 
Capon,  has  forecast  that  without  drastic  action,  within  five  years  one  in  every 
four  members  of  the  labor  force  may  be  jobless. 

Since  nearly  all  the  men  and  women  who  will  be  looking  for  employment  in  the 
next  five  years  are  now  in  school,  the  number  looking  for  their  first  job  is 
quite  predictable. 

In  the  period  195>0-1960,  a  decade  of  high  prosperity,  about  160,000  new  jobs 
developed  each  year. 

But  we  know  for  certain  that  by  1966  we  need  one  million  new  jobs  for  the 
people  reaching  work  age. 

That  means  we  need  2^0,000  new  jobs  per  year.  Since  our  boom-time  best  at 
new  job  creation  was  160,000  per  year  reaching  the  2^0,000  figure  is  an  appalling 
problem  that  should  shut  up  those  politicians  who  have  so  long  claimed  that 
unemployment  was  not  really  serious  and  that  it  would  soon  be  fixed  up  completely. 

Such  utter  baloney  won't  much  longer  be  believed  by  anybody.  For  one  reason, 
unemployment  is  going  to  become  more  and  more  clear  for  all  to  see  despite  un- 
employment insurance,  family  allowances  and  sundry  other  props.  .  .  . 

.  .  .Here  is  an  urgency  in  our  national  affairs  that  won't  be  dispelled  by 
pretense,  by  wishing  or  by  oratory. 

We  are  facing  one  of  the  most  difficult  crises  in  our  history. 

(For  the  'Price  System'  it  is  a  crises.  In  a  scientific 
social  system,  a  Technate,  it  means  more  leisure  time  to 
pursue  one's  interests  and  to  learn  how  to  live.) 

THE  RISING  NUMBER  OF  'DISPLACED'  PERSONS 

Labor  Herald,  August  31j  1962 — The  occupationally  unskilled  person  is 
becoming  increasingly  a  "displaced"  person  in  the  labor  force  of  the  spage  age, 
Herbert  Bienstock,  Regional  Director  for  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor's  Bureau  of 
Statistics  said  today  in  Atlantic  City,  New  Jersey,  before  the  National  Confer- 
ence of  Jewish  Communal  Services. 

Examination  of  the  unemployment  data  released  each  month  shows  clearly  that 
the  unemployed  tend  to  be  concentrated  in  ocupational  groupings  with  low  skill 
requirements.  The  incidence  of  unemployment,  he  said,  is  closely  associated  with 
skill  and  educational  attainment. 
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The  large  number  of  young  people  entering  the  work  force  will  make  the  job 
of  educating  youth  for  the  decade  ahead  more  difficult,  Mr.  Bienstock  told  the 
conference.  Young  people  reaching  18  years  of  age  are  expected  to  increase 
especially  fast,  from  2.6  million  in  I960  to  3.8  million  in  1965,  up  nearly  $0 
per  cent  in  only  5  years.  The  1965  rate  will  continue  through  1970. 

On  the  whole,  young  workers  in  the  present  decade  will  have  more  education 
than  those  who  started  working  during  the  1950*3.  About  70  percent  of  them  will 
be  at  least  high  school  graduates  and  26  percent  will  have  some  college  education, 
whereas  only  Gb   percent  of  the  young  people  who  entered 'the  work  force  in  the 
1950 Ts  were  high  school  graduates  and  only  22  percent  had  some  college  education. 
Current  trends  indicate  that  about  7.5  million  of  the  young  people  entering  the 
labor  force  during  the  1960's  will  not  have  completed  high  school,  and  that  2.5 
million  of  these  will  not  have  completed  even  the  eighth  grade. 

Another  group  which  is  growing  in  importance  in  the  nation's  work  force  and 
which,  it  is  anticipated,  will  experience  some  difficulty  as  a  result  of  the  gen- 
eral skill  upgrading  of  the  work  force  is  the  so-called  "older"  worker  group. 
The  number  of  older  workers  is  steadily  increasing.  The  number  of  workers  over 
U5  years  of  age  grew  by  6  million  in  the  decade  of  the  1950's  and  will  increase 
by  more  than  5^  million  in  the  1960's.  By  1975  almost  another  2  million  will  be 
added. 

The  challenge  of  the  sixties  with  regard  to  older  workers  is  the  question  of 
whether  they  can  readily  acquire  the  education  and  training  they  need  to  compete 
in  the  job  world  or  whether  they  continue  to  swell  the  rolls  of  the  long  term 
unemployed.  Today,  workers  over  i\$   account  for  almost  I4.O  percent  of  those  un- 
employed 27  weeks  or  more. 

Labor  displacement,  Mr.  Bienstock  noted,  has  been  occurring  most  rapidly 
among  workers  at  the  lowest  skill  levels  or  among  those  whose  skill  is  no  longer 
in  demand  and  not.  easily  transferable.  Multitudes  of  opportunities  will  open  up 
for  job  seekers  during  the  years  ahead.  The  ability  of  workers  to  embrace  these 
opportunities  will,  however,  depend  to  an  important  extent  on  their  education 
and  training. 

(On  the  North  American  Continent,  and  for  the  first  time  anywhere, 
the  human  being  has  become  more  important  as  a  consumer  than  as  a 
producer. 

Under  planned  operation  working  hours  could  be  reduced  to  k   hours 
per  day,  k   days  out  of  seven,  or  even  less.  Retirement  at  the  age 
of  1|5  with  full  purchasing  power  would  be  available.  And  education 
would  be  of  a  new,  high  standard  for  all  up  to  the  age  of  25  with 
specialized  training  for  all  in  chosen  fields.) 

FORCLOSURE  RATE  NEARLI  FOUR  TIMES  HIGHER  THAN  TEN  YEARS  AGO 

Long  Beach  Independent,  August  22,  1962— In  1952  there  were  about  22,000 
non-farm  real  estate  foreclosures  in  the  nation.  Ten  years  later  in  1962  they 
are  running  at  an  annual  rate  of  81|,000 — almost  four  times  as  many.   It  is  a 
situation  that  worries  the  housing  administration  as  well  as  the  lending  agencies 
that  hold  the  mortgages.  The  foreclosure  trend  has  been  rising  each  year  as 
easier  government  financing  has  encouraged  people  to  buy  new  homes  on  easy  credit. 

INCOME  FIGURES 

Federation  News,  September  15,  1962— Department  of  Commerce  statistics  for 
1961  show  that  upper  income  bracket  families  made  considerably  more  progress  than 
did  those  in  the  lower  income  brackets  during  the  year. 

While  about  10  million  American  families  with  incomes  of  $3,000  or  less  — 
or  21  per  cent  of  the  I46.5  million  families  in  the  nation — made  virtually  no 
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improvcment  over  the  year,  the  number  of  families  with  incomes  of  $10,000  or 

more  increased  by  922,000.'  They  went  from  6, £02,000  in  I960  to  7,h2k9 000  in  1961. 

Average  money  income  of  American  families  in  1961  was  about  15,700  in  1961, 
an  increase  of  $120,  or  2  per  cent,  over  the  average  income  for  I960.  This  was 
not  clear  gain,  however,  since  the  cost  of  living  went  up  one  per  cent  during  the 
same  period. 

About  9  million  families,  or  20  per  cent  of  the  total,  had  incomes  between 
$3,000  and  $5,000  in  1961  while  another  ] 0,000,  or  22  per  cent,  had  incomes 
between  $5,000  and  $7,000.  Another  9.6  million  families,  or  20.7  per  cent,  had 
incomes  between  $7,000  and  $10,000. 

Almost  all  of  the  $120  increase  in  196l  income  went  to  men,  who  had  an 
average  income  of  $i|,200  for  the  year.  Women  averaged  only  $10  a  year  increase 
for  an  average  income  of  $1,300,  barely  higher  than  the  figures  for  1959  and  I960. 

As  has  been  true  in  previous  years  the  income  of  white  families  was  sub- 
stantially higher  than  for  non-whites.  White  families  averaged  $5,981  for  the 
year  while  non-whites  averaged  only  $3,191. 

(Contrast  the  above  to  an  individual's  purchasing  power  in 
a  Technates  an  equivalent  of  over  $100.00  per  day.) 

CREEPING  STAGNATION 

Wall  Street  Journal,  September  lit,  1962 — Creeping  stagnation  imperils  eco- 
nomic growth,  Kennedy's  planners  fear. 

They  figure  the  uconomy  will  coast  up  only  a  bit  more  this  fall,  dropping 
further  behind  original  targets.  Economists  see  only  a  big  tax  cut  next  year  as 
promising  new  fuel  for  growth.  Government  can  do  little  more  to  speed  spending. 
Officials  worry  that  inventory-rebuilding  may  not  go  much  further;  business' 
spending  plans  lack  zip,  with  manufacturing  notably  lethargic. 

The  seers  expect  key  economic  indicators  to  continue  mixed.  They  figure 
unemployment  will  persist  around  %.$%   of  the  national  labor  force.  Total  national 
output  this  quarter  runs  at  an  annual  rate  around  $557  billion,  only  $5  billion 
above  the  second  quarter  and  the  smallest  gain  of  the  current  recovery.  The 
figure  for  all  1962  threatens  to  lag  at  least  $12  billion  behind  early  hopes. 

ENGINEERING  ENROLLMENTS  DECLINE 

Wall  Street  Journal,  August  27,  1962 — Why  are  fewer  young  Americans  studying 
engineering? 

It  is  a  simple  fact  that  over  the  last  four  years  engineering  enrollments  at 
U.S.  colleges  and  universities  have  fallen  off  sharply.  The  reason,  however,  is 
not  so  clear.   In  recent  months  several  Federal  agencies  and  professional 
societies  have  begun  studies  aimed  at  finding  the  explanation. 

With  industry  now  spending  an  average  of  $2,000  to  recruit  each  engineer, 
the  decline  obviously  isn't  due  to  an  over supply  of  these  technologists.  Today 
a  college  graduate  with  a  BS  in  electrical  engineering,  the  most  popular  engineer- 
ing curriculum,  can  command  a  starting  salary  of  $7,000  a  year  in  industry, 
according  to  the  College  Placement  Council  of  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  an  organization 
that  tabulates  data  on  job  offers  to  college  seniors.   This  is  about  $l,it00  a 
year  more  than  a  graduate  in  business  administration  can  fetch,  and  the  spread 
has  been  widening  in  recent  years.  The  rewards  are  nearly  as  great  in  other 
fields  of  engineering.  .  .  . 

.  .  .In  the  fall  of  1957,  engineering  attracted  about  79,000  freshmen,  high- 
est since  19it6,  when  campuses  were  crowded  with  veterans.  But  by  autumn  of  1961, 
the  number  had  dropped  steadily  to  just  under  68,000. 

Only  about  half  of  these  freshmen  survive  to  get  a  BS  degree;  consequently, 
the  output  of  engineers  has  been  far  smaller  than  the  freshman  figures  and  has 
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shown  a  parallel,  decline.  In  the  spring  of  1958,  38jl3h  seniors  got  engineering 
degrees.  Three  years  later  the  number  had  shrunk  to  35,860  and  it  probably  was 
even  smaller  last  June.  Educators  expect  a  continued  decline  at  least  through 

1965.  .  .  . 

.  .  .The  Government,  worried  about  the  possible  shortage  and  about  reports 
that  the  Soviet  Union  is  now  graduating  120,000  bachelor-degree  engineers  a  year, 
also  is  taking  steps  to  stimulate  interest  in  the  field.  .  .  . 

.  .  .One  often-heard  explanation — that  potential  engineering  students  are 
being  enticed  into  basic  curriculums  because  the  latter  now  have  more  "glamor" — 
isn't  borne  out  by  the  figures.  True,  junior-year  enrollments  in  science  and 
mathematics  rose  from  lj.8,000  in  the  1957-1958  academic  year  to  about  59,000  three 
years  later.  But  most  of  the  rise  was  in  mathematics  and  in  the  biological 
sciences.  Enrollments  in  the  engineering-related  physical  sciences  such  as 
physics  and  chemistry  increased  only  insignificantly,  from  19,080  to  19,852.  .  .  . 

.  .  .If  the  use  of  engineers  to  do  minor,  non-creative  chores  is  a  problem 
that  bothers  educators,  it  apparently  has  had  a  widespread  demoralizing  effect  on 
engineers,  particularly  in  their  first  years  out  of  school.  A  1950  graduate  of 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  recalling  his  first  experiences  in  indus- 
try in  a  recent  letter  to  a  magazine  published  by  PUT  alumni,  says  he  "became 
convinced  any  high  school  graduate  could  do  the  drafting  that  was  expected  of  me." 
Adds  this  engineer:   "After  a  number  of  yea^s  of  drudgery,  I  seized  upon  a  chance 
to  leave  the  engineering  profession.  I  doubt  seriously  if  I  ever  would  return."... 

.  .  .In  view  of  all  this,  it  isn't  surprising  that  many  engineers  think  they 
have  lost  status.  A  1961  survey  by  Opinion  Research  Corp.  of  Princeton,  N.J., 
showed  that  only  one-fourth  of  the  engineers  questioned  believe  they  are  getting 
the  recognition  they  deserve.  An  awareness  of  this  is  .spurring  many  engineering 
students  to  get  masters'  degrees  or  doctorates.  The  nation's  output  of  engineers 
with  advanced  degrees  has  been  rising  even  though  the  number  of  bachelor-degree 
graduates  has  been  declining  because  a  larger  percentage  of  the  B.S.  degree- 
holders  are  going  on  to  graduate  work. 

"If  you  walk  into  an  aircraft  company  with  just  a  BS  degree, "  says  a 
University  of  Connecticut  graduate,  "you're  nothing  but  a  cog  in  a  huge  machine." 
This  engineer  recently  left  his  job  in  industry  to  return  to  school  for  a  master's 
degree. 

Another  deterrent  to  students  considering  engineering  is  the  traditional 
"grind"  of  the  undergraduate  curriculum.  At  Penn  State,  for  instance,  a  student 
needs  156  credit  hours  to  get  a  BS  in  engineering,  compared  with  only  126  needed 
for  a  BS  in  business  administration.  .  .  . 

ELECTRONIC  TELEPHONE  EXCHANGE 

Los  Angeles  Times,  September  10,  1962 — No  humans  are  needed  to  handle  switch- 
boards at  Etna,  N.Y.  An  electronic  telephone  exchange  transmits  calls.  General 
Dynamics  Corp.,  which  built  the  system, .  said  it's,  the  "world's  first  completely 
electronic  telephone  exchange  serving  an  entire  community." 

It  can  provide  unattended  service  for  as  many  as  2,500  subscribers.  Not 
only  that,  it  can  set  up  a  conference  call  of  three  or  more  parties,  hold  an 
incoming  call  on  a  busy  line  until  the  line  is  free,  and  transfer  a  call  to 
another  number  If  the  central  office  has  been  notified  earlier  by  means  of  a 
dialed  code. 

American  Telephone  &  Telegraph  operated  a  similar  system  on   a  test  basis 
recently  at  Morris,  111.  AT&T  new  is  building  a  commercial  system  at  Succasunna, 
NJ.,  that  will  serve  l+,300  telephones. 

FLASHY  TECHNIQUE 

Aerospace,  August,   1962 — Now  they  are  building  airplanes  with  man-made 
lightning. 
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An  aerospace  company  forms  a  part  for  a  transport  by  setting  off  an  under- 
water electrical  flash.  The  bolt  creates  intense  water  pressure  which  presses  a 
plain  piece  of  aluminum  into  a  steel  pattern,  bending  the  aluminum  into  the 
desired  form. 

DIRECT  CURRENT  TRANSMISSION 

Milwaukee  Journal,  August  26,  1962 — Electricity  some  day  may  be  transmitted 
across  the  country  at  lower  cost,  greater  efficiency  and  at  superpower  of  a 
million  volts  or  more  if  a  '$1,600,000  government  sponsored  experiment  in  direct 
current  (DC)  transmission  pans  out. 

Then  again  these  hopes  may  turn  out  to  be  "pie  in  the  sky, "  and  alternating 
current  (.AC)  will  continue  to  be  the  commercial  means  of  transmitting  power. 

"Knowledge  gained  from  the  experimental  high  voltage  power  project  may  give 
engineers  the  answers  to  many  of  the  riddles  of  direct  current  transmission, " 
said  Gordon  ¥.  Clothier,  general  manager  of  the  electrical  transmission  and  dis- 
tribution division  of  Allis-Chalmers  Manufacturing  Co. 

Allis-Chalmers  last  week  was  awarded  a  $750,000  contract  by  the  department 
of  interior  for  the  manufacture  and  installation  of  equipment  for  the  project, 
which  will  be  near  the  Dalles  dam  on  the  Columbia  river  in  Oregon.  The  balance 
of  the  project's  cost  will  be  covered  in  future  contracts. 

Alternating  current,  used  for  television  sets,  refrigerator  motors,  electric 
lights  and  just  about  everything  else  electrical  in  the  United  States,  moves  first 
one  way,  then  another.  Direct  current  flows  constantly  in  one  direction. 

Alternating  current  has  always  been  the  standard  form  of  power  because  the 
equipment  which  produces  and  regulates  it  is  cheaper  than  for  DC,  Clothier  said. 
It  is  also  easier  to  work  with,  he  added. 

But,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  producing  electrical  power  in  AC  form, 
convert  it  to  DC  for  transmission,  then  reconvert  it  back  to  AC  for  commercial 
use,  Clothier  said. 

"Information  is  completely  lacking  about  DC  transmission  because  all  high 
voltage  in  the  United  States  is  transmitted  in  AC  form,"  Clothier  said.  .  .  , 

(For  Technocracy's  specifications  on  DC  power  transmission 
send  for  fr^e  copy  of  leaflet  entitled:   'Power  For  A  Continent'.) 
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